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• Working groups or commissions composed of subject 
matter experts from all sides of the border 





Nachbarsprache von Anfang an!

Jazyk sousedů od začátku!
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Cross-Border Academic 
Cooperation in 
Euroregion Nisa

Focus on University Education in Interreg 
& ERN Strategy (2007–2027)



Role of Universities in 
the Euroregion Nisa

• Universities play a key role in shaping the region’s 
scientific, cultural, and economic potential.

• Main institutions: TU Liberec, Hochschule 
Zittau/Görlitz, IHI Zittau, Wroclaw University, 
Jelenia Góra colleges.

• They train professionals who directly contribute to 
the region’s development and competitiveness.



Academic Coordination 
Centre (ACC)

• Founded in 1991, hosted by TU Liberec.

• Coordinates educational, research, and academic 
cooperation across borders.

• Organizes conferences, publishes ACC Journal, and 
runs thematic working groups.







Cross-Border Mobility 
& Language Barriers

• Student and staff mobility fosters knowledge exchange 
and innovation.

• Projects support credit recognition, joint courses, and 
study programs across three countries.

• Overcoming language barriers is crucial to improve 
employability and collaboration.

• Multilingualism strengthens integration in the academic 
and labor markets.



Key Projects
& Initiatives

• Nisa Higher Education Network (2010).

• International Engineering Education Platform 
(2010).

• Cross-border student and researcher workshops.

• Increased collaboration through Interreg and Small 
Projects Fund initiatives.



2007–2013: Initial
Academic Cooperation

• Education projects limited but growing

• First cross-border university exchanges

• Focus: joint seminars, cultural education

• Supported mostly by CZ–DE Interreg funding



2014–2020: Expansion
and Institutionalization

• Stronger focus on academic cooperation

• Launch of the Small Projects Fund (SPF)

• Priority in Interreg: Culture, Education, Knowledge

• Dozens of projects incl. language courses, teacher 
workshops, and mobility programs

• SPF support for educational activities



2021–2027: Digitalization 
and Integration

• Continued support under Priority: Culture, Sport, 
Education, Knowledge

• Emphasis on professionalization, lifelong learning, 
digital tools

• Focus on academic networks, trinational 
platforms, and university-industry collaboration

• University education remains a key target group





Strategic Framework 
2007–2027

• Euroregion Nisa’s strategy emphasizes cross-
border higher education as a strategic driver.

• Focus on fostering academic cooperation between 
the Czech Republic, Poland, and Saxony.

• Aim: create a trilateral academic campus as an 
integrated knowledge space.



Strategic Support in ERN 
Strategy (2014–2020)

• Education categorized under key thematic field

• Supported lifelong learning and academic 
exchanges

• Strong synergy with Interreg-funded projects

• Language and intercultural training promoted



Strategic Support in ERN 
Strategy (2021–2027)

• Education, culture, and knowledge elevated to 
core priority (E2)

• Direct call for trilateral university cooperation

• Integration of research, teaching, innovation 
across borders

• Continuation of SPF as implementation tool











Key Achievements
Across Periods

• 2007–2013: Foundational partnerships

• 2014–2020: Institutional cooperation, stronger funding

• 2021–2027: Strategic anchoring, digital transformation

• Clear evolution towards integrated university region



Impact on the
Region

• Creation of shared knowledge base.

• Strengthens regional identity and cross-cultural 
understanding.

• Boosts attractiveness for students, researchers, 
and investors.

• Contributes to the European integration process 
through education.



Future Directions

• Expand the network of participating universities and 
institutions.

• Increase use of digital platforms and hybrid learning.

• Align academic collaboration with EU priorities: Green 
Deal, digitalization, innovation.

• Develop a fully integrated trilateral higher education 
space.



Bridge4EU: Removing
Cross-Border Barriers

• New EU regulation enabling coordinated solutions for 
cross-border challenges.

• Supports removal of legal and administrative barriers in 
education and research.

• Facilitates easier student mobility, diploma recognition, 
and joint university programs.

• Enhances the integration of academic systems within 
the Euroregion Nisa.



Key Takeaways

• Cross-border education is a strategic pillar of Euroregion Nisa’s 
development.

• Interreg and Small Projects Fund enable impactful academic initiatives.

• Bridge4EU opens new opportunities for removing barriers to 
cooperation.

• Universities act as engines of innovation and regional identity.
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