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Abstract

While illegal artisanal and small-scale mining (ASM) supports many Ghanaians’ livelihoods
and contributes to the country’s mineral richness, its uncontrolled and unlawful nature results
in various negative repercussions. This is particularly concerning because it is considered a
key sector of Ghana’s economy, employing about a third of its workforce in 2023. For this
reason, the following article examines the impact of illegal mining on agriculture in the East
Akim municipality of Ghana using qualitative and quantitative research methods. Through a
three-stage sampling technique, 40 smallholder farmers selected from ten communities at the
East Akim Municipality participated in the questionnaire survey in January-July 2023. In
addition, four interviews were conducted with leaders and officials from the East Akim
Municipal Assembly on the topic surveyed. Findings represented by the descriptive statistical
methods confirmed that illegal mining has resulted in mass land degradation, pollution from
toxic chemicals, continuous flooding, and soil erosion, adversely affecting agriculture
productivity in the region.

Keywords

[llegal mining; Agricultural productivity; Environmental impact; Sub-Saharan Africa.

Introduction

Mineral mining has significantly contributed to most African countries’ economies, and many
authors have explored the socioeconomic significance of ASM of precious minerals (Suglo et
al., 2021; Ofosu et al., 2020). ASM is widely practiced worldwide, and about 30 million
people in more than 70 countries are estimated to be directly engaged in ASM activities
(Singo & Seguin, 2018; Owusu et al., 2019). ASM is an increasingly vital rural economy,
providing direct livelihoods for an estimated 44,5 million people globally and 25 million in
sub-Saharan Africa (Hilson et al., 2021; Moyo et al., 2022). Hilson & Maconachie (2017) also
estimated that about 20 million people in SSA are directly employed in the ASM sector, and
an additional 100 million people indirectly depend upon its activities for their livelihoods.

Despite the economic benefits of ASM, it is highly environmentally destructive (Ofosu et al.,
2020; Kinyondo & Huggins, 2021; Owusu et al., 2019). ASM is associated with
environmental issues such as mercury contamination (Yeaboah et al., 2024; Yeboah, 2023;
Obiri-Yeboah et al., 2021), land degradation, pollution, biodiversity harm (Antwi-Boateng &

© 2024 Author(s). This work is distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution-4.0 license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/).
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Akudugu, 2020), and antagonistic competition with agriculture to production factors such as
land, water, labor, and capital (Ofosu et al., 2020; Gilbert & Osei-Bonsu, 2016; Yeboah,
2023). Agriculture and illegal mining have complex and dynamic connections that might
negatively affect agriculture. They share the same geographical area and compete for the
same input resources, such as land, water, labor, and capital, making them complex (Yeboah,
2023).

The illegal mining sector is characterized by non-compliance to environmental regulations
and, as a result, leads to environmental deterioration issues (Ofosu et al., 2020; Hilson &
Maconachie, 2017), which can, in turn, hurt agricultural productivity. One key mechanism is
land degradation that affects agro-based livelihoods (Mkodzongi & Spiegel, 2019; Munyoka,
2020; Macheka et al., 2021; Magidi & Hlungwani, 2023). Land degradation is associated with
deforestation, making it susceptible to landscape destruction and soil erosion (Marther et al.,
2020), making once-fertile fields unsuitable for agricultural cultivation. Open-pit mining leads
to mixing heavy rock material with topsoil, which has very low water retention, low organic
content, low nutrients, and highly toxic components, rendering the soil unfertile for farming
(Kinimo et al., 2018). For instance, studying the impact of mining on agricultural lands and
food security at Kyebi in the Eastern region of Ghana reported that illegal mining operations
have resulted in land degradation, with crops destroyed and soils contaminated. It implies that
mining-induced land degradation can potentially harm crop production and animal husbandry
in rural regions. Nevertheless, three billion people in rural areas rely on agriculture, with 475
million (80%) living on small farms globally (Gumbo et al., 2024).

Additionally, illegal mining can adversely affect agriculture through water pollution (Obiri et
al., 2016; Mujere & Isidro, 2016). This can be seen in situations when volumes of water are
used in processing mineral ore freshwater (Suglo et al., 2021) as well as when mining waste is
discharged into water bodies and seepage from tailings and waste rock impoundments
(Emmanuel et al., 2018). It can pollute the water bodies with heavy metals such as mercury.
Studies have shown that the metallic mercury (Hg) concentration of river water and wells near
gold mining regions is high (Malik et al., 2010), and these waters might harm food crops
when they flow into agricultural lands. For instance, Dube et al. (2024) and Tuffuor & Takora
(2024) noticed a correlation between the surge in illegal mining-related activities and
increasing water and mercury use. Furthermore, runoff and wastewater from gold mining
have made most water bodies opaque brown due to mud and chemical components from
illegal mining activities (Kusi-Ampofo & Boachie-Yiadom, 2012), rendering them unfit for
home and agricultural use.

In Ghana, as in most African countries, ASM has boosted the economy by creating jobs,
increasing mineral output, particularly gold, and increasing the country’s gross domestic
product. Nonetheless, the disadvantages of unregistered and unregulated ASM outweigh the
advantages (Suglo et al., 2021). For example, Prosper & Guan (2015) reported that the rise of
ASM in the Adowli-Kaleo district, one of Ghana’s Upper West Region districts, has had a
significant environmental impact, including farmland loss, crop and forest cover destruction,
and water body pollution.

Obeng et al. (2019) also recognized illegal mining as a source of environmental issues such as
water pollution, deforestation, low soil fertility, and limited access to agricultural land.
Furthermore, the disturbances created by illegal mining activities in the country include the
destruction of forest cover and soils due to the entry of hazardous waste into soil and water
bodies, frequently leading to health concerns. According to Suglo et al. (2021), the
repercussions of illegal mining operations in Ghana should be prioritized for essential
restitution because efforts to address the implications of the sector’s operations have stalled,
even though researchers and policymakers have investigated illegal mining. Research has



shown that understanding how artisanal mining relates to other standard livelihood methods,
such as smallholder farming, is one of the best ways to predict how it would affect rural
populations (Osumanu, 2020). Therefore, this study aims to evaluate how illegal mining
affects agriculture in Ghana’s East Akim municipality.

1 Overview of Mineral Mining in Ghana

Mining in Ghana can be divided into two major types based on the production scale: large-
scale mining (LSM) and small-scale mining (SSM). For decades, Ghana has had both ASM
and large-scale gold mining operations (Yankson & Gough, 2019). In Ghana, SSM
encompasses ASM, which indigenous people mainly perform. SSM is a less intensive form of
mining that uses simple or primitive equipment (Aziabah & Ayelazuno, 2024). SSM is
defined as mining gold by a technique that does not require enormous spending by an
individual or group of individuals not more than nine in number or by a supportive society
made up of ten or more persons in Ghana (Worlanyo & Jiangfeng, 2021). On the other hand,
LSM typically requires a substantial financial outlay, a substantial workforce, and advanced
technology (Amponsah-Tawiah & Dartey-Baah, 2011). Amidst all this, both LSM and SSM
support numerous livelihoods for the local, nearby, and distant communities at the
microeconomic level; in particular, mining acts as a shock absorber and buffer in local and
nearby communities. It means that, on a personal level, mining helps poor farmers and
residents survive while also fostering the expansion of small and medium-sized enterprises
(Wilson et al., 2015).

1.1 Defining Illegal Mining in Ghana

Mining is considered illegal when carried out without a permit or in unapproved areas such as
forest reserves, game reserves, or near water resources, even if a permit is granted (Erusani &
Aji, 2022). In Ghana, ASM, known as galamsey, is deemed unlawful because operators have
not legally registered their locations with the government (McQuilken & Hilson, 2016;
Andrews, 2015). Since 1989, when the Small-Scale Gold Mining Law (BRR, 1989) went into
effect, there has been an official division between illegal artisanal mining (galamsey) and
lawful SSM. The former Minister of Lands, Forestry, and Mines recently stated that galamsey
operations cannot be equated to SSM, which is allowed and supported in the country
(Banchirigah & Hilson, 2010). However, ASM is commonly called illegal mining because
most ASM operators have not registered their operations, and their activities are mainly
carried out unofficially (McQuilken & Hilson, 2016). ASM operators also rely heavily on
labor-intensive, low-tech, primitive mining techniques and tools to unearth mineral-bearing
rocks and extract desired minerals or metals such as gold, diamond, and cobalt (Aziabah &
Ayelazuno, 2024; Bansah, 2023). It is a hallmark of illegal mining, which comprises crude
mineral extraction techniques, extremely laborious processes, hazardous working conditions,
and frequently detrimental human and environmental health consequences (Baddianaah,
2024). ASM is a crucial livelihood activity in Ghana, generating significant income,
employment, and economic progress. ASM employs an estimated one million people in
Ghana and supports approximately 4.5 million more (McQuilken & Hilson, 2016).

According to Yeboah (2023), Ghana’s government has attempted to combat illegal mining
since 1989, but it has not been effective yet. Examples of such interventions include
legislation, military interventions, and alternative livelihood programs (Yeboah et al., 2024).
According to Yeboah (2023), some of the reasons for the failure of government interventions
aimed at combating illegal mining activities in Ghana include inadequate legal and
institutional structures, political interference, and a lack of political will to deal with Ghanaian
politicians. Moreover, Yeboah (2023) argues that state enforcement authorities need more



resources, equipment, technology, and financial and human resources to properly monitor and
manage illegal mining operations. Furthermore, inadequate stakeholder management, a lack
of planning, and insufficient collaboration between the government, the Minerals
Commission, and local chiefs harmed plans to combat illegal mining in the country.

2 Research Methods

2.1 Study Setting

This article forms part of a more extensive (Adjei et al., 2023) conducted between January
and July 2023 in the East Akim Municipality in Ghana. The East Akim Municipality is
located in the central portion of the Eastern Region at coordinates 5°55'29.89"N
0°58'55.78"W. 1t is bordered by six districts, namely, Atiwa District to the north, Juaben to
the south, Suhum-Kraboa-Coaltar District to the west, Fanteakwa District to the east, New
Juaben to the south, and West Akim District to the north. It has a total land area of about
725 km?. The terrain is typically undulating, with various rock formations providing relief
features, from flat-bottomed lowlands to steep-sided highlands rich in bauxite, gold-bearing
rocks, kaolin, and iron pans (GSS, 2015).

2.2 Respondents and Sampling Method

The study participants were selected using probability (i.e. random sampling) and non-
probability (i.e. purposive sampling) sampling techniques. A three-stage sampling technique
was used to select the respondents because a multistage sampling technique helps collect data
from large, geographically spread populations such as this study’s population (Sedgwick,
2015). The study’s population is smallholder farmers spread across the eight zonal councils in
the East Akim Municipality. Consequently, in the first sampling stage, the simple random
sampling technique selected five zonal councils, representing more than half of the zonal
councils. This technique uses the fishbowl method without replacement. In the second stage,
two communities were also selected from each of the five selected zonal councils using the
simple random fishbowl method without replacement, making ten communities. These
communities were Akim Tafo, Apedwa, Asafo, Asiakwa, Bunso, Maase, New Tafo, Old
Tafo, Osiem and Kibi. In the third stage of the sampling process, four farmers were
purposively sampled from each of the ten communities, comprising 40 farmers. Hence, 40
respondents were used for the study. Additionally, two traditional leaders and two officials
from the East Akim Municipal Assembly were selected for an interview on the impact of
illegal mining on agriculture in the area.

23 Research Design and Data Analysis

This study used a mixed research approach comprising qualitative and quantitative data
collection and analysis methods. This approach not only enables diversification of methods of
collecting data from respondents (Creswell et al., 2007), but it also allows for a more
prosperous and valid interpretation by complementing the strengths of both qualitative and
quantitative methods (Decrop, 1999). The study used a questionnaire, interview, and
observation to collect data from primary sources in January-July 2023. A questionnaire was
chosen because it provides a structured and standardized approach to collecting data, allowing
for generalization, consistency, and comparability among respondents, essential for statistical
analysis (Dillman et al., 2014). The questionnaire used in this study was in English and
comprised 29 open and closed questions grouped under four sections, lettered A-D. Section A
consisted of questions on respondents’ demographics. Section B consisted of questions
assessing the causes of the upsurge in illegal mining at East Akim municipality. Section C



comprised questions examining the impact of illegal mining on agricultural land, and Section
D consisted of questions investigating the effects of illegal mining on agricultural
productivity. The interviewers personally administered the questionnaires to the respondents
in the field. In cases where a respondent did not know English, the interviewers translated the
questions into his/her mother tongue.

The authors conducted the interviews to capture the diverse perspectives and rich, detailed
data that the quantitative methods might overlook (Patton, 2014). The interviews aimed to
gain a nuanced understanding of the complex dynamics between illegal mining and
agriculture in the East Akim Municipality. The qualitative data was obtained by using an
interview guide for in-depth interviews (Eppich et al., 2019) with officials from government
institutions, chiefs, and local leaders. Thematic analyses were employed to analyze the
qualitative data. The interviews were tape-recorded and transcribed verbatim, and frequencies
of similar words and phrases were sought to help identify themes. It helped identify patterns
in the data and make conclusions. The respondents’ responses have been presented as
quotations to buttress the quantitative results analyzed.

The quantitative and qualitative data were coded and descriptively analyzed using the IBM
Statistical Package for Social Sciences to obtain the frequencies and percentages. The results
were then presented in tables and pie charts in Section 3.

3 Findings and Discussion

3.1 Background Characteristics of the Respondents

The primary data shows that 31 (77.5%) farmers were male while a few nine (22.5%) were
females. Most farmers were between the ages of 31-40 (37.5%) and 51-60 (37.5%).
Furthermore, a significant number of 16 (40%) of the farmers had no formal education, and a
good number of 11 (27.5%) had a basic level of education. In addition, most farmers were
farm owners (37.5%) or farmers on family lands (37.5%). The background characteristics of
the farmers are represented in Table 1.

Tab. 1: Socio-demographic characteristics of the respondents

Socio-demographic characteristics Frequency of Percentage

responses [%]

Male 31 77.5

Gender Female 9 22.5
Total 40 100.0

18-30 2 5.0

31-40 15 37.5

Age 41-50 4 10.0
51-60 15 37.5

Above 60 4 10.0

Total 40 100.0

No education 16 40.0

Basic education 11 27.5

Educational level Secondary education 4 10.0
Not answered 9 22.5

Total 40 100.0




Socio-demographic characteristics Frequency of Percentage

responses [%o]

Married/co-habitation 30 75.0

Single 2 5.0

) Divorced 1 2.5
Marital status Widowed 5 125
Not answered 2 5.0

Total 40 100.0

No dependent 2 5.0

Household size g g 1(5)8
[number of persons] More than 3 3 80.0
Total 40 100.0

Farm owner 15 37.5

Tenant farmer 7 17.5

Type of land ownership ~ Family land 15 37.5
Other types 3 7.5

Total 40 100.0

6-10 years 13 32.5

Length of residency in the 11-15 years 13 325
community More than 15 years 14 35.0
Total 40 100.0

Source: Authors’ field survey from 2023

3.2 The Impact of Illegal Mining on Agricultural Land

Previous studies show that ASM operations have long-term impacts on agricultural lands by
depleting environmental resources such as water, soil, the landscape, vegetation, and the
ecosystem, among others, and these environmental deterioration issues tend to hurt agriculture
(Suglo et al., 2021; Mensah et al., 2015). In line with this, this section analyses the
environmental impact of illegal mining in terms of its impact on agricultural land. From the
analysis, more than half (82.5%) of the study participants indicated that illegal mining has
adversely affected agricultural lands. Some of the identified impacts include flooding of farms
(31.3%), loss of forest cover and biodiversity (26%), constant erosion (24.2%), and land
pollution from toxic chemicals (18%). Usually, large tracts of forests that serve as buffers are
destroyed by illegal mining, thereby exposing farmlands to excessive runoff and floods
(Adjei, 2017). This is detrimental because flooding harms agricultural systems, causing
massive crop damage, disease outbreaks (i.e., fungal diseases), and destroying animal feed
(Praveen & Sharma, 2019). Another key issue that arises from the depletion of forest
resources and, in turn, threatens agricultural productivity is soil erosion (Bhandari et al.,
2021). This is because essential plant nutrients such as nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, and
calcium are lost when soil is eroded. Eroded soil typically contains about three times more
nutrients than the soil left behind on eroded land (Berhe et al., 2018; Meena et al., 2017). The
loss of soil nutrients negatively affects crop growth. The farmers’ responses regarding the
impact of illegal mining on agricultural lands are depicted in Table 2.



Tab. 2: The impact of illegal mining activities on agricultural land

The respondents’ attitude to the illegal mining activities’ Frequency of Percentage

impact responses [%]

Illegal mining Agree 33 82.5
adversely affects Disagree 7 17.5
agricultural land. Total 40 100.0
Flooding of farms 16 48.5

. . Loss of forest cover and biodiversity 4 12.1

If you agree with this Constant erosion 8 24.2

statement, what are

the main impacts? Land pollution from toxic chemicals

used by illegal miners S 15.2
Total 33 100.0
Source: Authors’ field survey from 2023

33 The Impact of Illegal Mining on Water Bodies

In response to the impact of illegal mining activities on water bodies, the majority (86.5%) of
the farmers indicated that illegal mining is negatively affecting the water bodies in the area,
and the remaining (13.5%) indicated that illegal mining is not having any impact on the water
bodies in the area. This finding aligns with various studies (Obiri-Yeboah et al., 2021;
Kuffour et al., 2018), indicating that illegal activities seriously influence water bodies. Water
is a vital input for agricultural productivity in practically every aspect. It has a decisive effect
on yield because even good seeds and fertilizers can only reach their full potential if plants are
adequately watered (Dhawan, 2017). Hence, the destruction of the quality of water bodies’
water by illegal mining activities (Emmanuel et al., 2018) significantly affects crop
production.

Figure 1 presents respondents’ answers about the impact of illegal mining on water bodies.

* Agree - Disagree

Source: Authors’ field survey from 2023
Fig. 1: Respondents’ attitude towards the statement: ,, Illegal mining adversely affects water
bodies.”

Further interactions with the farmers revealed that the water bodies had been polluted with
dirt and chemicals from illegal mining operations, making them unhealthy. It is consistent
with studies that show that illegal mining significantly harms the quality of water bodies
through acid mine drainage, heavy metal contamination, leaching, processing chemical
pollution, erosion, and sedimentation (SDWF, 2024; Obiri et al., 2016; Mujere & Isidro,
2016). The large amount of water required to wash the ore frequently leads to illegal miners
working near water bodies (Nasirudeen & Allan, 2014; Mudyazhezha & Kanhukamwe,

13



2014), and tailings are thrown directly into rivers without any treatment, resulting in severe
debris contamination (Kessey & Arko, 2013). It does not only change the aesthetics of the
river/stream but also its physical, chemical, and biological properties, rendering it unsuited for
agricultural and domestic use.

One of the farmers in an interview explained that:

“The water bodies here have changed color. They have all turned to brown,
making it difficult to use.” (Authors’ field survey from 2023)

Another farmer in an interview expressed that:

“This water problem has become a huge challenge for us. See, the water bodies
around my farm have become so brown that I cannot use them to water my farms.
I now have to carry water from the house to help me water the farms. I used to
pay people to help me carry the water, but their charges have become so high that
I cannot afford them anymore. So, I make my children carry gallons of water on
Saturdays and keep them on the farm for further use.” (Authors’ field survey from
2023)

In addition, the District Assembly Senior Executive Officer from the Asafo district added in
an interview that:

“We have constantly received complaints from the various communities
concerning the state of the water bodies. If you visit the water bodies, you will see
that most of them have turned brown. We recently tested the water quality, filled
with heavy metals such as mercury and lead. So, pollution of the water bodies is a
challenge for everybody. The farmers cannot use it for irrigation, and households
cannot use it for home use.” (Authors’ field survey from 2023)

34 The Impact of Illegal Mining on Crop Output

According to Junior & Matsui (2018), food production has historically suffered significant
shortages in locations where illegal mining is common. It has been attributed to factors such
as a decrease in agricultural land use due to mining (Suglo et al., 2021; Aborah, 2014), as well
as the damage of land and water resources used for crop production (Emmanuel et al., 2018;
Boadi et al., 2016). Therefore, this section assesses how illegal mining has affected crop
output in the region. From the responses, the majority (82.5%) of the smallholder farmers
indicated that illegal mining has led to a decline in crop output. The farmers’ responses
regarding the impact of illegal mining on crop output have been illustrated in Figure 2.



17,5%

82,5%

Agree ' Disagree

Source: Author’s field survey from 2023
Fig. 2: Respondents’ attitude towards the statement: ,, Illegal mining adversely affects a
crop output”

Interview responses with farmers indicated that their crop output has significantly decreased.
The farmers attributed the decline in crop output to factors such as the reduction in farmlands,
destruction of farmlands, continuous flooding of farmlands, and soil infertility. This is
consistent with Gilbert & Osei-Bonsu’s (2016) assessment that by deteriorating arable lands,
contaminating water bodies, polluting the air, and transferring labor from food crop
production to mining, illegal small-scale gold mining is primarily responsible for low food
production. One of the respondents in an interview explained that:

“Our crops are constantly destroyed by floods because there are no more trees to
control the floods.” (Authors’ field survey from 2023)

Also, illegal mining has, over the years, become a severe competitor for agricultural land for
its operation (Atta & Tholana, 2022; Gilbert & Osei-Bonsu, 2016) since illegal mining has
spread quickly into new frontiers, especially true in areas where agricultural activities have
historically been present (Ofosu et al., 2020). This scenario was observed in the study area as
farmers lamented the reduction in their farmlands due to the encroachment of illegal miners.
Some even indicated that portions of their farms were sold to illegal miners by their family
heads for quick money. Most rural farmers work on family lands and, therefore, do not have
ownership over their farmlands. As such, the farmlands can be sold even without the consent
of the farmers. One of the farmers in an interview expressed:

“My crop yield has significantly reduced. At first, I was able to produce more
than 18 bags of cocoa annually, but now, I produce just about six bags. Large
portions of my farmland were sold to illegal miners by my family heads, reducing
the size of the land I farm. So I have been farming on a small piece of land for so
long, and this has caused the soil to be depleted.” (Authors’ field survey from
2023)

It is confirmed that 3.5% of Ghana’s land, formerly used for agriculture, has been taken over
by illegal mining (Yiridomoh, 2021). Suglo et al. (2021) also argue that it is evident that the
loss in land use for agriculture induced by mining, particularly illegal mining, will adversely
affect agricultural output.



3.5 Discussion

Ghana’s agricultural sector is regarded as the most significant sector of the economy,
employing approximately 29.75% of the country’s workforce (Asravor & Sackey, 2023) and
accounting for approximately 18.27% of the country’s gross domestic product (Statista,
2024). However, there is a significant overlap between mining and agriculture (Cuba et al.,
2014), and the rivalry for essential inputs frequently leads to conflict (Aragon & Rud, 2012).
Agriculture competes with mining activities for resources such as land use and water,
frequently resulting in long-term repercussions of mining on agriculture (Adjei et al., 2021;
Duncan, 2020; Hilson, 2002). In line with this, this study aims to analyze the impact of illegal
ASM on agriculture in Ghana’s East Akim municipality. The findings on the impact of illegal
mining on agriculture are in tandem with those of Ofosu et al. (2020), who found that illegal
mining could have adverse effects on agriculture through three main mechanisms: land
degradation and farm invasions, water contamination, and mercury contamination.

The study’s findings showed that illegal mining operations harm the farmlands by destroying
forest cover and causing frequent flooding, erosion, and land degradation. It has been
established that one of the most notable effects of illegal mining is the loss of large areas of
forest cover, which causes the vegetation to shift from thick to sparse (Adjei, 2017). This is
because, in order to make way for their operations, illegal miners frequently clear trees from
certain landscapes (Osman et al., 2022). Because ASM is unregulated, the miners frequently
get away with implementing environmental safety and restoration measures like afforestation.
Therefore, by stripping the land bare of vegetation, the soil becomes prone to erosion, and
farmlands become liable to flood (Gilbert & Osei-Bonsu, 2016) since there are no trees to
serve as a buffer. The study discovered such scenarios in the study area as the respondents
expressed that they have been experiencing constant soil erosion and flooding of their
farmlands a massive threat to agricultural productivity. The adverse impact of flooding on
agriculture has been discussed by various studies (Praveen & Sharma, 2019). Sili et al. (2020)
stated that floods cause massive damage to crops and affect the level and variability of
agricultural production. In addition, Osman et al. (2022) indicated that flooding farmlands
caused by illegal mining activities was one of the primary causes of cocoa production decline
in Ghana’s Amansie West District. Furthermore, research indicates that erosion is the most
dangerous to soil fertility and productivity, making regulating nutrient loss difficult (Rashmi
et al., 2022; Rahman, 2013; Kefi & Yoshino, 2010). For example, Asfaw et al. (2020)
evaluated Malawi’s economic distributional impacts of soil loss. They found that erosion
deprives rural families of the natural capital required to raise agricultural production and
improve food security. In addition, soil erosion wipes away nutrient-rich topsoil, depriving
crops of the necessary nutrients to grow.

In addition, there was a reported incidence of land pollution from heavy metals from illegal
mining activities, which has adversely affected the suitability of the land for crop production.
This is in tandem with findings showed that land pollution from mining activities has resulted
in low crop growth at Kyebi in the eastern region of Ghana. This is because toxic chemicals
such as cyanide and mercury used in mining render the soil inappropriate for crop production,
thereby reducing crop production.

ASM can also adversely affect agriculture by contaminating water through its operations
(Mihaye, 2020; Obiri et al., 2016; Mujere & Isidro, 2016; Owusu-Koranteng, 2008). The
study discovered that water bodies in the area had been polluted by heavy metals and residues
from ASM activities, making them unsafe for use. It verifies a study by Cordy et al. (2011),
which found that unregulated mining in Colombia has resulted in significant levels of mercury
contamination in the region. ASM-related activities have been linked to increased usage of
heavy metals (e.g., mercury and cyanide) (Seccatore et al., 2014), and since legal miners do



not follow environmental guidelines, they mostly release the toxic chemicals from their
operations into water bodies (Nti et al., 2020). It leads to the fact that the water bodies harm
agricultural use as they threaten plant and animal life (Okorogbona et al., 2018; Amankwabh,
2013).

Furthermore, responses from the smallholder farmers revealed that agricultural productivity in
the area has generally decreased due to farming on smaller plots of land, low soil fertility due
to continuous cropping, and water and land pollution. This is consistent with the assumption
that crop yields are often low in locations where illegal mining is prominent (Osman et al.,
2022; Junior & Matsui, 2018). For example, a study of mining’s effects on agricultural lands
and food security in Kyebi and the eastern region of Ghana discovered a direct causal
association between mining and low food production in mining villages. Furthermore, a
careful examination of Ghana’s agricultural productivity records (2009-2014), consumer price
indices (effectively, inflation rate) of foodstuffs (2011-2015), and national food import
statistics (2012-2014) reveal a steady decrease in food production and a corresponding rise in
consumer price indices in Ghana’s mineral-rich regions, which are notorious for illegal
mining activities (Gilbert & Osei-Bonsu, 2016).

According to Basir-Cyio et al. (2020), destroying natural resources and the environment
directly affects agricultural productivity. This was witnessed in the study, as the disturbance
and large clearing of forest for mining activities within the study area have directly resulted in
environmental issues such as forest, land, and water resource destruction. It has perpetuated
issues such as constant erosion, flooding of farms, land and water pollution. Flooding and
erosion have caused ongoing crop loss and soil fertility deterioration. In addition, Ghana’s
agricultural growth, like that of many African countries, is driven by land expansion rather
than land productivity (yield increase) (Diao et al., 2010). Evidence from the study indicates
that land areas formerly used for agricultural purposes have been taken over by illegal mining.
Therefore, a reduction in agricultural land for illegal mining has ultimately led to a reduction
in agricultural growth.

One of the main limitations of this study is that the effects of illegal mining on agriculture
may vary over time due to legislative interventions, economic developments, or changes in
mining strategies. As a result, future studies should include longitudinal studies to track
changes over time and better understand the long-term effects of illegal ASM. Furthermore,
this study’s impact assessment is limited because it only considers direct impacts, such as land
degradation, water pollution, and crop loss, while ignoring indirect effects, such as changes in
local economies and social structures. This narrow focus could result in an incomplete
understanding of the overall impact. Therefore, in future studies, the authors will seek to take
a more thorough approach, including both direct and indirect effects, to obtain a more
complete picture of the impact of illegal mining activities on agriculture.

Conclusion

By assessing the impact of illegal ASM on agricultural land, water bodies and crop output, the
findings from this study shows that illegal ASM activities have adverse consequences for crop
production. Agriculture and mining share the same production factors, and the unregulated
nature of ASM has led to the degradation of these production resources, resulting in an
adverse impact on agriculture. This has been the dynamics at the East Akim municipality,
where illegal ASM has led to the pollution of water bodies, thereby hindering their use for
irrigation purposes and land degradation, which has led to soil fertility issues. These
environmental issues resulting from illegal ASM in the area have profound implications for
agricultural productivity, resulting in reduced crop output.



Based on the results of this study, it is recommended that the central government, through
local governments, invest in restoration efforts by allocating financial and technical resources
to rehabilitate degraded lands damaged by illegal ASM. It could include restoring soil
fertility, replanting vegetation, and promoting biodiversity. Furthermore, the local authorities
could encourage other income-generating activities for mining-dependent communities, like
boosting small-scale businesses or agroforestry, diminishing their reliance on illegal mining.

References

Aborah, E. O. (2014). Effects of Small-Scale Mining on Food Production in the Amansie West
District of  the Ashanti Region. Doctoral dissertation thesis.
https://ir.knust.edu.gh/server/api/core/bitstreams/8c4dctaa-1528-4afe-8f50-
d7c43076a7a6/content

Adjei, A. (2017). The impact of illegal mining (Galamsey) on cocoa production and
livelihood _a case study of Amansie West District. Doctoral dissertation thesis.
https://ir.uew.edu.gh/bitstream/handle/123456789/4327/The%20impact%200f%20illega
1%20mining%20%28galamsey%29%200n%20coc0a%20production%20and%?20livelih
00d%20a%20case%20study%200f%20Amansie%20west%20district.pdf?sequence=1&
isAllowed=y

Adjei, K. J., Appiah, W., Eshun, B., Chemah, D. N., & Addai, H. (2023). The Contest
between Illegal Mining and Agricultural Productivity: Interrogating the Nexus in East
Akim Municipality. Doctoral dissertation thesis. Kumasi, Ashanti region, Ghana:
Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology. Manuscript in Preparation.

Adjei, V., Amaning, E. F., & Adjokatse, I. T. (2021). The Evil Couple: Illegal Mining in
Water Bodies and Climate Change: A Case Study of Ghana. Journal of Atmospheric
Science Research, 5(3), 37-51. https://doi.org/10.30564/jasr.v5i13.4778

Amankwah, E. (2013). Impact of illegal mining on water resources for domestic and irrigation
purposes. ARPN Journal of  FEarth Sciences, 2(3), 117-121.
https://arpnjournals.com/jes/research papers/rp 2013/jes_0913 29.pdf

Amponsah-Tawiah, K., & Dartey-Baah, K. (2011). Corporate Social Responsibility in Ghana.
International  Journal of Business and Social Science, 2(17), 107-112.
https://old.adapt.it/adapt-indice-a-z/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/amponsah-tawiah -
dartey-baah_csr.pdf

Andrews, N. (2015). Digging for Survival and/or Justice? The Drivers of Illegal Mining
Activities in Western Ghana. Africa Today, 62(2), 3-24.
https://doi.org/10.2979/africatoday.62.2.3

Antwi-Boateng, O., & Akudugu, M. A. (2020). Golden Migrants: The Rise and Impact of
Illegal Chinese Small-Scale Mining in Ghana. Politics & Policy, 48(1), 135-167.
https://doi.org/10.1111/polp.12342

Aragon, F., & Rud, J. P. (2012). Mining, Pollution and Agricultural Productivity: Evidence
from Ghana. Simon Fraser University, Department of Economics, Working Papers.
https://summit.sfu.ca/ flysystem/fedora/sfu_migrate/10934/dp12-08.pdf

Asfaw, S., Pallante, G., & Palma, A. (2020). Distributional impacts of soil erosion on
agricultural productivity and welfare in Malawi. Ecological Economics, 177, 106764.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolecon.2020.106764


https://ir.knust.edu.gh/server/api/core/bitstreams/8c4dcfaa-1528-4afe-8f50-d7c43076a7a6/content
https://ir.knust.edu.gh/server/api/core/bitstreams/8c4dcfaa-1528-4afe-8f50-d7c43076a7a6/content
https://ir.uew.edu.gh/bitstream/handle/123456789/4327/The%20impact%20of%20illegal%20mining%20%28galamsey%29%20on%20cocoa%20production%20and%20livelihood%20a%20case%20study%20of%20Amansie%20west%20district.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://ir.uew.edu.gh/bitstream/handle/123456789/4327/The%20impact%20of%20illegal%20mining%20%28galamsey%29%20on%20cocoa%20production%20and%20livelihood%20a%20case%20study%20of%20Amansie%20west%20district.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://ir.uew.edu.gh/bitstream/handle/123456789/4327/The%20impact%20of%20illegal%20mining%20%28galamsey%29%20on%20cocoa%20production%20and%20livelihood%20a%20case%20study%20of%20Amansie%20west%20district.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://ir.uew.edu.gh/bitstream/handle/123456789/4327/The%20impact%20of%20illegal%20mining%20%28galamsey%29%20on%20cocoa%20production%20and%20livelihood%20a%20case%20study%20of%20Amansie%20west%20district.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://doi.org/10.30564/jasr.v5i3.4778
https://arpnjournals.com/jes/research_papers/rp_2013/jes_0913_29.pdf
https://old.adapt.it/adapt-indice-a-z/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/amponsah-tawiah_-dartey-baah_csr.pdf
https://old.adapt.it/adapt-indice-a-z/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/amponsah-tawiah_-dartey-baah_csr.pdf
https://doi.org/10.2979/africatoday.62.2.3
https://doi.org/10.1111/polp.12342
https://summit.sfu.ca/_flysystem/fedora/sfu_migrate/10934/dp12-08.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolecon.2020.106764

Asravor, R. K., & Sackey, F. G. (2023). Impact of Technology on Macro-Level Employment
and the Workforce: What are the Implications for Job Creation and Job Destruction in
Ghana?. Social Indicators Research, 168, 207-225. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11205-023-
03109-6

Atta, S. K., & Tholana, T. (2022). Cost competitive analysis of large-scale gold mines in
Ghana from 2007 to 2016. Mineral Economics, 35, 53-65.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13563-021-00256-5

Aziabah, M. A., & Ayelazuno, J. A. (2024). The failure of the militarised fight against
‘Galamsey’in Ghana: A critical overview of the class and political dynamics. Journal of
Planning and Land Management, 3(2), 38-51. https://doi.org/10.36005/jplm.v3i2.78

Baddianaah, 1. (2024). Reflecting on the impact of an artisanal and small-scale mining ban on
impoverished agrarian communities in northern Ghana. The Extractive Industries and
Society, 19, 101502. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.exis.2024.101502

Banchirigah, S. M., & Hilson, G. (2010). De-agrarianization, re-agrarianization and local
economic development: Re-orientating livelihoods in African artisanal mining
communities. Policy Sciences, 43, 157—180. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11077-009-9091-5

Bansah, K. J. (2023). Artisanal and Small-Scale Mining Formalization in Ghana: The
Government’s Approach and its Implications for Cleaner and Safer Production. Journal
of Cleaner Production, 399, 136648. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2023.136648

Basir-Cyio, M., Isrun-Baso, M., Nakazawa, K., Mahfudz-Muchtar, T., Napitupulu, M.,
Anshary, A., Abd Rauf, R. & Laude, S. (2020). The effect of traditional gold mining to
land degradation, mercury contamination and decreasing of agricultural productivity.
Bulgarian Journal of Agricultural Science, 26(3), 612-621.
https://www.agrojournal.org/26/03-17.pdf

Berhe, A. A., Barnes, R. T., Six, J., & Marin-Spiotta, E. (2018). Role of Soil Erosion in
Biogeochemical Cycling of Essential Elements: Carbon, Nitrogen, and Phosphorus.
Annual  Review of  FEarth and  Planetary  Sciences, 46, 521-548.
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-earth-082517-010018

Bhandari, D., Joshi, R., Regmi R. R. & Awasthi, N. (2021). Assessment of Soil Erosion and
Its Impact on Agricultural Productivity by Using the RMMF Model and Local
Perception: A Case Study of Rangun Watershed of Mid-Hills, Nepal. Applied and
Environmental Soil Science. https://doi.org/10.1155/2021/5747138

Boadi, S., Nsor, C. A., Antobre, O. O., & Acquah, E. (2016). An analysis of illegal mining on
the Offin shelterbelt forest reserve, Ghana: Implications on community livelihood.
Journal of Sustainable Mining, 15(3), 115-119.
https://doi.org/10.1016/;.jsm.2016.12.001

BRR (1989). Precious Minerals Marketing Corporation Act (P.N.D.C.L. 219). Ghana
Business Regulatory Reforms Portal. https://www.brr.gov.gh/reg_details.php?id=NDI5

Cordy, P., Veiga, M. M., Salih, 1., Al-Saadi, S., Console, S., Garcia, O., Mesa, L. A.,
Velasquez-Lopez, P. C. & Roeser, M. (2011). Mercury contamination from artisanal
gold mining in Antioquia, Colombia: The world’s highest per capita mercury pollution.
Science of the Total Environment, 410-411, 154-160.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2011.09.006


https://doi.org/10.1007/s11205-023-03109-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11205-023-03109-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13563-021-00256-5
https://doi.org/10.36005/jplm.v3i2.78
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.exis.2024.101502
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11077-009-9091-5
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2023.136648
https://www.agrojournal.org/26/03-17.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-earth-082517-010018
https://doi.org/10.1155/2021/5747138
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsm.2016.12.001
https://www.brr.gov.gh/reg_details.php?id=NDI5
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2011.09.006

Creswell, J. W., Hanson, W. E., Clark Plano, V. L., & Morales, A. (2007). Qualitative
Research Designs: Selection and Implementation. The Counseling Psychologist, 35(2),
236-264. https://doi.org/10.1177/0011000006287390

Cuba, N., Bebbington, A., Rogan, J., & Millones, M. (2014). Extractive Industries,
Livelihoods and Natural Resource Competition: Mapping Overlapping Claims in Peru
and Ghana. Applied Geography, 54, 250-261.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apgeog.2014.05.003

Decrop, A. (1999). Triangulation in qualitative tourism research. Tourism Management,
20(1), 157-161. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0261-5177(98)00102-2

Dhawan, V. (2017). Water and agriculture in India. OAV — German Asia-Pacific Business
Association.
https://www.oav.de/fileadmin/user upload/5 Publikationen/5 Studien/170118 Study
Water Agriculture India.pdf

Diao, X., Hazell, P., & Thurlow, J. (2010). The Role of Agriculture in African Development.
World Development, 38(10), 1375-1383.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2009.06.011

Dillman, D. A., Smyth, J. D., & Christian, L. M. (2014). Internet, Phone, Mail, and Mixed-
Mode Surveys: The Tailored Design Method, 4™ ed. John Wiley & Sons. ISBN 978-1-
118-45614-9.

Dube, T., Dube, T., Dalu, T., Gxokwe, S., & Marambanyika, T. (2024). Assessment of Land
Use and Land Cover, Water Nutrient and Metal Concentration Related to Illegal Mining
Activities in an Austral Semi—Arid River System: A Remote Sensing and Multivariate
Analysis  Approach. Science of The Total Environment, 907, 167919.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2023.167919

Duncan, A. E. (2020). The Dangerous Couple: Illegal Mining and Water Pollution—A Case
Study in Fena River in the Ashanti Region of Ghana. Journal of Chemistry.
https://doi.org/10.1155/2020/2378560

Emmanuel, A. Y., Jerry, C. S., & Dzigbodi, D. A. (2018). Review of Environmental and
Health Impacts of Mining in Ghana. Journal of Health and Pollution, 8(17), 43-52.
https://doi.org/10.5696/2156-9614-8.17.43

Eppich, W. J., Gormley, G. J., & Teunissen, P. W. (2019). In-Depth Interviews. In Nestel, D.,
Hui, J., Kunkler, K., Scerbo, M., & Calhoun, A. (Eds.), Healthcare Simulation
Research, 85-91. Cham: Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-26837-4 12

Erusani, A. S., & Aji, A. C. (2022). Anthropogenic activities of illegal mine resistance to the
environment and social economic dynamics. International Journal of Social Science,
1(5), 853—858. https://doi.org/10.53625/1jss.v115.1370

Gilbert, D., & Osei-Bonsu, A. (2016). Illegal Small-Scale Gold Mining in Ghana: A Threat to
Food Security. Journal of Food Security, 4(5), 112-119.
https://www.delvedatabase.org/uploads/resources/Illegal-Small-Scale-Gold-Mining-in-
Ghana-A-Threat-to-Food-Security.pdf

GSS. (2015). Ghana Demographic and Health Survey 2014. Ghana Statistical Service,
Rockville, Maryland, USA.
https://www2.statsghana.gov.gh/docfiles/publications/2014%20GDHS%20%20Report.
pdf


https://doi.org/10.1177/0011000006287390
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apgeog.2014.05.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0261-5177(98)00102-2
https://www.oav.de/fileadmin/user_upload/5_Publikationen/5_Studien/170118_Study_Water_Agriculture_India.pdf
https://www.oav.de/fileadmin/user_upload/5_Publikationen/5_Studien/170118_Study_Water_Agriculture_India.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2009.06.011
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2023.167919
https://doi.org/10.1155/2020/2378560
https://doi.org/10.5696/2156-9614-8.17.43
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-26837-4_12
https://doi.org/10.53625/ijss.v1i5.1370
https://www.delvedatabase.org/uploads/resources/Illegal-Small-Scale-Gold-Mining-in-Ghana-A-Threat-to-Food-Security.pdf
https://www.delvedatabase.org/uploads/resources/Illegal-Small-Scale-Gold-Mining-in-Ghana-A-Threat-to-Food-Security.pdf
https://www2.statsghana.gov.gh/docfiles/publications/2014%20GDHS%20%20Report.pdf
https://www2.statsghana.gov.gh/docfiles/publications/2014%20GDHS%20%20Report.pdf

Gumbo, E. B., Matsa, M. M., Kowe, P., Shabani, T., & Shabani, T. (2024). Towards
developing a framework to manage mining-induced land degradation in rural areas of
Zimbabwe: A review. GeoJournal, 89, 151. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10708-024-11158-
8

Hilson, G. (2002). An Overview of Land Use Conflicts in Mining Communities. Land Use
Policy, 19(1), 65-73. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0264-8377(01)00043-6

Hilson, G., & Maconachie, R. (2017). Formalising artisanal and small-scale mining: insights,
contestations and clarifications. Area, 49(4), 443-451.
https://doi.org/10.1111/area.12328

Hilson, G., Mondlane, S., Hilson, A., Arall, A., & Laing, T. (2021). Formalizing artisanal
and small-scale mining in Mozambique: Concerns, priorities and challenges. Resources
Policy, 71, 102001. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resourpol.2021.102001

Junior, K. J. K., & K. Matsui, K. (2018). The Impact of Environmental Degradation by
Surface Mining on Sustainable Agriculture in Ghana. International Journal of Food and
Nutrition, 2018(2).
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330982716 International Journal of Food a
nd Nutrition The Impact of Environmental Degradation by Surface Mining on Su
stainable Agriculture in_Ghana

Kefi, M., & Yoshino, K. (2010). Evaluation of the Economic Effects of Soil Erosion Risk on
Agricultural Productivity using Remote Sensing: Case of Watershed in Tunisia.
International Archives of the Photogrammetry, Remote Sensing and Spatial Information
Science, 38(8), 930-935. https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mohamed-
Kefi/publication/288372388 Evaluation of the economic effects of soil erosion ris
k on_agricultural productivity using remote sensing Case of watershed in Tunisia/
links/5fef1ee3299bf14088613346/Evaluation-of-the-economic-effects-of-soil-erosion-
risk-on-agricultural-productivity-using-remote-sensing-Case-of-watershed-in-
Tunisia.pdf

Kessey, K. D., & Arko, B. (2013). Small Scale Gold Mining and Environmental Degradation,
in Ghana: Issues of Mining Policy Implementation and Challenges. Journal of Studies
in Social Sciences, 5(1), 12-30. https://core.ac.uk/reader/229607110

Kinimo, K. C., Yao, K. M., Marcotte, S., Kouassi, N’G. L. B., & Trokourey, A. (2018).
Distribution Trends and Ecological Risks of Arsenic and Trace Metals in Wetland
Sediments around Gold Mining Activities in Central-Southern and Southeastern Cote
d’Ivoire. Journal of Geochemical Exploration, 190, 265-280.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gexplo.2018.03.013

Kinyondo, A., & Huggins, C. (2021). State-led efforts to reduce environmental impacts of
artisanal and small-scale mining in Tanzania: Implications for fulfilment of the
sustainable development goals. Environmental Science & Policy, 120, 157-164.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2021.02.017

Kuffour, R. A., Tiimub, B. M., & Agyapong, D. (2018). Impacts of Illegal Mining
(Galamsey) on the Environment (Water and Soil) at Bontefufuo Area in the Amansie
West District. Journal of Environment and Earth Science, 8(7), 98-107.
https://www.iiste.org/Journals/index.php/JEES/article/view/43372


https://doi.org/10.1007/s10708-024-11158-8
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10708-024-11158-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0264-8377(01)00043-6
https://doi.org/10.1111/area.12328
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resourpol.2021.102001
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330982716_International_Journal_of_Food_and_Nutrition_The_Impact_of_Environmental_Degradation_by_Surface_Mining_on_Sustainable_Agriculture_in_Ghana
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330982716_International_Journal_of_Food_and_Nutrition_The_Impact_of_Environmental_Degradation_by_Surface_Mining_on_Sustainable_Agriculture_in_Ghana
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330982716_International_Journal_of_Food_and_Nutrition_The_Impact_of_Environmental_Degradation_by_Surface_Mining_on_Sustainable_Agriculture_in_Ghana
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mohamed-Kefi/publication/288372388_Evaluation_of_the_economic_effects_of_soil_erosion_risk_on_agricultural_productivity_using_remote_sensing_Case_of_watershed_in_Tunisia/links/5fef1ee3299bf14088613346/Evaluation-of-the-economic-effects-of-soil-erosion-risk-on-agricultural-productivity-using-remote-sensing-Case-of-watershed-in-Tunisia.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mohamed-Kefi/publication/288372388_Evaluation_of_the_economic_effects_of_soil_erosion_risk_on_agricultural_productivity_using_remote_sensing_Case_of_watershed_in_Tunisia/links/5fef1ee3299bf14088613346/Evaluation-of-the-economic-effects-of-soil-erosion-risk-on-agricultural-productivity-using-remote-sensing-Case-of-watershed-in-Tunisia.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mohamed-Kefi/publication/288372388_Evaluation_of_the_economic_effects_of_soil_erosion_risk_on_agricultural_productivity_using_remote_sensing_Case_of_watershed_in_Tunisia/links/5fef1ee3299bf14088613346/Evaluation-of-the-economic-effects-of-soil-erosion-risk-on-agricultural-productivity-using-remote-sensing-Case-of-watershed-in-Tunisia.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mohamed-Kefi/publication/288372388_Evaluation_of_the_economic_effects_of_soil_erosion_risk_on_agricultural_productivity_using_remote_sensing_Case_of_watershed_in_Tunisia/links/5fef1ee3299bf14088613346/Evaluation-of-the-economic-effects-of-soil-erosion-risk-on-agricultural-productivity-using-remote-sensing-Case-of-watershed-in-Tunisia.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mohamed-Kefi/publication/288372388_Evaluation_of_the_economic_effects_of_soil_erosion_risk_on_agricultural_productivity_using_remote_sensing_Case_of_watershed_in_Tunisia/links/5fef1ee3299bf14088613346/Evaluation-of-the-economic-effects-of-soil-erosion-risk-on-agricultural-productivity-using-remote-sensing-Case-of-watershed-in-Tunisia.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mohamed-Kefi/publication/288372388_Evaluation_of_the_economic_effects_of_soil_erosion_risk_on_agricultural_productivity_using_remote_sensing_Case_of_watershed_in_Tunisia/links/5fef1ee3299bf14088613346/Evaluation-of-the-economic-effects-of-soil-erosion-risk-on-agricultural-productivity-using-remote-sensing-Case-of-watershed-in-Tunisia.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/reader/229607110
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gexplo.2018.03.013
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2021.02.017
https://www.iiste.org/Journals/index.php/JEES/article/view/43372

Kusi-Ampofo, S., & Boachie-Yiadom, T. (2012). Assessing the Social and Environmental
Impacts of lllegal Mining Operations in River Bonsa. Research report.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/333747122 ASSESSING THE SOCIAL A
ND _ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF ILLEGAL MINING OPERATIONS IN
RIVER BONSA Prepared By PURE FM-TARKWA for the BUSAC Project

Macheka, M. T., Maharaj, P., & Nzima, D. (2021). Choosing between environmental
conservation and survival: Exploring the link between livelihoods and the natural
environment in rural Zimbabwe. South African Geographical Journal, 103(3), 358-373.
https://doi.org/10.1080/03736245.2020.1823875

Magidi, M., & Hlungwani, P. M. (2023). Development or destruction? Impacts of mining on
the environment and rural livelihoods at Connemara Mine, Zimbabwe. South African
Geographical Journal, 105(2), 157-178.
https://doi.org/10.1080/03736245.2022.2032294

Malik, R. N., Husain, S. Z., & Nazir, I. (2010). Heavy Metal Contamination and
Accumulation in Soil and Wild Plant Species from Industrial Area of Islamabad,
Pakistan. Pakistan Journal of Botany, 42(1), 291-301.
https://www.pakbs.org/pjbot/PDFs/42(1)/PJB42(1)291.pdf

Marther, S. S., Jephias, M., & Prudence, T. (2020). Assessing the Role of Artisanal and
Small-Scale Mining in Poverty Alleviation: A Case of Barn Mining Area, Ward 25

Matopo: Matabeleland South Province. Environmental Management and Sustainable
Development, 9(2). https://doi.org/10.5296/emsd.v912.16990

McQuilken, J., & Hilson, G. (2016). Artisanal and small-scale gold mining in Ghana.
Evidence to inform an Action Dialogue. Country report. International Institute for
Environment and Development. ISBN 9781784313302. https://www.iied.org/16618iied

Meena, N. K., Gautam, R., Tiwari, P., & Sharma, P. (2017). Nutrient losses in soil due to
erosion.  Journal of  Pharmacognosy  and  Phytochemistry,  1009-1011.
https://www.phytojournal.com/archives/2017/vol6issue6S/PartX/SP-6-6-239.pdf

Mensah, A. K., Mabhiri, I. O., Owusu, O., Mireku, O. D., Wireko, 1., &. Kissi, E. A. (2015).
Environmental Impacts of Mining: A Study of Mining Communities in Ghana. Applied
Ecology and Environmental Sciences, 3(3), 81-94. https://pubs.sciepub.com/aees/3/3/3/

Mihaye, J. (2020). Small-Scale Mining in the East Akim Municipality: A “Resource Curse” in
Disguise? International Journal of Scientific Engineering and Research (IJSER), 8(12).
https://www.ijser.in/archives/v8i12/SE201215152027.pdf

Mkodzongi, G., & Spiegel, S. (2019). Artisanal Gold Mining and Farming: Livelihood
Linkages and Labour Dynamics after Land Reforms in Zimbabwe. The Journal of
Development Studies, 55(10), 2145-2161.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00220388.2018.1516867

Moyo, T., Chitaka, T. Y., Lotter, A., Schenck, C. J., & Petersen, J. (2022). Urban mining
versus Artisanal and Small-Scale Mining (ASM): An interrogation of their contribution

to sustainable livelihoods in sub-Saharan Africa. The Extractive Industries and Society,
12,101173. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.exis.2022.101173

Mudyazhezha, S., & Kanhukamwe, R. (2014). Environmental Monitoring of the Effects of
Conventional and Artisanal Gold Mining on Water Quality in Ngwabalozi River,

Southern Zimbabwe. International Journal of Environmental Monitoring and Analysis,
2(2). https://doi.org/10.11648/j.ijema.20140202.20


https://www.researchgate.net/publication/333747122_ASSESSING_THE_SOCIAL_AND_ENVIRONMENTAL_IMPACTS_OF_ILLEGAL_MINING_OPERATIONS_IN_RIVER_BONSA_Prepared_By_PURE_FM-TARKWA_for_the_BUSAC_Project
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/333747122_ASSESSING_THE_SOCIAL_AND_ENVIRONMENTAL_IMPACTS_OF_ILLEGAL_MINING_OPERATIONS_IN_RIVER_BONSA_Prepared_By_PURE_FM-TARKWA_for_the_BUSAC_Project
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/333747122_ASSESSING_THE_SOCIAL_AND_ENVIRONMENTAL_IMPACTS_OF_ILLEGAL_MINING_OPERATIONS_IN_RIVER_BONSA_Prepared_By_PURE_FM-TARKWA_for_the_BUSAC_Project
https://doi.org/10.1080/03736245.2020.1823875
https://doi.org/10.1080/03736245.2022.2032294
https://www.pakbs.org/pjbot/PDFs/42(1)/PJB42(1)291.pdf
https://doi.org/10.5296/emsd.v9i2.16990
https://www.iied.org/16618iied
https://www.phytojournal.com/archives/2017/vol6issue6S/PartX/SP-6-6-239.pdf
https://pubs.sciepub.com/aees/3/3/3/
https://www.ijser.in/archives/v8i12/SE201215152027.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/00220388.2018.1516867
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.exis.2022.101173
https://doi.org/10.11648/j.ijema.20140202.20

Mujere, N., & Isidro, M. (2016). Impacts of Artisanal and Small-Scale Gold Mining on Water
Quality in Mozambique and Zimbabwe. In McKeown, A. E., & Bugyi, G. (Eds.),
Impact of Water Pollution on Human Health and Environmental Sustainability. (pp.
101-119). IGI Global. https://doi.org/10.4018/978-1-4666-9559-7.ch005

Munyoka, E. (2020). Mining and Environmental Rights in Zimbabwe. A Case of Zvishavane
District. Developing Country Studies, 10(8). https://doi.org/10.7176/DCS/10-8-06

Nasirudeen, A. F., & Allan, A. (2014). Managing the Impacts of Mining on Ghana’s Water
Resources from a Legal Perspective. Journal of Energy and Natural Resource
Management, 1(3). https://jenrm.uenr.edu.gh/index.php/uenrjournal/article/view/59

Nti, T., Chen, YF., Quayson, B. P., Agyei, F. Y. (2020). Illegal Mining and Sustainability
Performance: Evidence from Ashanti Region, Ghana. International Journal of Scientific
Research and Management (IJSRM), 8(3), 1661-1676.
https://doi.org/10.18535/ijsrm/v8i03.em03

Obeng, E. A., Oduro, K. A., Obiri, B. D., Abukari, H., Guuroh, R. T., Djagbletey, G. D.,
Appiah-Korang, J., & Appiah, M. (2019). Impact of Illegal Mining Activities on Forest
Ecosystem Services: Local Communities’ Attitudes and Willingness to Participate in
Restoration Activities in Ghana. Heliyon, 5(10).
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2019.e02617

Obiri, S., Mattah, P. A., Mattah, M. M., Armah, F. A., Osae, S., Adu-kumi, S., &Yeboah, P.
0. (2016). Assessing the Environmental and Socio-Economic Impacts of Artisanal Gold
Mining on the Livelihoods of Communities in the Tarkwa Nsuaem Municipality in
Ghana. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 13(2),
160. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph13020160

Obiri-Yeboah, A., Nyantakyi, E. K., Mohammed, A. R., Yeboah, S. L. I. K., Domfeh, M. K.,
& Abokyi, E. (2021). Assessing potential health effect of lead and mercury and the
impact of illegal mining activities in the Bonsa river, Tarkwa Nsuaem, Ghana. Scientific
African, 13, €00876. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sciaf.2021.e00876

Ofosu, G., Dittmann, A., Sarpong, D., & Botchie, D. (2020). Socio-economic and
environmental implications of Artisanal and Small-scale Mining (ASM) on agriculture
and  livelihoods.  Environmental  Science &  Policy, 106, 210-220.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2020.02.005

Okorogbona, A. O. M., Denner, F. D. N., Managa, L. R., Khosa, T. B., Maduwa, K., Adebola,
P. O., Amoo, S. O., Ngobeni, H. M., & Macevele, S. (2018). Water Quality Impacts on
Agricultural Productivity and Environment. In Lichtfouse, E. (Ed.), Sustainable
Agriculture Reviews, 27. (pp. 1-35). Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-
75190-0_1

Osman, N., Afele, J. T., Nimo, E., Gorleku, D. O., Ofori, L. A., & Abunyewa, A. A. (2022).
Assessing the Impact of Illegal Small-scale Mining (Galamsey) on Cocoa Farming and
Farmer Livelihood: A Case Study in the Amansie West District of Ghana. Pelita
Perkebunan (a  Coffee and Cocoa  Research  Journal, 38(1), 70-82.
https://doi.org/10.22302/iccri.jur.pelitaperkebunan.v38i1.496

Osumanu, I. K. (2020). Small-scale Mining and Livelihood Dynamics in North-eastern
Ghana: Sustaining Rural Livelihoods in a Changing Environment. Progress in
Development Studies, 20(3), 208-222. https://doi.org/10.1177/1464993420934223


https://doi.org/10.4018/978-1-4666-9559-7.ch005
https://doi.org/10.7176/DCS/10-8-06
https://jenrm.uenr.edu.gh/index.php/uenrjournal/article/view/59
https://doi.org/10.18535/ijsrm/v8i03.em03
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2019.e02617
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph13020160
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sciaf.2021.e00876
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2020.02.005
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-75190-0_1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-75190-0_1
https://doi.org/10.22302/iccri.jur.pelitaperkebunan.v38i1.496
https://doi.org/10.1177/1464993420934223

Owusu, O., Bansah, K. J., & Mensah, A. K. (2019). “Small in size, but big in impact”: Socio-
environmental reforms for sustainable artisanal and small-scale mining. Journal of
Sustainable Mining, 18(1), 38—44. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsm.2019.02.001

Owusu-Koranteng, D. (2008). Mining Investment & Community Struggles. Review of African
Political Economy, 35(117), 467—473. https://doi.org/10.1080/03056240802411115

Patton, M. Q. (2014). Qualitative research & evaluation methods: Integrating theory and
practice, 4" ed. Sage Publishing. ISBN 9781412972123.

Praveen, B., & Sharma, P. (2019). A Review of Literature on Climate Change and its Impacts
on Agriculture productivity. Journal of  Public  Affairs, 19(4).
https://doi.org/10.1002/pa.1960

Prosper, L. B., & Guan, Q. (2015). Analysis of Land Use and Land Cover Change in Nadowli
District, Ghana. In 2015 23" International Conference on Geoinformatics. (pp. 1-6).
Wuhan, China, IEEE. https://doi.org/10.1109/GEOINFORMATICS.2015.7378647

Rahman, H. (2013). A Study on Exploration of Ethnobotanical Knowledge of Rural
Community in Bangladesh: Basis for Biodiversity Conservation. [International
Scholarly Research Notices. https://doi.org/10.1155/2013/369138

Rashmi, 1., Karthika, K.S., Roy, T., Shinoji, K.C., Kumawat, A., Kala, S., & Pal, R. (2022).
Soil Erosion and Sediments: A Source of Contamination and Impact on Agriculture
Productivity. In Naeem, M., Bremont, J. F. J., Ansari, A. A., & Gill, S. S. (Eds.),

Agrochemicals in Soil and Environment: Impacts and Remediation. (pp. 313-345).
Singapore: Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-16-9310-6 14

SDWF.  (2024).  Safe  Drinking  Water  Foundation.  Saskatoon,  Canada.
https://www.safewater.org/

Seccatore, J., Veiga, M., Origliasso, C., Marin, T., & De Tomi, G. (2014). An Estimation of
the Artisanal Small-Scale Production of Gold in the World. Science of the Total
Environment, 496, 662—667. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2014.05.003

Sedgwick, P. (2015). Multistage sampling. BMJ, 351. https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.h4155

Sili, N., Apostu, I. — M., & Faur, F. (2020). Floods and their Effects on Agricultural
Productivity. Research Journal of  Agricultural Science, 52(4).
https://rjas.ro/download/paper version.paper_file.81b0c7cb6cfc7465.53696c¢695f41706
£73747551466175722e6461632e706466.pdf

Singo, P., & Seguin, K. (2018). Best practices: Formalization and Due Diligence in Artisanal
and Small-Scale Mining. IMPACT Transforming Natural Resource Management. ISBN
978-1-897320-39-6. https://impacttransform.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/11/IMPACT ASM-Best-Practices May-2018-EN-web.pdf

Statista. (2024). Ghana: Share of economic sectors in the gross domestic product (GDP) from
2012 to 2022. https://www.statista.com/statistics/447524/share-of-economicsectors-in-
the-gdp-in-ghana/

Suglo, P., Effah, P., Acheampong, A. A., Sunkari, R., & Yeboah, A. (2021). Effects of Illegal
Mining on the Environment, Economy, and Agricultural Productivity. Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology, 6(4), 79-91. https://doi.org/10.11648/j.bmb.20210604.11

Tuffuor, K. A., & Takora, R. B. (2024). Effects of Illegal Mining on Human Security in
Ghana. Medicon Engineering Themes, 6(2), 15-36.
https://themedicon.com/pdf/engineeringthemes/MCET-06-190.pdf


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsm.2019.02.001
https://doi.org/10.1080/03056240802411115
https://doi.org/10.1002/pa.1960
https://doi.org/10.1109/GEOINFORMATICS.2015.7378647
https://doi.org/10.1155/2013/369138
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-16-9310-6_14
https://www.safewater.org/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2014.05.003
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.h4155
https://rjas.ro/download/paper_version.paper_file.81b0c7cb6cfc7465.53696c695f41706f7374755f466175722e646f632e706466.pdf
https://rjas.ro/download/paper_version.paper_file.81b0c7cb6cfc7465.53696c695f41706f7374755f466175722e646f632e706466.pdf
https://impacttransform.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/IMPACT_ASM-Best-Practices_May-2018-EN-web.pdf
https://impacttransform.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/IMPACT_ASM-Best-Practices_May-2018-EN-web.pdf
https://www.statista.com/statistics/447524/share-of-economicsectors-in-the-gdp-in-ghana/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/447524/share-of-economicsectors-in-the-gdp-in-ghana/
https://doi.org/10.11648/j.bmb.20210604.11
https://themedicon.com/pdf/engineeringthemes/MCET-06-190.pdf

Wilson, M. L., Renne, E., Roncoli, C., Agyei-Baffour, P., & Tenkorang, E. Y. (2015).
Integrated Assessment of Artisanal and Small-Scale Gold Mining in Ghana—Part 3:

Social Sciences and Economics. International Journal of Environmental Research and
Public Health, 12(7), 8133—-8156. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph120708133

Worlanyo, A. S., & Jiangfeng, L. (2021). Evaluating the Environmental and Economic Impact
of Mining for Post-mined Land Restoration and Land-Use: A Review. Journal of
Environmental Management, 279. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2020.111623

Yankson, P. W. K., & Gough, K. V. (2019). Gold in Ghana: The effects of changes in large-
scale mining on artisanal and small-scale mining (ASM). The Extractive Industries and
Society, 6(1), 120—128. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.exis.2018.09.009

Yeboah, R., Tenkorang, E., Mensah, O., & Jibril, A. B. (2024). Environment and
development: analysing the impact of diplomatic relations and governance challenges in
countering Chinese Involvement in Illegal gold mining in Ghana. Cogent Social
Sciences, 10(1). https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2024.2423853

Yeboah, S. A. (2023). Digging Deeper: The Impact of Illegal Mining on Economic Growth
and Development in Ghana. https://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/117641/

Yiridomoh, G. Y. (2021). “Illegal” Gold Mining Operations in Ghana: Implication for
Climate-Smart Agriculture in Northwestern Ghana. Frontiers in Sustainable Food
Systems, 5. https://doi.org/10.3389/fsufs.2021.745317

Henrietta Addai; Kelvin Jeffery Adjei; Bright Eshun; Dennis Nyojah Chemah;
William Appiah


https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph120708133
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2020.111623
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.exis.2018.09.009
https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2024.2423853
https://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/117641/
https://doi.org/10.3389/fsufs.2021.745317

ZKOUMANI DOPADU NELEGALNI REMESLNE TEZBY A TEZBY V MALEM MERITKU
NA ZEMEDELSTVI V REGIONU EAST AKIM

Nelegalni femeslna tézba a tézba v malém métitku (ASM) sice podporuje Zivobyti mnoha
Ghananti a pfispivd k nerostnému bohatstvi zem¢, ale jeji nekontrolovany a nezdkonny
charakter ma rizné negativni disledky. To je obzvlasté znepokojivé, protoze je povazovana
za klicové odvétvi ghanské ekonomiky, které v roce 2023 zaméstnava piiblizné tfetinu
pracovni sily. Z tohoto diivodu nasledujici ¢lanek zkouma dopad nelegélni tézby na
zemedelstvi v ghanské obci East Akim s vyuzitim kvalitativnich a kvantitativnich
vyzkumnych metod. Prostiednictvim tfistupniové techniky vybéru vzorku se dotaznikového
Setfeni v obdobi leden-Cervenec 2023 zucastnilo 40 drobnych zemédé€lcti vybranych z deseti
komunit regionu Vychodni Akim. Krom¢ toho byly provedeny ctyii rozhovory s vedoucimi
piedstaviteli a ufedniky obecniho zastupitelstva Vychodni Akim na zkoumané téma. Zjisténi
reprezentovana popisnymi statistickymi metodami potvrdila, Ze nelegdlni tézba ma za
nasledek masovou degradaci plidy, zneciSténi toxickymi chemikdliemi, neustdlé zaplavy
a erozi pudy, coz negativné ovlivituje produktivitu zeméd¢€lstvi v regionu.

UNTERSUCHUNG DER AUSWIRKUNGEN DES ILLEGALEN HANDWERKLICHEN UND
KLEINGEWERBLICHEN BERGBAUS AUF DIE LANDWIRTSCHAFT IN DER REGION
EAST AKIM

Wihrend der illegale handwerkliche und kleinteilige Bergbau (ASM) die Existenzgrundlage vieler
Ghaner unterstiitzt und zum mineralischen Reichtum des Landes beitrédgt, fiihrt seine unkontrollierte
und rechtswidrige Natur zu verschiedenen negativen Auswirkungen. Dies ist besonders
besorgniserregend, da dieser Sektor als Schliisselsektor der Wirtschaft Ghanas gilt und im Jahr 2023
etwa ein Drittel der Beschiftigten beschiftigt. Aus diesem Grund untersucht der folgende Artikel die
Auswirkungen des illegalen Bergbaus auf die Landwirtschaft in der Region East Akim in Ghana unter
Verwendung qualitativer und quantitativer Forschungsmethoden. Durch eine dreistufige
Stichprobentechnik nahmen 40 Kleinbauern aus zehn Gemeinden der Gemeinde Ost-Akim an der
Fragebogenbefragung im Zeitraum Januar bis Juli 2023 teil. Dariiber hinaus wurden vier Interviews
mit Fihrungskriften und Beamten der Gemeindeversammlung von East Akim zu dem befragten
Thema gefiihrt. Die Ergebnisse der deskriptiven statistischen Methoden bestétigten, dass der illegale
Bergbau zu einer massiven Bodendegradation, einer Verschmutzung durch giftige Chemikalien,
kontinuierlichen Uberschwemmungen und Bodenerosion gefiihrt hat, was sich negativ auf die
landwirtschaftliche Produktivitét in der Region auswirkt.

BADANIE WPLYWU NIELEGALNEGO GORNICTWA RZEMIESLNICZEGO I NA MALA
SKALE NA ROLNICTWO W REGIONIE EAST AKIM

Podczas gdy nielegalne gornictwo rzemieslnicze i na malg skale (ASM) wspiera zrodta utrzymania
wielu Ghanczykdéw 1 przyczynia si¢ do bogactwa mineralnego kraju, jego niekontrolowany
iniezgodny z prawem charakter powoduje rozne negatywne reperkusje. Jest to szczegdlnie
niepokojace, poniewaz jest uwazany za kluczowy sektor gospodarki Ghany, zatrudniajacy okotlo
jednej trzeciej sity roboczej w 2023 roku. Z tego powodu w ponizszym artykule zbadano wplyw
nielegalnego wydobycia na rolnictwo w regionie East Akim w Ghanie przy uzyciu jakosciowych
iilosciowych metod badawczych. Dzigki trzystopniowej technice doboru proby, 40 drobnych
rolnikow wybranych z dziesigciu spolecznosci w gminie East Akim wzigto udzial w badaniu
ankietowym w okresie od stycznia do lipca 2023 roku. Ponadto przeprowadzono cztery wywiady
z liderami 1 urzednikami Zgromadzenia Miejskiego East Akim na badany temat. Ustalenia
przedstawione za pomoca opisowych metod statystycznych potwierdzity, ze nielegalne wydobycie
doprowadzito do masowej degradacji gruntéw, zanieczyszczenia toksycznymi chemikaliami, ciaggltych
powodzi i erozji gleby, co negatywnie wptyneto na wydajnos¢ rolnictwa w regionie.
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Abstrakt

Clanek se zabyva motivaci dospélych lidi s poruchou intelektu, ktefi se ucastni pravidelného
vzdélavaciho programu ,,Prijdte k nam na vejsku!“. Tento program realizuji na Katedie
socialni prace a specidlni pedagogiky Fakulty pfirodovédné-humanitni a pedagogické
Technické univerzity v Liberci pedagogové v tandemové vyuce spolu se svymi studenty
od 9. 3. 2023. Aktivizacni program sleduje trend udrzitelného celoZivotniho vzdé€lavéni a je
zaméteny predevS§im na zvySovani motivace k uceni, kontinudlni rozvoj kognitivnich
schopnosti, socialni interakci a posilovani védomi sebe sama u osob s poruchou intelektu.
Vyzkum je zalozeny na reflexi téchto osob, ktefi jiz druhym rokem pravidelné dochazeji na
univerzitu. V ¢lanku prezentujeme kvalitativni vyzkumné Setieni uskute¢néné formou fokus
group, jehoz cilem bylo zjistit ndazory dospélych lidi s poruchou intelektu zapojenych do
programu ,,Pfijd’te k ndm na vejSku!* na vzdélavani a také definovat faktory, které piisobi na
motivaci téchto osob k u€eni, a to zjejich vlastniho pohledu. Ziskand data byla kdédovéana
pomoci tematické analyzy a vyhodnocena v kontextu pfedem definovanych tfi vyzkumnych
otazek.
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Uvod

'C‘

Koncept vzdélavaciho programu pod nazvem ,Pfijdte kndm na vejSku!* vznikl jako
dobrovolnicky projekt, jehoZz primarnim zdmérem je poskytnout v regionu alespoil jednu
kontinudlni ptilezitost celoZivotniho vzdelavani pro dospélé osoby s poruchou intelektu (déle
jen ucastniki), ktefi v dospélosti zpravidla nemaji zaddnou redlnou moznost kognitivniho
rozvoje. Podle MKN-11 (UZIS, 2024) miizeme za poruchy intelektového vyvoje povaZzovat
neurovyvojové poruchy, které se vyznacuji ,,vyznamné podprimeérnou urovni intelektovych
funkci a adaptivniho chovéani* (MKN-11, kéd 6A00). Do stejné kategorie neurovyvojovych
poruch patii naptiklad poruchy autistického spektra, vyvojové poruchy uceni nebo poruchy
pozornosti s hyperaktivitou (Bazalova 2023, s. 23-26). Program zaroven také castecné
pfispivd k realizacim odborné praxe studentd socidlni prace a specidlni pedagogiky
na akademické pidé€, a to pfimo pod tandemovym vedenim akademickych pracovniki
Katedry socialni prace a specialni pedagogiky Fakulty ptirodovédné-humanitni a pedagogické
Technické univerzity v Liberci (dale jen KSS FP TUL), kteti jsou v pozici lektorii v daném

© 2024 Author(s). This work is distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution-4.0 license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/).
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programu. Sekundarn¢ dochdzi k funkénimu didaktickému propojeni akademickych
pracovnikl s budoucimi pomdhajicimi profesiondly ve smysluplné partnerské spolupraci. Na
pudé TUL se timto ojedinélym zplisobem realizuje inkluze, kdy skupina lidi ve véku od 17 do
65 let pravidelné 1 krat za 14 dni v dob€ od 16 do 18 hodin dochazi do dvou paralelnich tid,
v nichz probihd specidlné¢ pojatd vyuka témat potiebnych pro zivot. Pro prvni b¢h
vzdélavaciho programu byla témata uréena vyucujicimi z fad pracovniki KSS FP TUL a pro
nasledujici 3 semestry si je volili vzdy sami tcastnici. Jednalo se o témata jako napt. emoce,
ptiroda, komunikace, etiketa, dopis a pisemny styk, hudba, tradice, vztahy, knihy, partnerstvi,
naro¢né zivotni situace, pravni povédomi, deprese, prevence stresu, Sikana, média, zavislosti,
prvni pomoc ¢i finance a finan¢ni gramotnost.

Univerzita, resp. KSS, jiz Ctvrty semestr poskytuje novou socialni stimulaci 20 lidem, jejichz
postizeni intelektu, navic v kombinaci s dal$i poruchou (napf. smyslovou, télesnou nebo
dusevni), jim znemoziiuje jinou béZnou moznost mentalni aktivizace v néjaké Skolské
(vzdélavaci) instituci. Setkavaji se zde lidé z Libereckého kraje, u nichz pozorujeme proménu
pocatecni kratkodobé motivace (€asto ptivodné vnucené blizkym okolim) v dlouhodobé piani
pokracovat, ve vlastnim zajmu se vzdélavat, ptijmout zodpovédnost za pravidelnou dochazku,
zase se ucit a menit se. Pro lidi s poruchou intelektu je obtizné uvazovat o sobé. V ramci
programu je mj. u¢ime zdravému sebehodnoceni skrze hledani vlastni hodnoty, kterd se
u nékterych znich vytratila v neveselych vzpominkdch na tUtrpnou, a bohuzel nckdy
i ponizujici zkusSenost s vlastni nedostate¢nosti a opakovanym selhdvanim. V programu
,Piijd’te k ndm na vejsku!* zaZivaji piijeti a nadéji. Spole¢né si stanovujeme cile, diskutujeme
o smysluplnosti a usilujeme o nendsilnou komunikaci. Rosenberg (2023, s. 77) ptedpoklada,
ze ucitel, ktery vede nendsilnou komunikaci se svymi zdky, motivuje k vzajemnému
obohaceni Zzivota pozitivnim pfistupem. Ve vzijemném respektu a skrze nové (spise
teoretické) zkuSenosti poméahame témto lidem rust, hledat vlastni hodnotu a posilovat
motivaci k vlastni sebeaktualizaci. Sledujeme pokroky, dostavame zpétnou vazbu, a to i od
lidi, ktefi jesté pfed dvéma roky nebyli schopni vyjadfovat svoje ndzory a sdilet vlastni pocity.
LUvedomila jsem si o sobé vSechno mozny, i kdyz je tézky rikat, co mé bavi. Lip vim, co délam
porad Spatne.” ,.Dalo mi to vSechno a je to uzitecny.* ,,Az prijdu domii, budu vypravet, jaky
mame uprimny ucitelky.

Prvnim impulzem k dal§imu vzdélavani téchto osob byli zpravidla socialni pracovnici nebo
rodiCe, ktefi ziskali a pomohli zprostfedkovat informace o pldnovaném projektu. Dale se
poptavka Sifila mezi prateli. Nyni je kapacita zcela naplnéna, protoZe jen dva lidé postoupili
své misto dal§im zajemctim, ostatni maji zajem ve vzdélavani pokracovat.

1 Prace s motivaci u ¢lovéka s poruchou intelektu

., Motivace je stav, ktery aktivuje chovani a dava mu smér. Subjektivné je vnimana
jako vedoma touha. Pricinami motivace mohou byt fyziologické uddalosti
probihajici v mozku a téle, ale také kulturni a socialni interakce s jedinci v nasem
okoli“ (Nolen-Hoeksema a kol. 2012, s. 420).

Intaktni ¢lovek je vétSinou schopen se rozhodnout, zda bude tyto touhy nésledovat, ¢i nikoliv.
Dokéze sam sebe piimét k tomu, aby se urcité touhy vzdal nebo aby délal néco, co je s jeho
touhou v rozporu, co délat nechce. To je zaloZeno na schopnosti autoregulace. Tato prace
s vlastni motivaci mliZze byt ale pro lidi s poruchou intelektu pomérmné naro¢na. Situaci jim
vyrazné¢ komplikuje predevSim vyjime¢né emocni prozivani, které je zakladnim
mechanismem autoregulace. Je pro ngj typicka zvySend drazdivost, vétsi pohotovost k afektu
a rozladéni. Nedostatecny racionalni nadhled limituje rozvoj funkéniho zptisobu autoregulace.
Tato nedostatecné kontrola ovladani vlastnich emoci vede k preferenci jednani, které piinasi
bezprostfedni uspokojeni potieb (Vagnerova, 2004, s. 295). Emoce, motivace a dlouhodoba



zameienost urcuji lidské jednani z hlediska dynamiky a z hlediska jeho obsahu. VSechny
emoce je mozné vnimat jako popudy k jednéni, které se formuji nasimi zivotnimi zkusenostmi
a sociokulturnim prostfedim (Valenta, Michalik, Lecbych a kol., 2012, s. 244). Proto je
vhodné pravé s emocemi nakladat jako s hlavnim motivacnim cCinitelem ve vzdélavani lidi
s poruchou intelektu.

U cloveéka s poruchou intelektu, stejné jako u kohokoliv jiného, vnimdme Sirokou Skalu
potieb, a tedy i motivli (pobidek), k jejichz uspokojovani miize dochazet pravé v ramci
vzdélavani, resp. celozivotniho uceni. Jedna se o potiebu stimulace, o potfebu uceni, potiebu
citové jistoty a bezpeci, potfebu seberealizace nebo potfebu zivotni perspektivy. V ramci
potfeby uceni maji tito lidé tendenci naucit se porozumét svému okoli, lidem a situacim.
Velmi silna pfitom byva potieba jistoty a bezpeci, kterou je pfi vzdélavani této cilové skupiny
naprosto nezbytné zajistit, mimo jiné s ohledem na casté negativni zkusSenosti s pfedchozim
vzdélavanim, jak uvadime dale. Potfeba seberealizace muze byt poruchou intelektu
limitovana, sebehodnoceni byva mechanickou akceptaci ndzoru autority, se kterou existuje
blizk4 vztahova vazba. Uspokojeni potieby miizeme pozorovat jiz ve chvili dosazeni pozitivni
zpétné vazby od ostatnich lidi, ziskani pochvaly, ocenéni. To ale neni viibec malo, vezmeme-
li v potaz Casté negativni zkuSenosti s reakcemi lidi v jejich okoli (Vagnerova 2004, s. 296).

., Uspokojeni vsech potreb v dostatecné mire a pro né prijatelnym zpiisobem byva
u mentdlné postizenych leckdy obtizné. Oni sami to nedovedou a jejich okoli neni
vzdycky dostatecné citlivé nebo nema zdajem. Neuspokojeni jakékoliv potireby Ize
povazovat za zatézovou situaci, na niz reaguji riznymi obrannymi mechanismy “

(Vagnerova 2004, s. 296).

V procesu podpory lidi s poruchou intelektu v uspokojovéni vlastnich potieb se velmi
osvédcuje tzv. na osobu zaméieny pfistup, ktery je zcela ptirozené uplatiiovan také v ramci
vyse popisovaného vzdélavaciho programu ,,Pfijd’te k ndm na vejsku!*. Tento pfistup pracuje
s celou Skélou zasad. Prozivani Clovéka je stézejni faktor jakékoliv interakce. Subjektivita
prozivani je Ustfednim aspektem osobnosti a kli¢em k jejimu pochopeni. Neni mozné
predpokladat, ze vSichni vnimame vSechny situace stejné, Ze je stejné prozivame, Zze
k vyteSeni problému budeme vSichni kracet po stejné cesté a vyuZzivat pii tom stejné zdroje.
Neni mozné vylozit druhému, jak ma postupovat, aby byl spokojeny, a vychazet ptitom Cisté
ze svych zkuSenosti, preferenci nebo proZivani. Tato strategie nemize byt funk¢ni.

Dalsi zasadou je stavét na tom, co je k dispozici, ¢eho se dostava, co se dafi, a nefixovat se na
to, co neni (nebo toho neni dost) a co se nedafi. V procesu rozvoje potencialu kazdého
¢lovéka s poruchou intelektu je pak nutné respektovat jeho individualni tempo a vSimat si
i malych krickt, které se podafily. Nezapominejme na to, Ze v kazdodennim Zivoté, ktery je
urcovan tempem intaktnich lidi, opakované zazivaji pocity nedostatecnosti, kdy néco nestihaji
nebo se to nedaii dokoncovat zplisobem, ktery ostatni oCekéavaji. Tento pocit nedostatenosti
je natolik posilovan tim, Ze se celozivotné opakuje, a je natolik stresujici, Zze sami lidé
s poruchou intelektu nemusi byt schopni své malé kriicky vpfed vnimat a radovat se z nich.
Akademicky pracovnik (tj. lektor) ma tedy jedine¢nou ulohu v tom, aby ucastnikiim pomohl
tyto pokroky zaregistrovat a mit z nich uspokojeni. Cesta k dosazeni sebemensiho pokroku je
pfitom vniména jako cil. I v pfipad¢€, kdy se lektorovi v ramci vzdélavaciho procesu nepodati
s nékterym z Gcastnikli dosdhnout stanoveného cile, nauci se Gcastnik s poruchou intelektu
béhem cesty k tomuto cili mnoho o sobé€ i o lidech kolem sebe. To se ovSem stane pouze za
predpokladu, Ze mame diveru v jeho vyvojové moznosti. Témi samoziejme nemame na mysli
pouze pokroky v kognitivni oblasti (ktera je limitovdna praveé poruchou intelektu razné
hloubky), ale také zmény vzorcii chovani, rozvoj adaptability apod. Naplnéni vyvojovych
moznosti je ovlivilovano mimo jiné nastavenim obtiZnosti tkolt. Zadavané tkoly musi byt
pro ucastniky vzdélavani objektivné, ale i subjektivné zvladnutelné a zaroven zavazné.



Nastavime-li troven pfiili§ nizkou, budou-li ukoly pfili§ trividlni, nebudou mit ucastnici
z dosazenych cili uspokojeni. Naopak nastavime-li troven piili§ vysokou, dostavi se
demotivace a ztrata chuti poustét se do dalSich tkolt (Petty, 2008, s. 45). Tento princip se
uplatiiyje stejnym zptisobem, jako u intaktnich ucastnikli vzdélavani.

Cely proces vzdélavani je pak zalozen na respektu ke skutecnosti, ze kazdy nese odpoveédnost
sam za sebe, kazdy ma svou vlastni autonomii. Pfijmout odpovédnost totiz znamend, ze je
¢lovek bran vazne, neni tak Uplné zavisly na druhych. Prostfedi vstficné k podpoie autonomie
kazdého Clovéka se vyznacuje minimalizaci kontroly a tlaku a zaroven nabidkou relevantnich
informaci, na zaklad¢ nichz je mozné realizovat autonomni rozhodovani (Frielink, 2017,
s. 13). To se promita do kvality zivota a vnimani vlastni hodnoty. Pfijeti vlastni odpovédnosti
ma dilezity vyznam i v pfipad¢€, kdy neni mozné, aby odpovédnost byla plna (Portner, 2009,
s. 31-37).

2 Zaméreni vyzkumu

Hlavnim vyzkumnym cilem bylo zjistit nazory dospélych lidi s poruchou intelektu,
zapojenych do programu ,,Pfijd’te k ndm na vejSku!* na vyznam vzdé€lavani v jejich Zivoté.
V souvislosti s timto hlavnim cilem byly néasledné zvoleny dva dil¢i cile. Prvnim dil¢im cilem
bylo zjistit faktory, které dospé€lé osoby s poruchou intelektu vedly ke vzdélavani v minulosti
a v soucasnosti a druhym dil¢im cilem bylo zjistit vn&jsi a vnitini faktory ovliviluji motivaci
dospélych osob s poruchou intelektu ke vzdélavani.

K naplnéni cili byly stanoveny tfi vyzkumné otazky (dale jen VO), znichz se odvijely
otazky, které byly v rdmci fokus group pribézné pokladany respondentim. Respondenty jsou
ucastnici programu ,,Ptijd’te k nam na vejsku!“, kteti se do vyzkumu zapojili.

1. VO: Jaky vyznam a piinos ptisuzuji dospélé osoby s poruchou intelektu vzdélavani?

2. VO: Co motivovalo dospé€lé osoby s poruchou intelektu ke vzdélavani v riznych obdobich
jejich Zivota?

3. VO: Jaké zmény v motivaci ke vzdélavani pocituji osoby s poruchou intelektu ve srovnani
s minulosti?

3 Vyzkumna metoda

Metodologie vyzkumu byla navrZena tak, aby poskytla hlubsi vhled do motivace a zkuSenosti
respondentl. Byl zvolen kvalitativni design vyzkumu a uskute¢nil se u 20 respondenti, ktefi
byli vybrani zamérnym dostupnym vybérem. Zakladni vyzkumny soubor tvofil vlastni
vyzkumny soubor (N = 20). Vyzkumu se zGc¢astnili vSichni Gc¢astnici programu, kteti byli ten
den na vyuce pfitomni. Vyzkumny vzorek byl tvofen osobami s poruchou intelektu, konkrétné
se jednalo o 20 osob ve véku 17-65 let s lehkym, stfedné téZkym aZ téZkym mentalnim
postizenim, se schizofrenii a Aspergerovym syndromem. VétSina téchto osob mé navic
mentalni postizeni v kombinaci s motorickymi problémy, poruchami autistického spektra,
Downovym syndromem, naruSenou komunikacni schopnosti, sluchovym a zrakovym
postizenim atd.

Data byla sbirana formou realizace jedné fokusni skupiny, béhem niz se respondenti podélili
o své odpovédi ohledné ditvodd, které je vedly k navratu do Skoly. Dale sdileli pocity spojené
se studiem, zajmy ve Skole a bliZze specifikovali vyznam vzd¢€lavani pro svij Zivot. Metoda
fokusni skupiny (focus group) byla zvolena proto, aby umoznila nejen interakci mezi
respondenty, ale téZ odhalila spolecnd témata a mozné rozdily ve zkuSenostech respondentt.
Na zakladé¢ vysSe uvedenych tii vyzkumnych otazek, viz sekce 2, byly respondentim
pokladany dil¢i otazky. Pro dokresleni situace nékteré z nich uvadime.



Oblast souvisejici s 1. VO, tj. zaméfend na vyznam a piinos vzdélavani: Proc je podle Vas
vzdelavani dilezité? Co Vam vzdelavani prinasi do zivota? Pomdaha Vam to, co se zde ucite
v bézném zivote? Jak? Myslite, ze Vam vzdélavani muzZe v nécem pomoci? V cem? Co byste
poradil/a ostatnim, kteri se chtéji ucit nove veci?

Oblast souvisejici s 2. VO, tj. s motivaci ke vzdelavani — Co Vs primélo zacit se vzdeélavat?
Pamatujete si, na divody, proc jste chodil do skoly drive? Co Vas bavilo nejvice, kdyz jste
chodili do Skoly a ucili se nové véci? Proc jste se rozhodli zapojit do programu ,, Prijdte k
nam na vejsku“? Kdo Vas podporoval ve vzdelavani, kdyz jste byli mladsi? Co nebo kdo Vis
podporuje ucit se dnes? Ma na Vase rozhodnuti vzdélavat se nyni vliv na rodinu, pratele
nebo kamarady? Které téma Vas bavilo nejvice nebo na které téma se tésite nejvic a proc?
Jak se citite, kdyz se naucite néco nového? Co nebo kdo Vas povzbuzuje k dalsimu uceni?

Oblast souvisejici s 3. VO, tj. se zménou v motivaci — Myslite si, Ze Vas uceni ted bavi vice
nez drive? Proc? Zmenilo se néco ve Vasem pristupu ke Skole a vzdélavani? Vnimate rozdil
mezi tim, jak jste se ucili drive a jak se ucite nyni? Co se Vam na soucasném vzdélavani
v programu ,, Prijd'te k nam na vejsku! “ libi nejvice?

3.1 Prubéh sbéru dat

Sbér dat se uskute¢nil 1. 10. 2024 v ramci spolecného prvniho bloku vyuky ,,Pfijd’te k nam na
vejsku!“ v prostorach FP TUL. Respondenti byli sezndmeni s cilem fokusni skupiny
a s prubehem kladeni otdzek ihned na jejim zacatku. Jednalo se o skupinu 20 osob s poruchou
intelektu a 3 lektorti v pozici facilitatord, jez pokladali otazky a moderovali diskuzi, ktera
korespondovala s vyjadfovacimi schopnostmi vétSiny respondenti. Ti se jiz v nasem
programu v minulosti vzdélavali, a tak k lektorim meli davéru. V ramci predchoziho
vzdélavani na univerzité respondenti prosli dil¢i prupravou, zejména s akcentaci na zlepSeni
vyjadfovacich schopnosti. Béhem 45minutové fokusni skupiny byly potfizeny 2 zdznamy
na mobilni telefon (kvili Spatnému zvuku a Sumu) a nésledné prepsany do textové podoby.
Ziskana data byla kédovana pomoci tematické analyzy, identifikace klicovych témat a vzorct
v odpovédich respondenti. Nize uvadéné vysledky byly interpretovany s ohledem na cil
vyzkumu a teoreticky ramec, ktery zahrnuje zejména motivaci k uceni, socialni inkluzi
a terapeuticky vyznam vzdélavani.

VSichni respondenti byli informovani o u€elu vyzkumu, zpiisobu sbéru dat a jejich pravech,
véetné moznosti kdykoliv odstoupit z vyzkumu. Byla zajiSt€éna anonymita a davérnost
respondenti. VSechny osobni udaje respondentli byly anonymizovany a informace byly
a budou uchovavany v souladu s pravidly ochrany osobnich Udaji. Ziskand data vSak
podléhaji urditym limitim ze strany porozuméni, fecovych a vyjadfovacich schopnosti
zkoumané cilové skupiny.

4 Analyza a interpretace vyzkumnych vysledkii

Vyzkumné vysledky byly rozdéleny do ti kategorii, viz Tab. 1, které vysvétluji motivaci lidi
s poruchou intelektu k dalSimu vzdélavani. Kategorii ,,vyznam a pfinos vzdélavani® blize
urcuji kody: osobni a profesni pfinos, dilezitost, hodnota, nové informace a dovednosti, nové
kontakty, vyzvy, plany. Druhou kategorii ,,diivody k dal§imu vzd€lavani® jsme nasytily kody:
motivy, vlivy, impulzy, dileziti lidé, ocekavani, dojmy a piipadné piekdzky. Pro kategorii
treti kategorii ,,zmény v motivaci k uceni byly stanoveny kody: zména, vzpominky, pocity
tehdy a nyni, osobni postoje, studijni ndvyky, z4jmy a preference.



Tab. 1: Kategorie vyzkumu

Kategorie Kody

Vyznam pfinos |dulezitost |hodnota |informace |kontakty |vyzvy |plany

a pfinos

vzdélavani

Dtivody motivy |vlivy impulzy |lidé ocekavani |dojmy |prekazky
vzdélavat se

Zmeény zména |vzpominky |pocity |postoje navyky z4jmy |preference
v motivaci

Zdroj: viastni

4.1 Vyznam a prinos vzdélavani

Na obtiznou, teoretickou otazku, co pro respondenty znamena vzdé€lani, jsme nejcastéji
zaznamenali nésledujici odpovédi: vzdélavani je zabava, komunikace, informace, partnerstvi,
divéra, ziskani osvédéeni, néco nového, povinnost, vétsi zodpovédnost, kolektiv a vztahy.
Ochota a z4jem pokracovat ve vzdelavani byla nej€astéji spojovana se zabavou, informacemi
a kamarady. Zaznélo také: ,,Kdyz je nekdo vzdelany, je chytry.© Nebo: ,,Osveédcent bude, a to
bude doklad, Ze néco umim, zZe to dokoncim.* Nové ziskané informace respondenti hodnotili
jako uzite¢né poznatky a cenné zkuSenosti: ,,Naucim se néco nového.“ Také opakovali, ze
diky studiu na univerzité navazali nové vztahy a ziskali podnétné kontakty s lidmi, kterych si
vazi, kteti je inspiruji k smysluplnému mentalnimu vykonu a pomahaji jim hledat nové cesty
v zivoté. Studium na univerzité je z osobniho hlediska ovlivnilo ziskanim novych dovednosti,
i kdyz zprofesniho hlediska prakticky neméd formalni vyznam. Ziskani osvédceni je
pro Ucastniky dilezité, pfestoze na trhu prace jejich pozici obecné nezvyhodiuje: ,,Nemam
titul, ale Studuji rad.* uvedl jeden z respondentti; jind respondentka pak dodala, Ze i bez titulu
muze mit Skola smysl.

K novym dovednostem ¢i znalostem respondenti uvedli, ze prostiednictvim celozivotniho
vzdélavani ziskali partnerstvi, povinnosti 1 odpovédnost. Diky dalSimu vzdé€lavani
zaznamenali ve svém zivoté¢ zmény v oblasti diivéry, zajmu o vzdélani, zdravi a navic ,,stdale
néco noveho*, ,pestrého* a ,zabavného®. Z profesnich motivii pak prevladaly konkrétni plany
do budoucna: ,,Chtéla bych byt cukrarka.“ Respondenti si uvédomuji, jaké vyzvy museli
béhem svého studia piekonat, a piesto by svym znamym, ktefi se programu ,,Pfijd’te k nam na
vejSku!* neticastni, ptali, aby to mohli zazit take.

4.2 Diivody pro dalsi vzdélavani dospélych lidi s poruchou intelektu

Mezi divody k rozhodnuti pokracovat ve vzdélavani na vysoké Skole byly respondenty
zminovany obecné, ale 1 zcela konkrétni motivy. Nejcastéji se vyskytovaly tyto divody:
rodina, socidlni pracovnici, pratelé, kamaradi, ucitelé a znami (naptiklad nekdo z asociace, ale
1 studentky bakalafského oboru specidlni pedagogika, které byly na praxi ve Fokusu a tento
program tam popularizovaly). Jak uvedl jeden z respondentl: ,,Ema, rozhodné, bez ni bych
sem nesel.“ (m&l na mysli studentku, ktera tehdy vzdélavani propagovala v centru dennich
sluzeb a zaroven v zafizeni vykonavala praxi). Jini pak zcela konkrétn¢ jmenovali napf.:
,»1€sil jsem se tady na Alenku.* (coz je vyucujici, kterou respondent zné z organizovani jinych
akci). NejCast€jSimi motivy pro studium tedy byli konkrétni lidé (osobné dileziti znami),
pozdéji (pii opakovaném piihlaSeni ke studiu) kamaradi, lektofi ¢i studenti: ,,Privedla mé k
tomu moje kamaradka z klubovny, kdy o tom povidala.* (respondentka ziskala doporuceni
k ucasti na vzdélavacim programu v klubu pro lidi s mentdlnim postizenim). Nékoho o
programu informoval socialni pracovnik, nezanedbatelny vliv na motivaci k rozhodnuti znovu
se ucit pak méli pratelé: ,,Kamaradi a taky Petra mi povidala, at sem jdu.“ V rozhodnuti



pokracovat ve vzdélavani hrali roli 1 pracovnici v socidlnich sluzbach. Jeden respondent
v seniorském véku dokonce vypoveédel, ze ho motivovala ,,upiimnost a pohoda*.

Ucastniky programu ziejmé také piitahuje stalost a ritualy. Ocefiuji novinky, ale i uréitou
neménnost prostfedi. Poznavaji nové ucitele: ,,Poznala jsem pana ucitele Libora.”. Bavi je
také cestovat do Skoly (autobusem, MHD, pésky, Gcastniky z Turnova vozime auty dom).
Z cestovani si odnaseji spole¢na témata, povidaji si i o své motivaci a o tom, co na ,,vejSce
zazili. Respondenty bavi ucit se: ,,Doporucili mi to pratelé, a taky pani socialni, Ze jestli mam
zdjem jit se ucit, studovat, protoze jsem chtéla zase do Skoly.“ a ziskavat nové dovednosti:
»Chtéla jsem se néco naucit, vzdélavat se, najit si nové kamarady hlavné*. Poznavaji 1épe
zcela nové prostiedi: ,,Libi se mi to tady, bavi mé ucit se a poznavat nové ucitele, néco novéeho
se naucit, zopakovat si a osvezit“. K dal§imu vzdélavani mnohé Gcastniky inspirovala rodina a
touha po uznani okoli: ,,Rodina to vi, ze sem chodim, chvali me a kamaradi taky.* Motivaci
jsou také nové dovednosti: ,,Ucim se ted zvladat agresi.”, zvidavost: ,,0 cem to zase bude.”,
nebo pocit dilezitosti pti zvladnuti nové role: ,,V Liberci je velké mésto, chci tu poznat nové
prostredi.

4.3 Zmény v motivaci k uceni

Motivace k uceni se od doby plnéni povinné Skolni dochézky u vétSiny dotdzanych zmeénila.
Jaké pocity pti dochézce do skoly v minulosti prozivali, doklada napft. jedna z odpovédi zeny
ve véku mezi 30 a 40 lety: ,,Neméla jsem rdda télocvik a plavani, chodila jsem za skolu. Tady
mé to bavi* Prijemné vzpominky na Skolu ma naptiklad respondent s Downovym
syndromem, protoze jeho maminka byla uclitelka a do Skoly chodil rdd. Respondent, jehoz
mentalni postizeni vzniklo sekundarné v disledku jiného onemocnéni, sdélil, ze ,,Mél jsem na
ucitele stesti.* A chtél by, aby mohl do Skoly chodit ¢astéji. Stejné jako Zena, ktera Skolu méla
vzdy rada a tési ji, ze je mnohem samostatngjsi. Dfive ji do Skoly vodila matka, nyni to zvlada
sama. Zménu v piistupu k u€eni (od doby, kdy chodil do $koly v minulosti) pozoruje muz
s Aspergerovym syndromem, ktery svoje soucasné pocity ohledné uceni vnima takto: ,,Ve
Skole jsem byl od roku 1998 az do roku 2014. Je mi 33 let a celkem mé to bavi.* Ke svému
komentaii jesté dodal, Ze dfive zaZival naschvaly a posméch, coz zde na univerzité neni. Jina
respondentka vypovédéla: ,,7ésim se na v§echno nové, pred tim byla nuda a porad jen tézka
prace, tady je legrace, tady to zvladam sama — pred tim mi hodné pomdhali.* Fenomén
posméchu a poniZeni se opakuje i u dalSich odpovédi: ,,Zakladni skolu si pamatuju, protoze se
mi posmivali. Tady je dobra parta, tady mé to bavi. Tam byly problémy, pomlouvali, byla
Sikana. Ted’ chapu rozdil. Povysovali se na mé.* K srovnavani minulych zkuSenosti s aktualni
formou a obsahem vzdélavani se podobné vyjadrila 1 tficetileta respondentka: ,,Je fo jiné, tam
se mi posmivali, tady ne, tady se citim dobre.* Jiny U€astnik doplnil: ,,Tady je to pekné a ucim
se veci, co mé bavi. Respektujeme se.

Zajimavym a z pohledu dospélych lidi specificky novym motivem je navic pfitomnost naSich
studentii a studentek v roli asistentl pedagoga, které respondenti vnimaji jako vysoce
motivujici vzhledem k jejich laskavému a respektujicimu ptistupu, empatii, ale 1 fyzické
atraktivité: ,,Staraji se tady o mé krasny Zeny.” Ze vzpominek vSak né€kdy vyplynuly
informace o stresu a strachu: ,,Ve Skole mé tahali za usi, ucitel po mné hazel kiidy. Uceni mi
moc neslo.” ,,Pred tim byl jen télocvik, tady je to lepsi, bavi mé to a chci sem chodit.* ,,Mé to
bavi, je tady vice kamaradu a kamaradek driv ne.” ,,Nezkousi se jako na zakladce.* ,,Drive mé
Skola bavila, ale nemeli mé radi, tahali za usi, bylo to nepékné.” ,Je to jiné tady, je to pekné,
ucitelé lepsi, Alenka, asistentky, tady je to o zZivote, co potiebuji, to se hodi.*

Na celozivotnim vzdélavani nékteti dojizdejici ucastnici ocenuji 1 doprovod: ,,Je to jiné, tohle
je pekné, je tu vice kamaradu a libi se mi pomoc studentek, sam bych se sem nedostal.* Jako
lepsi je u n&kterych respondenti hodnocen pfinos studia a také edukaéni metody: ,,Clovék se



zde vice soustredi.* ,,Predtim bylo uceni tézké, nezvladala jsem pred tim dilny, ale ted’ je to
pro Zivot, o Zivote, to je dilezitejsi, chtelo by to vice, castéji.” Podle respondentt se také od
koukat na televizi. Dékuji, Ze jste mi otevieli oc¢i a muzu sem chodit.* Mnozi i¢astnici maji
motivaci a snahu se seznamit s lidmi, které by jinak v bézném Zivoté nepoznali. Prilezitost
chodit znovu do Skoly dokonce hodnoti jako vylu¢nou piilezitost k seznameni a novym
perspektivam: ,,Chci si tady najit Zenu a mit s ni déti a poznat dalsi kamarady a nesedeét jen
u televize. Tahle skola dava sanci, pomahd mi.*

Zavér

,Piijd'te k ndm na vejsku!* je dobrovolnicky projekt, ktery je koncipovany podobné jako
Univerzita tietiho véku, ale navic na ném participuji budouci pomahajici profesionalové, resp.
studenti specialni pedagogiky a socidlni prace, a to jak v prezenéni, tak i v kombinované
formé studia. Jedna se o specidlni komplexni a zaroven dlouhodobou vzdé€lavaci akei, jez
poskytuje jedine¢nou moznost dalsiho vzdélavani pro dospélé osoby s poruchou intelektu.
Z nasi dosavadni dvouleté zkuSenosti je jiz patrné, ze k rozhodnuti studovat a nadéle setrvat
na Technické univerzité v Liberci se tito 1idé opakované odhodlali z mnoha moznych divoda.
Jednim ze stéZejnich je snaha o zlepSeni kvality svého Zivota a rozvoj vlastnich (mnohdy
dosud neodhalenych) schopnosti. Studium na univerzité poskytuje lidem s poruchou intelektu
moznost se vzdélavat modernim partnerskym zplisobem a v naprosto jiném kontextu oproti
jejich ptvodnim Skolnim zkuSenostem. K zdokonalovani svych dovednosti a ziskavani
novych znalosti jsou motivovani jinymi pohnutkami, nez které vnimaly jako dospivajici déti.
A¢ na zacatku Ucastnici programu pfisli na akademickou pidu na popud nékoho blizkého
(rodice, klicového socidlniho pracovnika) ¢i zndmého (ptatel), dnes je to jejich vlastni
rozhodnuti, vile a motivace. Studium na univerzit¢ muze lidem s poruchou intelektu pomoci
rozvinout jejich stfedni a dlouhodobé cile. Ziskdvani novych dovednosti a znalosti
i navazovani novych socidlnich kontaktd je pro n¢ inspiraci a motivaci k dosazeni svych
osobnich a u né€kterych z nich i potencialnich profesnich cili. Timto zpisobem se aktivizuji
a zapojuji do celospolecenského zivota, coz ma predevsim pozitivni vliv na jejich sebevédomi
a sebetctu.

Dal$im motivem pro studium na univerzité¢ je snaha o socialni inkluzi. Toto studium jim
poskytuje moznost navazovat nové kontakty a rozvijet socialni dovednosti. Diky setkdvani
s ostatnimi UCastniky programu ziskali nové pratele a podporu, a jak znaseho vyzkumu
vyplyva, také podnétné vazby s intaktni (vzdélanou a prosocidlné orientovanou) subpopulaci,
a mozna tedy dokonce vzory k socialni imitaci. Krom¢ vzdé€lavaciho a socialniho rozméru ma
studium na univerzit¢ pro cilovou skupinu programu také terapeuticky vyznam. Zazivaji
soundlezitost a piijeti v bezpecném respektujicim prostiedi. UCi se pfijimat druhé, nacviku
mékkych dovednosti a sebeprezentace. Sekunddrnim zacilenim také na sebeobsluhu
a tréninkem orientace v novém prostfedi jsme navic u mnohych naSich ucastniki dosahli
evidentng vy3§i miry autonomie. Ugastnici programu v ramci zdmérné socialni rehabilitace
sami €1 s doprovodem (studentli v dobrovolnické roli asistentti pedagoga a osobnich asistentl1)
cestuji hromadnou dopravou, sleduji kalendat, omlouvaji svoji pfipadnou absenci, pracuji na
domacich tkolech, a co vic — mame zpétnou vazbu o tom, Ze néktefi uci své pratele (na
pracovisti, v centru dennich aktivit, v chranéném bydleni apod.) tomu, co se na univerzité
sami naucili. Pravidelny rezim a nova stimulace tak vede ke komplexnimu rozvoji vSech
poznavacich procesti — vnimani, pfedstavivosti, mySleni, paméti i feci a zaroven dochazi
k spontannimu posilovani vlastni autoregulace.

Reflexe zjisténych a v praxi ovéfenych aspektii motivace k uc¢eni u dospé€lych lidi s poruchou
intelektu ve vySe popsaném vzdélavacim programu nas vedou k pozitivhimu vyzkumnému



zédvéru — neni pochyb o tom, ze studium na univerzit¢ pro lidi s poruchou intelektu je
smysluplnou a nové obohacujici zivotni zkuSenosti, kterd pfindsi mnoho pozitivnich dopad.
Jednim z nich je posileni jejich sebetcty a sebevédomi. Diky uspé€sSnému absolvovani kurz
a ziskavani novych znalosti, ale 1 faktického osvédceni, které potvrzuje diistojnou
spolecenskou roli, se tito lidé citi kompetentnéjsi a sebejistéjsi. To mize vést ke zlepSeni
jejich celkového psychického zdravi. Na KSS FP TUL aktivné ptispivame k obhajob¢ inkluze
a zaroven ji vnimame jako realné skolni a socidlni propojeni. Studium na univerzité mize byt
pro tuto cilovou skupinu prvnim krokem k nalezeni zaméstnani nebo k posunu ve své kariéte.
Ziskané znalosti a dovednosti mohou byt klicem k jejich profesnimu rastu a spéchu, anebo
minimaln¢ k otevieni novych moznosti a pfilezitosti, k posileni sebeticty a sebevédomi,
k plnohodnotnému a smysluplnému Zivotu.
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ASPECTS OF LEARNING MOTIVATION OF ADULTS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY

This article examines the motivation of adults with intellectual disabilities who participate in the
“Come to College!” regular educational program. This program has been implemented at the
Department of Social Work and Special Education of the Faculty of Science, Humanities and
Education of the Technical University of Liberec by teachers in tandem teaching together with their
students since March 9, 2023. The activation program follows the trend of sustainable lifelong
learning. It mainly aims to increase motivation to learn, continuous development of cognitive abilities,
social interaction, and strengthening self-awareness in people with intellectual disabilities. The
research is based on the reflections of these individuals in their second year of regular attendance at
the university. In this paper, we present a qualitative research investigation conducted as a focus group
to determine the views of adults with intellectual disabilities involved in the “Come to College!”
program about education and also to define the factors that influence these people’s motivation to
learn from their own perspective. The data collected were coded using thematic analysis and evaluated
in the context of the three pre-defined research questions.

ASPEKTE DER LERNMOTIVATION BEI ERWACHSENEN MIT GEISTIGER
BEHINDERUNG

In diesem Beitrag wird die Motivation von Erwachsenen mit geistiger Behinderung untersucht, die am
reguldren Bildungsprogramm ,,Come to College!“ teilnehmen. Dieses Programm wird an der
Abteilung fiir Sozialarbeit und Sonderpiddagogik der Fakultit fiir Naturwissenschaften,
Geisteswissenschaften und Padagogik der Technischen Universitdt Liberec seit dem 9. Mérz 2023 von
Lehrer:innen im Tandemunterricht zusammen mit ihren Studierenden durchgefiihrt. Das
Aktivierungsprogramm folgt dem Trend des nachhaltigen lebenslangen Lernens und zielt vor allem
darauf ab, die Lernmotivation, die kontinuierliche Entwicklung der kognitiven Féahigkeiten, die soziale
Interaktion und die Stirkung des Selbstbewusstseins bei Menschen mit geistiger Behinderung zu
erhdhen. Die Forschung basiert auf den Uberlegungen dieser Personen, die sich im zweiten Jahr ihres
reguldren Besuchs der Universitit befinden. In diesem Beitrag stellen wir eine qualitative
Forschungsuntersuchung vor, die in Form einer Fokusgruppe durchgefiihrt wurde, um die Ansichten
von Erwachsenen mit geistigen Behinderungen zu ermitteln, die am Programm ,,Come to College!*
teilgenommen haben, zu ermitteln und die Faktoren, die die Lernmotivation dieser Menschen
beeinflussen, aus ihrer eigenen Perspektive zu definieren. Die gesammelten Daten wurden mittels
thematischer Analyse kodiert und im Zusammenhang mit den drei vordefinierten Forschungsfragen
ausgewertet.

ASPEKTY MOTYWACIJI DO NAUKI U DOROSLYCH Z NIEPELNOSPRAWNOSCIA
INTELEKTUALNA

W artykule przeanalizowano motywacj¢ dorostych oséb z niepelnosprawnoscia intelektualng, ktore
uczestnicza w regularnym programie edukacyjnym ,,Przyjdz na studia!”. Program ten jest realizowany
na Wydziale Pracy Socjalnej i Pedagogiki Specjalnej Wydziatu Nauki, Nauk Humanistycznych
i Edukacji Uniwersytetu Technicznego w Libercu przez nauczycieli uczacych w tandemie wraz ze
swoimi studentami od 9 marca 2023 r. Program aktywizacji jest zgodny z trendem zréwnowazonego
uczenia si¢ przez cale zycie i ma na celu przede wszystkim zwigkszenie motywacji do nauki, ciagly
rozw0j zdolno$ci poznawczych, interakcje spoteczne i wzmocnienie samos$wiadomosci u 0sob
z niepelnosprawnos$cia intelektualng. Badanie opiera si¢ na refleksji tych osob, ktore sa na drugim
roku regularnego uczeszczania na uniwersytet. W niniejszym artykule przedstawiamy badanie
jako$ciowe przeprowadzone w formie grupy fokusowej, ktorego celem byto poznanie opinii dorostych
0s0b z niepelnosprawnoscia intelektualng uczestniczacych w programie ,,Come to College!” na temat
edukacji, a takze okreslenie czynnikdw wplywajacych na motywacj¢ tych osob do nauki, z ich wlasnej
perspektywy. Zebrane dane zostaly zakodowane przy uzyciu analizy tematycznej i ocenione
w kontekscie trzech wezesniej zdefiniowanych pytan badawczych.
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Nadine Jukschat!; Franz Erhard?; Emilia Socha’

! Hochschule Zittau/Gorlitz, University of Applied Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences,
Furtstra3e 2, 02826 Gorlitz, Germany

2 University of Siegen, Faculty of Social Sciences,
Adolf-Reichwein-Str. 2, 57076 Siegen, Germany

3 Hochschule Zittau/Gérlitz, University of Applied Sciences,
Institute for Transformation, Housing, and Socio-Spatial Development,
Parkstraf3e 2, 02826 Gorlitz, Germany

e-mail: 'nadine.jukschat@hszg.de; *franz.erhard@uni-siegen.de; *emilia.socha@hszg.de

Abstract

This article focuses on understanding social innovations in Lusatia from a life-world
perspective. Ethnographic case studies in two small towns explore people’s perspectives on
transformation, particularly its impact. The analysis critically assesses the concept of social
innovation, revealing implicit, often unreflected assumptions. Drawing on sociological
perspectives, the article challenges notions of intentional change management and normative
progress, instead emphasizing the complexity of social practices. It suggests that promoting
social innovations requires nuanced understanding and context sensitivity for local
communities, acknowledging diverse experiences shaping responses to change.

Keywords
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Introduction

The concept of “social innovation” has gained increasing prominence in contemporary social
sciences and society, particularly in discussions surrounding transformation processes in rural
regions (Howaldt & Kaletka, 2023b). It is often linked with aspirations for finding sustainable
solutions to societal challenges (Mulgan, 2019).

In our current research project, “BePart: Participation in Structural Change — Understanding
Social Innovations in Lusatia from a Life-World Perspective”, funded by the German Federal
Ministry of Education and Research, we empirically work with the concept of social
innovation. We shift the view toward the interpretive processes accompanying social
innovations by drawing theoretically on a life-world perspective (Schiitz & Luckmann, 2003).
Therefore, we conduct ethnographically oriented case studies in two small towns in Lusatia
(in the states of Brandenburg and Saxony). The project examines perspectives on structural
and social transformation, particularly among those directly affected. The project aims to
assess the potential for fostering social innovations within the researched communities. In
addition, we are tasked with developing and testing social innovation formats.

For this article, we elaborate on our conceptual framework and reflect on how the link

© 2024 Author(s). This work is distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution-4.0 license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/).
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between our empirical research results and the implementation of social innovation formats
could be designed. It is structured as follows: building on theoretical considerations and
critiques discussed elsewhere (Boschen, 2023; Erhard & Jukschat, 2023; Ghys, 2023; Godin
& Vinck, 2017; Rammert, 2024), we argue that even though the idea of social innovations
comes with promises for transformation processes, it carries implicit assumptions that need
reflection before applicating it. This reflection shows

a) that implementing social innovations should not be understood as a straightforward
process that offers transparent and replicable results,

b) that the notion of a common good is sometimes more contested than one might think, and

c) that social power relations within a researched community but between the community
and the research team as well must be considered before initiating social innovation
processes.

Therefore, a high degree of context sensitivity and local grounding is needed to initiate social
innovation processes successfully. Thus, introducing an ethnographic methodology elevates
the debate insofar as social innovations are thought of as community-driven.

Subsequently, research methods are sketched, and insights from our case studies that led us to
our conceptual considerations are provided. We end with a short conclusion.

1 Research Subject: The Concept of Social Innovations — Implicit Assumptions

In a classical sense, innovation has long been synonymous with economic science,
technology, and engineering, primarily focusing on creating new products, technologies, and
methods (Schumpeter, 1939). However, as society transforms from an industrial to a
knowledge and service-oriented paradigm and grapples with escalating social and economic
challenges, the notion of social innovations has gained significant traction in public discourse
and innovation research (Moulaert et al., 2014; Howaldt & Kaletka, 2023a). Various
departments of the German federal government have recently launched a plethora of funding
initiatives to promote and support social innovations, recognizing them as instrumental and
crucial in addressing societal crises and challenges, particularly in the transformation and
development of structurally weak rural regions. One such initiative 1is the
“REGION.innovativ” program (Bundesministerium fiir Bildung und Forschung, 2024), which
also funds our present research.

When the concept of social innovation first rose to prominence, the primary focus was on the
social requirements, consequences, and processes concerning technological innovations.
Later, sociologists such as Wolfgang Zapf (1989) and Jiirgen Howald and colleagues
(Howaldt et al., 2022; Howaldt & Schwarz, 2011; Howaldt & Schwarz, 2021) emphasized
that social innovations are distinct phenomena with autonomous aspects and specifics rather
than merely being a starting point for, side effect of, or outcome of technological innovation.
They advocated for a sociological conceptualization of social innovations, differentiating it
from technological innovation on the one hand and from the broader sociological concept of
social change on the other hand. These efforts culminated in a widely recognized definition of
social innovation:

“A social innovation is a new combination and/ or new configuration of social
practices in certain areas of activity or social contexts prompted by certain actors
or constellations of actors in an intentional, targeted manner with the goal of
better satisfying or answering needs and problems than is possible on the basis of
established practices” (Howaldt & Schwarz, 2011, p. 210).



The definition provided by Howaldt and Schwarz marks a crucial advancement in recognizing
the role of actors and their lifeworlds in shaping social innovations. By emphasizing this
aspect, the definition acknowledges the agency and influence of individuals and groups in
driving innovation processes. It underscores the importance of considering different actors'
diverse needs, challenges, and potentials in transformation and future outlooks.

However, a deeper analysis of this definition unveils implicit assumptions that align with the
modernization paradigm, which could potentially limit its applicability and relevance in
specific contexts. One such assumption is the inherent association of social innovation with
the notion of progress — a notion that increasingly has been challenged by experiences and
impressions of discontents (Baumann, 1997), regression (Jaeggi, 2023) and loss (Reckwitz,
2024) in postmodern societies. This framework often equates innovation with improvement or
optimization, implying a linear development trajectory toward a perceived ideal state
(Schubert, 2023). It overlooks that modernization, while driven by a belief in progress, is
inherently characterized by what Degele & Dries (2005) describe as an ambivalox process.
Social systems are complex, and notions of progress vary significantly depending on cultural,
social, and historical contexts. Social change is not always straightforward but often unfolds
through ambivalent and dialectical processes, where positive advancements coexist with
setbacks. Adopting an “ambivalox” perspective highlights social innovation as a process
shaped by tension and unpredictability, rather than continuous improvement. In addition, as
authors concerned with the post-socialist transformation of Middle and Eastern Europe in the
1990s already argued (Wiesenthal, 1994; Dittrich, 2005; Thomas, 2005), renewal and social
change can only be intentionally planned and managed to a limited extent. They always take
place under the condition of contingency and necessitate consideration of unintended side
effects and local resistance practices.

Moreover, the emphasis on “better satisfying or answering needs and problems” (Howaldt &
Schwarz, 2011, p. 210) suggests a utilitarian approach to social innovation, where the primary
goal is to address existing challenges and enhance outcomes. Here, the progress paradigm
carries a strong normative undertone, raising critical questions about who defines what is
valuable or beneficial and whose needs are prioritized. Despite Howaldt and Schwarz’s (2011,
p. 210) emphasis that the term “social” in social innovation should be understood structurally,
focusing on social practices rather than normative notions of the common good, their
definition still inherently includes normativity in the formulated goal. Contrary to this
normative stance, social innovations, depending on the interests of the parties and the social
attribution, do not necessarily have to be regarded as inherently good or socially desirable.
Even more, the labeling of certain deliberate changes and plans for change as socially
innovative is highly intertwined with power structures within society. The reading of an
innovation as “better satisfying or answering needs” (Howaldt & Schwarz, 2011, p. 210) often
reflects the dominant values and interests of those equipped with discursive power. Thus,
social innovations are not neutral but deeply embedded in social, political, and economic
contexts. What one group views as a positive innovation may be perceived by another as
undermining or exclusionary.

Furthermore, the question of mandate is crucial to understanding the dynamics of social
innovation. Who has the authority to drive change, and whose interests are represented in the
process? Conflicting agendas often emerge as different social groups may hold divergent
visions of desirable change. This situation underscores the necessity of examining power
relations within social innovation processes, recognizing that the framing of innovations as
socially beneficial exists within a contested terrain shaped by struggles over legitimacy and
authority. This conceptual shift emphasizes that imagined futures (Ergen, 2023) that surround
innovation processes are contested and carry conflict potentials that are sometimes overlooked



in discussions. Due to the rise of conflict arenas concerning issues like migration, climate
change, or identities, questions of whether or not to change and innovate socially should be
evaluated rationally. However, they are highly morally and affectively charged (Mau et al.,
2023). Additionally, the “BePart” project’s central insight suggests that openness to
innovation and change cannot be taken for granted, as there are both enabling and inhibiting
factors, such as former biographical and collective experiences of change, that determine
whether innovation opportunities and demands are embraced by the actors or experienced as
an imposition.

Uncovering these implicit assumptions of the social innovation concept underscores the
necessity for comprehensive reflection before its application in social science research.
Specifically, it becomes clear that implementing social innovations requires a thorough
understanding of the local social structure and its inherent logic and the inclusion of the local
population.

2 Research Methods

Methodologically, our research is situated within the reconstructive paradigm (Bohnsack,
2014; Przyborski & Wohlrab-Sahr, 2014), combining Grounded Theory Methodology (Glaser
& Strauss, 1967) with Hermeneutical Sequential Analysis (Erhard & Sammet, 2018). Data
collection and analyses are intertwined and aim to unravel the tacit knowledge (Collins,
2000), implicit orientational patterns, and indexical rules (Garfinkel, 1967) that guide social
behavior. During our ethnographic field stays in the two case study towns, we collected a
variety of data: we did focused participant observations (Knoblauch, 2005), produced field
notes, initiated conversations over the garden fence and conducted planned narrative
interviews (Schiitze, 1983) as well as group discussions (Bohnsack, 2000). The goal was to
capture the personal stories of the people in their communities, their experiences with the
forced changes of the past and present, and their outlook on the future. So far, we have
conducted in each community 21 resp. 28 participant observations, three resp. four group
discussions, and eight resp. 11 narrative interviews. Building on our conceptional reflections,
we finally took our empirical results and searched for models for translating our in-depth
understanding of the two communities into possible social innovation goals and initiating the
respective innovation processes practically. In the following chapter, we give condensed
insights into these considerations and how they played out in the field.

3 Initiating Social Innovations in Two Small Towns in Lusatia: Conclusions from
Case Studies

In the following, we give insights from our work-in-progress analyses. Due to the space
limitations, we spell out the contrasting and idealized constituencies of the two researched
towns and conclude on how they open up the space of possibilities for social innovation
formats. Here, we want to call them Rabenfurt and Ostenau.

Most significantly, the two communities are almost structured opposite concerning public
participation in shaping and implementing renewal. Whereas Rabenfurt is characterized by a
solid top-down structure in which the mayor and a relatively small network of an
economically prosperous and politically established male elite shape the community's fate, we
find a robust civil society and a proactive, bottom-up structure in Ostenau. This difference lies
partially in the differing histories of the two municipalities. Though both were equally
dependent on coal mining and went through the turbulent era that ensued after German
reunification, characterized by the sudden shuttering of local industries, economic decline,
and a palpable sense of instability, both had differing starting points for their paths to post-
socialist consolidation. Rabenfurt has been home to a large chemical site since the 1930s and



experienced private and public investments in its infrastructure after the reunification.
Therefore, equipped with job and consumption opportunities, the town was established as the
center of the surrounding districts. Ostenau took a different approach. Building on lively
church groups and their late-GDR protest background, they engaged in ecological model
projects in the 1990s and tried to navigate the difficult times of unemployment and
uncertainty by, for example, offering low-wage public employment.

As a result, today, one can find two contrary cultures with respective world views and ways to
tackle the transformative challenges posed by the end of coal production. Rabenfurt has
established a solid economic orientation concerning innovative projects and practices.
Renewal is thought of as investments in infrastructure, educating and attracting labor force,
and guaranteeing a social order that holds few surprises. Ostenau is much less economically
successful but more adventurous. The community creatively organized against the usurpation
of Ostenau by radical right-wing organizations, pushing them out of their town. There is an
atmosphere of grassroots activities, with various groups and agents sensing local needs,
coming up with unconventional ways, and implementing new ideas. At the same time, we find
a dominant narrative of decline accompanied by a nostalgic mourning for a prosperous past.

Given these diverse characteristics, what qualifies as a social innovation and how it can be
implemented in the respective communities vary significantly. In Rabenfurt, one has to deal
with the high degree of social structurisation and, e.g., find ways of activating the local
inhabitants, mainly organized in social and sportive associations. There are needs and
potentials that may be covered up by the dominant perception of a well-kept town represented
by the mentioned elite and how they could be addressed. In Ostenau, one can dock on to an
(in parts) already mobilized civil society with a sense for tackling local challenges, struggling
with precarious economic conditions. Therefore, one could help guide initiatives and equip
them with infrastructure.

These analyses were further validated through our initial experiences in implementing specific
formats within municipalities. For instance, during a citizen dialogue in Rabenfurt, where
preliminary findings from the case study were also presented for discussion, participants
spontaneously reproduced the case structure reconstructed in the project—both in terms of
social interaction patterns and discursively. The alternative perspectives raised by the research
project were hardly taken up productively due to the solid inherent logic; instead, the
participants interpreted them within their established frames of reference. We conclude that
social innovations can only thrive in such a strongly normed social context if they are in some
way compatible with the established logic—or are located entirely outside the established
structures. In Ostenau, too, our findings on the case structure corresponded with how the local
community reacted to the presentation of our initial results. The discrepancy identified in the
project between a vibrant, creative civil society on the one hand and a widely prevalent local
narrative of nostalgic mourning for a prosperous past on the other was met with open ears and
led to a shared reflection on ways to bring the hidden treasures of the community more into
the public consciousness. This process took on a life of its own through the initiative of a
local citizen who mobilized large parts of the community to participate in a village
competition and highlight the invisible ,.treasures of Ostenau‘. Although, given the ongoing
nature of our research, we cannot yet say with certainty what role our project played in this
process, it is clear that the external research intervention has ultimately been absorbed into the
local logic.

Conclusion

Given considerations in previous sections, it becomes apparent that social innovation, while
offering promise for transformative change, harbors implicit assumptions and needs an



elaborate contextualization when applied practically. A thorough knowledge of and sensitivity
to the local community, its history and social structure, and its inherent logic are essential to
understanding how innovations can be initiated. It includes respecting that change is not
always unilinear and manageable, remaining analytically open to peculiar local
characteristics, and differing understandings of the typical excellent and social power
dynamics. Thus, ethnographic groundwork enables projects like ours, which are tasked with
testing social innovation formats, to identify local challenges, uncover discursive entry points,
and engage the necessary personnel to start social innovation processes.
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UCAST NA STRUKTURALNICH ZMENACH — POROZUMENI SOCIALNIM INOVACIM
Vv LUZICI Z PERSPEKTIVY PROSTORU PRO ZIVOT

Tento ¢lanek se zamétuje na pochopeni socialnich inovaci v Luzici z perspektivy orientace na
zivot. Etnografické ptripadové studie ve dvou malych méstech zkoumaji pohled lidi na
transformaci, zejména jeji dopad. Analyza kriticky hodnoti koncept socialnich inovaci a
odhaluje implicitni, ¢asto nereflektované predpoklady. Na zaklad¢é sociologické perspektivy
¢lanek zpochybiiuje pojmy zamérného fizeni zmén a normativniho pokroku a misto toho
zduraziiuje komplexnost socidlnich praktik. Naznacuje, ze podpora socidlnich inovaci
vyzaduje diferencované chapani a citlivost ke kontextu mistnich komunit, pfi¢emz uznava
ruzné zkusenosti, jez utvaieji fizeni zmén.

BETEILIGUNG IM STRUKTURWANDEL — SOZIALE INNOVATIONEN IN DER LAUSITZ
AUS EINER LEBENSWELTPERSPEKTIVE

Der Beitrag fokussiert aus einer verstehenden, lebensweltorientierten Perspektive auf Soziale
Innovationen in der Lausitz. Anhand von ethnografischen Fallstudien in zwei kleinen Stidten
werden die Perspektiven der Menschen auf den Strukturwandel und seine Folgen untersucht.
Die Analyse beleuchtet das Konzept der Sozialen Innovation mit seinen impliziten, oft
unhinterfragten Annahmen kritisch. Gestiitzt auf soziologische Perspektiven hinterfragt der
Beitrag Steuerungsphantasien und normative Fortschrittsannahmen und betont stattdessen die
Komplexitit sozialer Praktiken. Erkenntnisse aus den Fallstudien heben unterschiedliche
Wahrnehmungen vergangener und bevorstehender Strukturwandelprozesse hervor. Wéhrend
einige Interviewte Zukunftsoptimismus zum Ausdruck bringen, bleiben andere in
Erzdhlungen des Niedergangs verhaftet, die anhaltende existenzielle Sorgen widerspiegeln.
Zusammenfassend legt der Artikel nahe, dass die Forderung sozialer Innovationen eine
Abkehr von simplifizierenden Konzepten sowie ein differenziertes Verstindnis erfordert, das
die vielfiltigen Erfahrungen anerkennt, die den Umgang mit Verdnderungen prégen.

UDZIAL W ZMIANACH STRUKTURALNYCH — ZROZUMIENIE INNOWACII
SPOLECZNYCH NA LUZYCACH Z PERSPEKTYWY PRZESTRZENI DO ZYCIA

Niniejszy artykul skupia si¢ na zrozumieniu innowacji spotecznych na %Luzycach
z perspektywy zorientowania si¢ na zycie. Na podstawie etnograficznych studiow
przypadkéw, przeprowadzonych w dwoch matych miastach, badane sa spojrzenia ludzi na
transformacje, a zwlaszcza jej skutki. Analiza w sposdb krytyczny ocenia koncepcje
innowacji spotecznych i pokazuje ukryte, czgsto nieuwzgledniane zatozenia. Opierajac si¢ na
perspektywach socjologicznych, artykul kwestionuje pojecia celowego zarzadzania zmiang
1 normatywnego postepu, zamiast tego podkreslajac kompleksowo$¢ praktyk spolecznych.
Wskazuje, ze wspomaganie innowacji spolecznych wymaga zréznicowanego rozumienia
1 wrazliwo$ci w kontek$cie spotecznos$ci lokalnych, przy czym uznaje rézne doswiadczenia
ksztattujgce zarzadzanie zmianami.
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Abstract

The study investigates how university management practices could be applied as a novel and
restorative strategy to improve the declining quality of university education in developing
countries. A survey questionnaire was employed as a research tool in February-December
2022, and participants (n =505) were selected from the total population, which comprised
both management, administrative, and academic/non-academic staff of the selected
universities from among the six geopolitical zones in Nigeria, using a simple random
technique. The study applied Spearman’s rank-order correlation coefficient and Kruskal-
Wallis tests for statistical hypothesis testing. Based on Spearman's rank-order correlation
coefficient results, hypothesis H1 was rejected, and a favorable, moderate, and statistically
significant relationship between students’ academic performance and university management
practice has been confirmed. At the same time, hypothesis H2 was confirmed using the
Kruskal-Wallis test, and there is no statistically significant difference between students’
academic performance and the university's geopolitical location. The study concludes that an
efficient democratic management practice positively affects the overall quality output of
university education. The study is unique because the principles of the University Education
Quality Improvement Model (UEQI model) were applied to improve the status quo.

Keywords

Management practice; Students’ academic performance; University education quality;
Developing countries.

Introduction

Since the 21 century has steadily transformed into a paradigm of high-quality education for
national and multifaceted growth, it is critical to counteract the declining university education
quality trend in developing nations. Despite the longstanding dedication to quality and
excellence, university administrators in developing nations have recently debated how to
manage or enhance quality internally. However, using terms like quality management, quality
assurance, quality improvement, quality control, and quality assessment to refer to all or a
portion of the institutional process of concentrating on quality issues may need to be clarified.
On a global scale, various nations adopt one or more terms over others to describe their
unique processes. (Luxton, 2005, p. 8)

However, there is a possibility of declaring a learning crisis in the developing world due to the
alarming rate at which the quality of university education is deteriorating. Many school

© 2024 Author(s). This work is distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution-4.0 license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/).
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systems fail to consistently produce the most fundamental literacy and numeracy skills
(World Bank, 2018; UNESCO, 2013). There is an urgent need to consider the possible
positive impacts of the quality of university education (QUE) on nations’ socio-economic
growth and development, most notably in developing countries. However, the economic
consequences of improving education quality are poorly understood but potentially significant
(Nestour et al., 2022, p. 2).

Universities’ management practices or leadership styles can influence students’ outcomes.
The tactics and demeanor can affect students’ performance and output and, by extension, the
entire organization. Most people concur that university management who successfully tap into
staff strengths and mobilize personnel behind team objectives will produce better performance
results than those who withhold feedback or offer minor assistance to team members. In
simple terms, Gallup’s research concludes that managers contribute up to 70 percent of the
variation in employee engagement and can influence how employees are committed to their
jobs, positively or negatively (Gallup, 2023). University management must create a conducive
and enabling environment to facilitate QUE improvement and achieve maximum student
output. For maximum effectiveness, quality management decisions, especially identifying
quality objectives, should be linked to the institutional strategic plan (Luxton, 2005, p. 8).

Educational management is a broad term used to describe a management process whereby the
education system’s administration combines human and material resources to plan, supervise,
and implement structures to execute an education system (Bush, 2007). The cordial
relationship between educational management strategies and the quality of university
education boosts university students' performance. Effective management techniques translate
to QUE, improving the student's academic performance. The culture of paradigm shifts
fostered by university education management is crucial in encouraging faculty and other staff
members to develop habitual professional development training to improve their
performances.

The administrative and managerial strategies employed by university vice-
chancellors/presidents, including other top-ranking university officials, may have a direct
association with the effectiveness of their organizations in terms of impact on students’
academic development. At this point, it is essential to evaluate the level of degradation in the
quality of university education in developing countries, as this could be traceable to the
management strategy adopted by the specific university. This study, therefore, strives to
explore available options for improving the status quo.

The UEQI model principles were applied to improve the status quo. Based on the literature,
the UEQI model recommended a democratic management style, which calls for other group
members to participate more actively in decision-making. The democratic management style
means that employees and other members of the university administration are allowed to
contribute their ideas to the university's daily operations freely.

1 Research Objective, Questions and Hypotheses

The study’s main objective is to investigate how university management practice could be
utilized to restore the declining quality of university education in developing countries.
However, the study answers the following research questions:

1. How does university management practice influence the quality of university education in
developing countries?

2. Is there a relationship between students’ academic performance and the university’s
geopolitical location?
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The following testable statistical hypotheses were formulated based on the study’s objectives:
Hypothesis Hi

Ho: No statistically significant difference exists between students’ academic performance and
university management practice.

Hi: A statistically significant relationship exists between students’ academic performance and
university management practice.

Hypothesis H2

Ho: No statistically significant difference exists between students’ academic performance and
the university’s geopolitical location.

Hi: A statistically significant relationship exists between students’ academic performance and
the university’s geopolitical location.

2 Theoretical Background

In analyzing the relationship between management practices and quality improvement of
university education, this study adopted the Human Relation Theory of Educational
Management (HRT). The HRT, based on a behavioral approach, focuses on the social
psychology of human beings as a focal point for managing organizations such as the
university (Cooley, 2016, p. 1). It acknowledged that people’s viewpoints, attitudes, and
expectations significantly affect their work performance. Elton Mayo, an Australian
psychologist from Harvard University in the 1920s, who conducted a series of experiments
now known as Hawthorne Studies or Experiments, propounded the HRT. According to Bruce
and Nyland (2011, p. 398), the main conclusions of the Hawthorne studies, which were
carried out between 1924 and 1932, are generally interpreted as showing that workers will
react favorably to non-monetary incentives and be inspired to boost their productivity once
their irrationalities are eliminated or lessened.

2.1 Components of Elton Mayo’s Human Relation Theory
Fig. 1 shows the components of Elton Mayo’s Human Relation Theory (HRT).

Source: (Cooley, 2016, p. 1)
Fig. 1: Components of Elton Mayo’s Human Relation Theory

According to Cooley (2016, p. 1), HRT has three main components that emphasize the
importance of the individual within the work environment. This theory considers individual



characteristics when maximization of output is the focus. It also postulates that workers are
far more driven by interpersonal elements like attention and friendship than by monetary
incentives or external elements like humidity, lighting, and other elements. However, Bhakuni
(2010, p. 10) summarized the key highlights of HRT in the following way:

1. Due to people’s complexity, various factors can influence behaviors.

2. Employees are prone to change when allowed to participate.

3. Team relations influence job performance and output.

4. Managers should understand that each employee has unique needs, and no solution will
satisfy them all.

5. People need to find meaning in their work because they need to be motivated by more
than just money.

This study adopted the HRT since it suggests that the workplace is a social system where
several factors influence an employee’s productivity. It demonstrated how meaningful
relationships are to human productivity. Managers and employers must possess many abilities
to successfully implement a workplace culture that prioritizes human relations (Bhakuni,
2010, p. 11). Since raising the standard or quality of university education is crucial, university
management must focus on these psychological factors to effect the required changes.

2.2 The Conceptual Framework of the Study

Fig. 2 shows the study’s conceptual framework, highlighting an upward progression as
effective management practice can increase workers’ integration and collaboration.

’ University

() quality
Effective improved
workers’
integration
®Effective
management
practice

Source: Own

Fig. 2: The conceptual framework of the study

Working as a team is predicted to be a step in the right direction that could facilitate the easier
and faster attainment of organizational goals. Improving the quality of university education
depends solely on how workers discharge their jobs and the working relationships within and
amongst workers during the decision-making and implementation process.

3 Literature Review

3.1 Concept of Quality University Education

Defining quality seems challenging, as quality is a vague concept with diverse interpretations
based on various stakeholders’ perspectives (Bobby, 2014; Campbell & Rozsnyai, 2002).
According to Welzant et al. (2015, p. 4), four groups of stakeholders must be considered when
defining quality in the context of university education. They are providers (e.g., funding
bodies and the community, taxpayers), users of products (e.g., students), users of outputs
(e.g., employers), and employees of the sector (e.g., academics and administrators (Srikanthan



& Dalrymple, 2003). In conclusion, Bobby (2014) states that an effort should be made to
create a quality culture in university education where all stakeholders are involved in the
discussion to ensure that various needs and perspectives are represented. According to Biggs
(2001), Bobby (2014), and Haworth & Conrad (1997), quality in the context of this study and
university education is defined as institutional products and services that positively influence
student learning (affective, cognitive, and psychomotor domains). The standard of instruction
given determines how effective a learning process is. Raising educational levels can help
break the cycle of poverty and reduce inequality. A high-quality education contributes to
developing a more peaceful and civic society and a healthy and sustainable way of life.

In the same view, universities have historically competed for recognition as providers of high-
quality education, with achievement levels of graduating students and subsequent graduate
success serving as two indicators of that quality (Luxton, 2005, p. 6). According to this study,
all students should have access to a top-notch education because this right is already well-
established in international legal instruments and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
most of which are the outcome of UNESCO and the United Nations’ efforts. The
governments of developing nations, along with other recognized institutions, should ensure
that all citizens, regardless of race, religion, or background, have access to free, high-quality
education. Because education enables individuals to maximize their social and economic
potential, it is crucial to include it as one of the essential public services. People can develop
all their traits and skills through education to reach their full potential as contributors to
society. According to Kumpulainen et al. (2018), education structure refers to how
educational programs are carried out and institutions are managed under the direction of a
capable leader to lessen difficulties.

3.2 Students’ Performance as an Indicator of QUE

From students’ academic performance viewpoint, a set of metrics known as quality measures
how well students engage in activities that develop their knowledge, skills, and abilities in
order to become self-sufficient or find gainful employment, e.g., increased critical thinking
skills (Bogue, 2002; Cheng & Tam, 1997; Harvey & Green, 1993; Harvey & Knight, 1996;
Haworth & Conrad, 1997; Iacovidou et al., 2009). On the other hand, student achievement in
various academic subjects is measured by academic performance. In contrast, educators
frequently use standardized test scores, graduation grades, and classroom performance to
gauge student achievement. Academic performance continues to be one of the critical factors
to consider when evaluating the quality of education; it is the student’s capacity to articulate
what they have learned in class orally or in writing (Ohanyelu, 2021, p. 106). Students are
usually assigned grades or marks to reflect their academic success based on predetermined
standards by teachers or examination bodies such as the National Examination Council
(NECO), the University Matriculation Examination (UME), the Joint Admission and
Matriculation Board (JAMB), and the West African Examination Council (WAEC). Students’
academic performance is often the primary indicator used to evaluate the quality of university
education. In the same view, Ohanyelu (2021, p. 106) observed that educational quality
progressively improves as student academic achievement increases.

The cumulative grade point average (CGPA) is used in Nigerian universities to evaluate the
academic performance of their students. The Nigeria University Statistics Digest shows that
only 4,032 (1.7%) of the 236,925 graduates of the Nigerian University system in 2018 earned
a first-class grade. According to the above record, less than 2% of all 2018 graduates had a
CGPA between 4.5 and 5.0 (NUC, 2019, p. 95). Whether or not these figures suggest that
university education is of a high caliber is up for debate.



33 Management Practices

According to Likert (1947), psychologist Kurt Lewin conducted a study outlining the three
primary management styles and their respective effects on team members in 1939. The study
also revealed that different team management styles produce different outcomes for leaders.
The three core management styles identified are:

e Authoritarian (autocratic): Make decisions without consulting your team members.
e Participative (democratic): Involve team members in the decision-making process.
e Delegative (laissez-faire): Allow team members to set their goals and deadlines.

It is crucial to consider the type of management style the university implements to improve
the quality of university education in developing countries. This is because management
practice is a prerequisite for a sound management system. According to Houlihan (2020, p. 9),
a study was conducted on the three styles and how the participants reacted to the three
management styles under review with an intriguing outcome to determine the best approach.
This study found that groups with autocratic leaders experienced hostility thirty times more
frequently than groups with democratic leaders. In addition, aggression was eight times more
common, and intriguingly, it was directed at other participants rather than the autocratic
leader. Furthermore, the research found that most participants liked the democratic leader
more than the autocratic leader, with a high number also liking the laissez-faire leadership
approach more than the autocratic leader (Houlihan, 2020, p. 9). Concisely, the OECD (2008)
summarized that it is widely assumed that university leadership directly influences the
effectiveness of teachers’ and students’ achievement outcomes.

However, this study adopted democratic management practice because it offers numerous
advantages over other types of management practice.

4 The Role of the UEQI Model in Improving the QUE in Developing Countries

As identified in Ohanyelu (2023, p. 148), the UEQI model aims to provide university
administrations in developing nations with the best management guidelines. To achieve the
best possible quality of university education, planning, organizing, implementing, and
evaluating modalities for university management practices should be restructured, or
management practices in the university system should be linked to low QUE in developing
nations (Ohanyelu, 2023, p. 148). Consequently, university administration and other relevant
parties with management responsibilities should implement the UEQI model by applying its
principles following their respective university policies and regulations.

Fig. 3 shows a cutting-edge educational innovation created expressly to supplement the
antiquated administrative practices in most universities in developing nations. UEQI Model’s
overarching objective is to act as a model for raising the caliber of higher education in
developing nations.
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Fig. 3: The UEQI model

The abbreviation ASUU in Fig. 3 means Academic Staff Union of Universities.

4.1 Five Steps of the UEQI Model
Fig. 4 shows the five steps of the UEQI model.

Source: Own adaptation of figure from Ohanyelu, (2023, p. 149)
Fig. 4: Five steps of the UEQI model
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Step 1: Management Practices

This highlights the importance of adopting the best management practices that could help
improve universities’ management potential (democratic management style).

Step 2: Activities
(a) Accountability refers to accepting responsibility for one’s actions.
(b) Social Justice means fair distribution of resources, treating all students and staff
equitably so that they feel safe and secure (physically and psychologically).
(c) Learning Environment includes spaces where students feel free, safe, and supported
in their pursuit of knowledge, as inspired by their immediate surroundings.

Step 3: Expectations
(a) Teaching and Learning: These processes enable thought and behavior change and
can be done formally or informally, inside or outside the classroom.
(b) Discipline in the University is an organized enforcement of standards to reduce
disruptions and maximize learning.
(c) ASUU Management: Some activities of the ASUU are an umbrella body of all
teaching members of universities in Nigeria.

Step 4: Evaluation
This step assesses the success or failure of the entire process.

Step 5: Outcome
Successfully implementing the highlighted principles of the UEQI model should improve
students’ academic performance.

Implementing the UEQI model is a cyclical process that illustrates how management practice
can positively influence university management by providing the best management tools and
skills necessary to achieve the best result. This outcome reflects university students' improved
academic performance.

5 Methodology of the Study

A correlational research design was applied to test hypotheses H1 and H2 statistically. The
primary purpose was to confirm or reject relationships between student academic
performance, university management practice, and university location variables. For this
reason, Spearman’s rank-order correlation coefficient, Kruskal-Wallis test, and Pearson’s chi-
square test of independence were used. These statistical methods have been chosen to
establish the strength and direction of the two ranked variables and determine whether two or
more independent variables differ statistically. The basic design in correlational design
involves collecting data on two or more variables in a sample and computing a correlation
coefficient. The author used a correlation study design to characterize and quantify the
strength of the relationship between two or more variables or score sets, which is also
supported by other researchers (Creswell, 2012). Simply put, correlation is a statistical
measure of the degree to which two variables are related. The strength of a relationship
between two variables can be objectively described using the correlation coefficient. It
becomes evident and straightforward to comprehend when expressed as a precise number.

A paper questionnaire distributed to the respondents in a face-to-face format in February-
December 2024 served as the instrument for data collection. The questionnaire was developed
based on a few items selected from the 2008 OECD Teaching and Learning International
Survey (TALIS) and the Validation of a Classroom Management Questionnaire for Pre- and
in-Service Teachers (Diaz et al., 2018, pp. 282—-285; Ebimiere et al., 2020). The questionnaire
consisted of 34 questions using the following 5-point Likert scale:
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1 =strongly disagree,
2 = disagree,

3 =undecided,

4 = agree,

5 =strongly agree.

The survey sample consisted of 700 respondents from the selected universities from among
the six geopolitical zones in Nigeria chosen by a simple random technique. A total of
505 participants, 323 men (64%) and 182 women (36%), completed the questionnaire. The
return rate of the questionnaire was 72.1%. Consequently, the return of the questionnaire was
72.1%. One hundred fifty-one respondents (30%) are between 40 and 49 years old, while 8%
are 60 or older. A total of 319 respondents (63%) are married. Twenty-one respondents
(4.2%) represent student union officials, while 336 respondents (66.5%) are employed full-
time. Moreover, 178 respondents (35.2%) have 1-9 years of work experience. Additionally,
most survey participants (39.8%) have obtained a master's degree, including an MBA or other
professional certifications, while 31% are Ph.D. holders and only 13% are professors. In
addition, 220 respondents (44%) are academics, while 231 respondents (46%) are non-
academic staff. The respondents’ geographical distribution among Nigeria's six geopolitical
zones is presented in Fig. 5.

® North Central ® North West  ® North North
H South East ® South South  ® South West

Source: Own

Fig. 5: The Respondents' Geographical Distribution among Nigeria's Six Geopolitical Zones

Fig. 5 shows that the southern zones have more survey participants than the northern zones.
One possible explanation is that Southern Nigeria has more universities and students than
Northern Nigeria. Furthermore, compared to North respondents, South respondents finished
their survey considerably more quickly. However, no particular explanation for this
discrepancy in survey responses could be found.

6 Research Results

The study investigated university management practices and how they could be used to
improve the QUE to address the declining standard of university education in developing
nations. The study’s overarching goal is to present university management practice as a



crucially innovative tactic capable of improving the QUE in developing nations. The
following tests were carried out and analyzed using the IBM SPSS 27:

1. the frequency of the participants’ views about democratic management style.

2. Spearman’s rank-order correlation coefficient analysis between university management
practices and students’ academic performance.

3. Kruskal-Wallis test between students’ academic performance and university’s geopolitical
location.

Tab. 1 shows the descriptive statistics of the frequency distribution of the data occurrence.

Tab. 1: Descriptive statistics of the respondents

Classification criterion Maximum Mean of the Standard

value criterion deviation
Age 5.00 2.81 1.169
Gender 2.00 1.36 0.481
Marital status 5.00 2.28 0.957
Employment status 4.00 1.48 0.794
Work experience (in years) 5.00 2.08 1.040
Academic status 5.00 2.72 1.144
Job category 4.00 1.74 0.819
University geolocation 6.00 3.8594 1.538

Source: Own

The central tendency records the data’s distribution center, while the data set's variability
records the degree of dispersion. Tab. 1 highlights the distribution of participants'
demographics used in the study.

6.1 Frequency of the Participants’ Views about Democratic Management Style

Tab. 2 shows the frequency and percentage of survey participants’ views about the democratic
management style in universities.

Tab. 2: The frequency of the survey participants’ views about the democratic management
style in universities
Response Options Number of Responses Percentage of Responses

Strongly disagree 29 5.7
Disagree 127 25.1
Undecided 25 5.0
Agree 145 28.7
Strongly Agree 179 354

Source: Own

As Tab. 2 confirms, about 64.1% of the respondents, like the democratic management style,
agree with it and would recommend it to their universities.

6.2 Spearman’s Rank-Order Correlation Coefficient Analysis between University
Management Practices and Students’ Academic Performance

Tab. 3 shows Spearman’s rank-order correlation test between university management practice
and students’ academic performance, see H; in Section 1.



Tab. 3: Spearman’s rank-order correlation coefficient for two selected variables

Spearman’s Rank-Order University Management Students’ Academic
Correlation Coefficient (rs) Practices Performance
University management practices 1 -
Students’ academic performance 0.54* 1

* The correlation is significant at the 0.01 level.
Source: Own

As shown in Tab. 3, Spearman’s rank-order correlation coefficient indicated a positive,
moderate, and statistically significant relationship at »,=0.54, n =505, and the P-
value < 0.001 for variables ,,students’ academic performance* and ,,university management
practices®. This suggests that the null hypothesis Hy is rejected (see Hi in Section 1), and solid
management practices prioritizing students and effective management strategies improve
students’ academic results.

6.3 Kruskal-Wallis Test between Students’ Academic Performance and University’s
Geopolitical Location

The Kruskal-Wallis test determines if there is a difference in students’ academic performance
based on the university’s geopolitical location. Six geographical locations in Nigeria were
involved: South-South, South-West, South-East, North-North, North-West, and North-
Central. The Kruskal-Wallis indicates a non-significant difference between the variables —
consequently, the null hypothesis Ho has been confirmed (see H> in Chapter 1). No
statistically significant differences (Pearson’s chi-square test of independence = 6.34, the P-
value = 0.075, degrees of freedom = 5) were found among the six categories of participants.
This implies that the geopolitical location of students at the university does not significantly
impact their learning outcomes.

7 The Practical Significance of Statistical Findings

(a) The democratic management style is preferred because it encourages workplace values,
teamwork, engagement, and creativity.

(b) The cohesiveness of democratic management positively affects students’ academic
performance, which helps form the necessary management structure for improving the
quality of university education.

(c) There i1s no meaningful correlation between a university’s geopolitical zone and its
students’ academic achievement; one university's geopolitical location does not ensure its
students will academically outperform students from other geopolitical zones.

(d) A positive, moderate, and statistically significant relationship exists between university
management practice and students’ academic performance.
7.1 Data Analysis and Discussion

The study explored how management practices at universities could be used to improve the
deteriorating QUE in developing nations. The primary conclusions were that

(a) Students’ academic performance and university management practices had a positive,
moderate, and statistically significant relationship, and

(b) no statistically significant difference in students' academic performance across university
geopolitical locations.



Students’ successful learning is greatly influenced by the management techniques employed,
accepted, and implemented in educational institutions (Baum, 2003). In the same view, Bok
(2009) emphasizes that an ideal management strategy actively supports keeping a close eye on
all institutional activities to ensure that resources are used appropriately and in the best
interests of the students. Universities and other pertinent educational institutions use this
approach, providing students with suitable and comfortable learning environments and
helping them achieve their academic learning objectives. According to the university
organizational chart, the line of authority in Nigerian universities runs from the visitor (the
President of the Country) through the Pro-Vice-Chancellor, the Vice-Chancellor. Because of
this configuration, the university management system’s appointment and promotion
procedures attest to the popularity of the democratic management style.

In the Nigerian context, a university’s location is ascertained based on its position in the
Nigerian geopolitical zone. In this respect, university locations are dispersed according to the
six geopolitical zones. However, the location could be urban, rural, or metropolitan. The
Kruskal-Wallis test assessed the degree of relationship between students’ academic
performance across university’s geopolitical location. The result shows a non-significant
relation, indicating that students’ academic performance is independent of the university’s
location. It, therefore, suggests that university location does not influence students’ academic
performance.

Given its influence on national development, the significance of a top-notch university
education cannot be overstated. Quality education is a valid tool for scientific discoveries,
national development, and the transformation of a larger society (Thom-Otuya & Inko-Tariah,
2016, p. 106). According to the literature and data obtained in the study, student academic
performance is an assessment platform to determine the effectiveness of university policies
and how university managers carry out responsibilities that directly or indirectly affect
students’ learning outcomes. The association between university management practice and
students’ academic performance is moderately positive but statistically significant. Academic
success is crucial for students to become qualified graduates who will lead the nation’s future
workforce and be in charge of its social and economic development (Ali et al., 2009, p. 82).

Given the results of the statistical testing of hypotheses Hi and H», it is reasonable to agree
that university managers ought to embrace a democratic management approach that aims to
foster innovation among their faculty and students. This is due to the proactive efforts to
gather feedback and viewpoints from other employees, which would encourage discussion
and participation in the decision-making process.

Conclusion

The relationship between educational management practices and university education quality
propels students’ achievement because high QUE results from effective management
strategies, which invariably improve students' academic performance. Enhancing the standard
of higher education is exclusively dependent on how employees carry out their duties and the
level of collaboration between employees regarding formulation and execution. A novel
model was developed to help university managers manage difficulties and maintain quality. In
order to help universities in developing nations organize, plan, implement, and evaluate
university policies toward achieving the highest possible quality of university education, this
study presented the UEQI model. The UEQI model provides the basis for developing,
implementing, and achieving the university’s objectives, bringing the standards of the core
management functions into action (Ohanyelu, 2023, p.152). The principles of the UEQI
model should be applied by university managers and other stakeholders tasked with managing
their respective institutions in compliance with the established policies and procedures.



One of the important limitations of this survey was a smaller research sample than anticipated
by the author. The reasons were the long distances between data collection sites and the
reluctance of some respondents to fill out the questionnaire on time due to workload or other
personal reasons. As a result, it took more time to transcribe the primary survey data into IBM
SPSS 27. Notwithstanding these limitations, this study could help university administrators
and managers, parents, government agencies and parastatals, educational policymakers,
curriculum developers, researchers, faculty, the National Universities Commission, Federal
Ministries of Education, and students to strategically implement a target-oriented management
practice that centers on improving the quality of university education and student learning
outcomes. The author considers the possibility of providing a similar survey in another
developing country in the future to determine whether the results gathered would be the same
as those obtained in Nigeria.
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PRAXE RIZENI VYSOKYCH SKOL: OZDRAVNY PRISTUP KE SNIZUJICi SE KVALITE
VYSOKOSKOLSKEHO VZDELAVANI V ROZVOJOVYCH ZEMICH

Studie zkouma, jak by bylo mozné uplatnit postupy fizeni univerzit jako novou a ozdravnou
strategii ke zlepSeni klesajici kvality univerzitniho vzdélavani v rozvojovych zemich. Jako
vyzkumny nastroj byl v obdobi unor-prosinec 2022 pouzit dotaznik a ucastnici (n = 505) byli
vybrani z celkové populace, ktera zahrnovala jak management, tak administrativni
a akademické/neakademické pracovniky vybranych univerzit ze Sesti geopolitickych zon
v Nigérii, a to pomoci jednoduché nahodné techniky. Pro testovani statistickych hypotéz byl
pouzit Spearmantiv korela¢ni koeficient poradi a Kruskaltiv-Wallisiiv test. Na zékladé
vysledkii Spearmanova korelacniho koeficientu potfadi byla hypotéza H1 zamitnuta a byl
potvrzen ptiznivy, mirny a statisticky vyznamny vztah mezi studijnimi vysledky studentti a
praxi fizeni univerzit. Soucasné byla pomoci Kruskal-Wallisova testu potvrzena hypotéza H2
a mezi studijnimi vysledky studentl a geopolitickou polohou univerzity neexistuje statisticky
vyznamny rozdil. Studie dochdzi k zavéru, Ze efektivni praxe demokratického fizeni pozitivné
ovliviiuje celkovou kvalitu vystuptl vysokoskolského vzdélavani. Studie je jedine¢na, protoze
ke zlepSeni soucasného stavu byly pouzity principy modelu zvySovani kvality univerzitniho
vzdélavani (model UEQI).

PRAXIS DES HOCHSCHULMANAGEMENTS: EIN RESTAURATIVER ANSATZ FUR DIE
SCHWINDENDE QUALITAT DER HOCHSCHULBILDUNG IN DEN
ENTWICKLUNGSLANDERN

In der Studie wird untersucht, wie Hochschulmanagementpraktiken als neue und restaurative
Strategie zur Verbesserung der sinkenden Qualitit der Hochschulbildung in
Entwicklungsldndern eingesetzt werden konnten. Als Forschungsinstrument wurde von
Februar bis Dezember 2022 ein Fragebogen verwendet, und die Teilnehmer (n = 505) wurden
aus der Gesamtpopulation ausgewéhlt, die sowohl das Management, die Verwaltung als auch
das akademische/nichtakademische Personal der ausgewidhlten Universititen aus den sechs
geopolitischen Zonen Nigerias umfasste, wobei ein einfaches Zufallsverfahren angewendet
wurde. In der Studie wurden der Spearman-Rangkorrelationskoeffizient und der Kruskal-
Wallis-Test zur statistischen Hypothesenpriifung verwendet. Auf der Grundlage der
Ergebnisse des Spearmanschen Rangkorrelationskoeffizienten wurde Hypothese HI1
verworfen und eine glinstige, méfige und statistisch signifikante Beziehung zwischen den
akademischen Leistungen der Studierenden und der universitiren Managementpraxis
bestitigt. Gleichzeitig wurde Hypothese H2 mit Hilfe des Kruskal-Wallis-Tests bestatigt, und
es gibt keinen statistisch signifikanten Unterschied zwischen den akademischen Leistungen
der Studierenden und dem geopolitischen Standort der Universitit. Die Studie kommt zu dem
Schluss, dass sich eine effiziente demokratische Managementpraxis positiv auf die
Gesamtqualitit der Hochschulbildung auswirkt. Die Studie ist einzigartig, weil die
Grundsiétze des Modells zur Verbesserung der Qualitdt der Hochschulbildung (UEQI-Modell)
angewandt wurden, um den Status quo zu verbessern.

PRAKTYKA ZARZADZANIA UNIWERSYTETEM: PODEJSCIE NAPRAWCZE DO
MALEJACEJ JAKOSCI EDUKACJI UNIWERSYTECKIE] W KRAJACH ROZWIJAJACYCH SIE

W badaniu zbadano, w jaki sposob praktyki zarzadzania uniwersytetami mogg by¢ stosowane
jako nowatorska i naprawcza strategia poprawy spadajacej jako$ci edukacji uniwersyteckiej
w krajach rozwijajacych sie. Kwestionariusz ankiety zostal wykorzystany jako narzedzie
badawcze w lutym-grudniu 2022 r., a uczestnicy (n = 505) zostali wybrani z catej populacji,



ktora obejmowata ZzarOwno kadre kierownicza, administracyjna, jak
i akademicka/pozaakademickag ~ wybranych  uniwersytetow  sposréd  sze$ciu  stref
geopolitycznych w Nigerii, przy uzyciu prostej techniki losowej. W badaniu zastosowano
wspotczynnik korelacji rang Spearmana i testy Kruskala-Wallisa do testowania hipotez
statystycznych. W oparciu o wyniki wspotczynnika korelacji rang Spearmana, hipoteza H1
zostala odrzucona, a korzystny, umiarkowany i statystycznie istotny zwigzek migdzy
wynikami akademickimi studentow a praktyka zarzadzania uniwersytetem zostat
potwierdzony. Jednocze$nie hipoteza H2 zostata potwierdzona za pomoca testu Kruskala-
Wallisa i nie ma statystycznie istotnej réznicy miedzy wynikami akademickimi studentow
a potozeniem geopolitycznym uniwersytetu. W badaniu stwierdzono, ze skuteczna
demokratyczna praktyka zarzadzania pozytywnie wptywa na ogoélng jakos¢ ksztalcenia
uniwersyteckiego. Badanie jest wyjatkowe, poniewaz zasady modelu poprawy jakosci
ksztalcenia uniwersyteckiego (model UEQI) zostaty zastosowane w celu poprawy status quo.
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Abstrakt

S nariistajicim vékem doziti bez vyrazného nariistu doziti ve zdravi a s poctem seniorl
v populaci, kteti vyzaduji zvlaStni péci v dasledku nesobéstacnosti v navaznosti na
neurodegenerativni onemocnéni, nardstaji i naroky na domaci a institucionalni péci o tyto
osoby. Z n€kdejsi individudlni rodinné starosti se stala zasadni spolecenska vyzva. Souvislosti
tohoto problému a zkuSenosti rodin starSich nemocnych jsou v posledni dob¢ stale castéji
reflektovany v uméni. V pfispévku se zaméfime primarné na novéjsi literarni a filmovéa dila
z domaciho kontextu (Urban: Dr. Alz, Vlasdkova: Tela, Slavik: Tancuj Matyldo), k dalSim
kulturné blizkym budeme odkazovat pro srovndni. Ve vykladu sledujeme, které socidlni
kontexty a subjekty umélecka dila tematizuji; zda se zaméfuji spiSe na nemocného nebo na
zmény v roding; zda setrvavaji v soukromé sféfe nebo zahrnuji aspekty institucionalni; zda
vyuzivaji spiSe perspektivu nemocného nebo pecujiciho a jakych ucinkil témito postupy
dosahuji, tj. jak mohou pfispét k povédomi o problému, jeho reflexi a spoleCenskému
zpracovani.

Keywords

Artistic representation; Caregiving; Communication; Dementia; Generation; Social schemes.

Uvod

Podle tdaji Ceského statistického ufadu (CSU, 2024) se pocet i podil seniorti (osoby ve véku
65 let a vice) v Ceské populaci téméf nepfetrzite¢ (s vyjimkou pandemie) zvySuje uz od
poloviny osmdesatych let minulého stoleti. Zatimco vroce 1993 tvofili seniofi 13 %
populace, na konci roku 2023 to bylo uz 20 % (2 237 322 obyvatel, tdaj k 17. 5. 2024). Od
roku 2006 maji seniofi trvale pocetni pifevahu nad détmi mladSimi 15 let, v prosinci 2023
pfipadalo na 100 déti témer 130 senioril, ocekava se, ze v roce 2040 tento pomér presahne
hodnotu 200. Vyroéni zprava Ceské alzheimerovské spoleénosti za rok 2023 (CALS, 2023,
s. 5) uvadi pocet lidi s demenci Zijicich v CR v zavislosti na pohlavi takto: 116 533 Zen,
54 220 muzi a tuto predikci vyvoje: zatimco v roce 1960 to bylo 49 000 osob, v roce 2023
171 000, odhad pro rok 2050 je 297 000.!

Starnuti populace a zvySujici se vék doziti bez zachovani zdravi a pohody se stavaji zasadnim
spoleenskym problémem. Az v poslednich letech se pozornost obraci k osobam pecujicich,

! Popis vlastni metodiky vypoétu je ve vyroéni zpravé CALS (2023, s. 6).

© 2024 Author(s). This work is distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution-4.0 license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/).
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k hleddni moznosti jejich podpory 1 porozuméni jejich zkuSenosti. V nasledujicich analyzach
se zamétime na to, jak se k tématu stavi aktualni literarni a filmova tvorba; kde tviirci spatiuji
ohnisko problému, jaké piistupy voli k jeho zobrazeni a s jakymi Gc¢inky.

1 O Zenském starnuti, generacni propasti a pé¢i bez hranic v proze Klary
Vlasakové, Téla (2023)

Mohlo by se zdat, ze bezmocnost a pecovatelstvi jsou v proze Klary Vlasdkové Téla
(Vlasakova, 2023) az sekundarnim, ne-li tercidrnim tématem: tim primarnim je totiz generacni
propast v nahledu na svét, jez se otvira mezi matkou, plachou a submisivni Sedesatnici Marii a
jeji dcerou Rézou v mladsim stiednim véku. Ta se k matce chova s preziravou nadifazenosti,
jednak pro jeji nazory, jednak i proto, Ze je jeste slabsi nez ona sama. Na tyto dvé postavy je
navazano téma zenského starnuti — odtud nazev Teéla jako upozornéni na to, Ze zenska bytost
je nadale vnimana praveé prizmatem zevnéjsku — a také plodnosti.

Zatimco matka, byt’ intenzivné vnima svoji pozici ,,neviditelné Zeny“, se snazi €elit ubyvani
sil, aby si mohla ptivydélavat jako chtiva, dcera fesi problém s neplodnosti: Opakovang je
podrobovana spolu s muzem nedistojnym procedurdm na klinice asistované reprodukce,
podléha tizivému pocitu selhani a zlobi se na nepochopeni okoli. Pro svou matku vsak
pochopeni nemad: je pro ni prototypem losera devadesatych let, ktery se ,,nechopil Sance®,
neziskal kapital; pfitom se ji nestydi zadat o penize nebo ji vnucovat nevyhodnou vyménu
bytu.

Marie je nekonfliktni, ve své snaze prizpusobit se a vyhovét vSem az submisivni a snadno
manipulovatelnd. Pfestoze vypravéni ve tieti osob& zobrazuje jeji vnitini svét, Marie se 1 tak
jevi spise jako objekt nez subjekt ptibehu. Jeji psychologicky profil je navic dan i socialné
historicky: patifi ke generaci zaméstnankyn, jejichz emancipace spocivala pouze ve
vykonéavani dvou smén: zaméstnani a domaci prace.

Marie se pohybuje jen na okraji Zivotii druhych, naslouchd a slouzi. M4 tendenci pfeceniovat
nahodné a zdvoftilostni projevy vlidnosti. Zasadnim krokem v jejim fadnim zivoté chiivy je
doprovodit misto zaneprazdnéné matky otce s détmi, jez ma rada, na dovolenou k mofi.
Béhem ptijemného pobytu zaZiva Marie epizodu jakoby ptevzatou z romantického filmu:
v butiku si nechd vnutit drahé Saty, protoZe ji mimofadné sluSi. Odmeénou je ji obdiv
hostitelské rodiny, ktery ji uvede do iluzorniho stavu, ze pro druhé mé néjakou osobni
hodnotu. I toto kratké Stésti je vSak ztrpceno: trucovité dévcatko odplave piili§ daleko a Marie
Jji musi zachraiovat pied utopenim. VSichni ji chvali jako hrdinku, Marie se vSak trapi
pocitem viny: dité ztratila z dohledu a zachraiiovala ho hlavné ze strachu pfed hnévem rodicu.
Ti ostatné Marii pozadaji, aby se s détmi uz nestykala, protoZze v nich mize vzbuzovat
negativni vzpominky. Navrhnou misto toho péci o prarodice.

Sedesatnice Marie se postupné ujima seniori 10-20 let starsich, jejichz zaméstnané déti péci
pfestavaji zvladat. Z dlrazu, jaky jeji zékaznici kladou na tklid, zajiSténi osobni hygieny,
teplé stravy a podobné, je zfejmé, ze prioritizuji zajiSténi viditelného poradku v domacnosti a
obecnych hygienickych narokil. Za tim stoji nejen vlastni potfeba zbavit se obav z nehody a
mit situaci pod kontrolou, ale také vyhovét ,,naroklim civilizované spolecnosti®. Vedle
omluvného sdélovani deficitii v chovani a sebeobsluznosti seniora nikdy nezazni informace o
tom, co ma doty¢nd osoba rada, ¢im se chce zabyvat nebo co ji chybi, co se ji nelibi. Marie
sama zjiStuje, jak se svymi pacienty vyjit. Jeji tolerantni povaha se kone¢né projevuje
pozitivné: ohleduplné fesi hygienické nehody seniorl, oceniuje jejich snahu o samostatnost,
pozorné nasloucha seniorce smifené se svétem 1 té, kterd uz zacina trpét bludy — jen se mezi
jeji predstavy snazi nenapadné vpravit praktické ukoly péce.



Mariina vstficnost — nevadi ji dotykat se staré¢ kiize ani pievazovat nehojici se rany — se stane
kamenem ftrazu jeji pecovatelské ulohy. Kdyz jednou ulozi vycCerpaného a bezmoci
zahanbeného klienta do postele, ten ji jaksi automaticky udéld vedle sebe misto. Sdileni
lidského tepla a pocit bezpeci oba potesi. Starého muze vSak situace az prekvapiveé vzrusi, a
Marie ptes jeho omluvy reaguje poskytnutim sexualni tlevy. Nemysli na svoji rozkos, stane
se to pro ni soucasti péce o télesné blaho klienta. Jeji specialni péce se vsak prozradi a
klientliv syn ji obvini ze sexudlniho zneuzivani mezitim zemielého otce; predstava sexualné
aktivniho starce je pro syna nepfijatelna. Kdyz se pak Mariina roz€ilend dcera domaha
vysvétleni, pro¢ k tomu doslo, Marie odpovi zcela nevinné: ,,Moznd jsem jen chtela byt
uzitecnd...“

Vzdy zavrhovana a ted’ jiz definitivné zavrzena Stastné ot€hotnévsi dcerou, po ztraté klientely
a obavach z obvinéni ze stihdni Marie najde jediny zpusob, jak se situaci vyrovnat: Druzi ji
téméf nikdy nevidéli, kdyz si pocCinala fadné¢ nebo dokonce vyborné. Dcefi, pokud ji
neslouzila, spiSe prekazela. Pro¢ by tedy méla byt najednou vidét jen pro svij prohiesek?
Marie odejde, ztrati se, prosté zmizi. Roméanovy dovétek patii dcefi Roze, kterd se nesnazi
vyrovnat se zmizelou matkou, nybrz obraci se s poselstvim k nové narozenému ditéti. To, ze i
ona mozna bude jednou pro svou dceru stard, ji pochopitelné nenapadne.

1.1 Senior jako biimé a objekt

Mikroptibéhy Mariinych stafeckli, znichZz mnozi zemfou v nemocnici, zvyraziuji dva
problémy: zaprvé zoufala snaha ptetizenych déti udrzet v domacnosti seniora ony ,,civiliza¢ni
standardy* vede k narlistajici nervozité¢ a vycerpanosti, jez mize vyustit v necitlivost viici
rodicim. Pfitom ,,0debrani seniori* jako v ptipad¢ déti v chudé az zanedbané domécnosti
rozhodné nehrozi. Velka ¢ast ¢eské spolecnosti se shoduje na tom, ze pokud ,,zanedbéani péce*
spociva v chudych domacich podminkach, ne vSak starostlivosti o déti, je to diivod k socialni
pomoci, nikoli pfeddni déti do ndhradni péce. Tolerance nepotfddku v domdacnosti seniora je
vSak nastavena velmi nizko.

Pecovatelstvi o nesobéstaénou osobu v rodiné v Cesku nejéastéji prosté ,,zbude” &i vyjde na
7enu, nezfidka piislusnici sendvi¢ové generace, srov. (Klimova Chaloupkova, 2013; Sindela,
2014). Ta se nékdy musi vzdat svého zaméstnani a pfijmu, vyuZzivat prispévku na péci a Celit
jeho piehodnocovani motivovanému zménami politiky v oblasti socialni péce. Celi ale také
zhorSeni vztahll s ostatnimi Cleny rodiny, vyhofeni nebo poklesu sebetcty: nucena ztrata
oblibené profese muze vést k rozmyti jeji identity a naruseni (sebe)jistoty. Vyhasinani
rodinnych vztahii, ubyvani pratelské pfitomnosti, absence fyzického kontaktu, tfeba pouhého
doteku jako projevu naklonnosti v pé€i o seniory zasadni téma. Neda se vyloucit, Ze mize byt
v tomto smyslu lepsi institucionalni péce s kontaktnimi terapeuty, s poskytovanim drobnych
aktivizacnich masazi, terapii s doméacimi zvifaty a podobné, zatimco socialni a emocionalni
kapacity pecujici osoby vyCerpana chodem domacnosti se snizuji, srov. (Skélova, 2013, zvl.
s. 95-97).

Potencial umélecké reprezentace se ukazuje tam, kde tendenci k ,,objektivizaci® seniora,
respektive redukci jeho osobnosti na ,,rodinny problém* vystihuji nejen obsah, ale konkrétni
umélecké metody. Napiiklad Marek Sindelka voli specificky vypravéci postup v povidce
Jméno v souboru Zistaiite s nami (Sindelka, 2011): Tii sourozenci se dohaduji o umisténi
chiadnouciho otce v pecovatelském zatizeni; nejstarsi bratr opakuje reklamni klisé o kvalité
poskytovanych sluzeb, dcery vahaji; otce vSak z diskuse nevédomky vyclenuji a ten pak
pusobi jen jako jeji filtr. Stary muz ustarané pfemysli o likvidaci Skiidci na zahrad€ a se
zdéSenim zjiStuje, Ze si nemize vzpomenout na jméno své Zeny; komunikace jeho déti
k nému doléha slabé a utrzkovité, az se z ni stane nesmyslny sled slov.



Jesté radikalnéjsi metodu voli film His Three Daughters (Jacobs, 2023), v jehoz ptibéhu se
sejdou tii velmi rozdilné sestry v byté svého umirajicitho otce. Pfestoze nemocny je pod
kontrolou pfistroji, s pé¢i pomaha zdravotni sestra a radi asistent pro rodiny umirajicich,
situaci evidentné nezvladaji. Pfibéh se rozviji jako zobrazeni konflikti mezi velitelskou
perfekcionistickou Katie, citlivou Christine, jez si uklada ulohu vzdy pozitivni mediatorky, a
bohémskou Rachel, jez se o otce dosud starala. Otce samého vsak spatifime az pred zdvérem
filmu pribéhu: do té¢ doby je pfitomen jen v feci druhych postav: pro Katie jako rodinny a
socidlni problém — zarucit zdravé prostiedi, ziskat potvrzeni diive vysloveného ptani (DNR) —
pro Christine hlavné vzpominka na détstvi. Jen pro Rachel je to skutecné zivy ¢lovek, jemuz
chodi sdé€lovat vysledky fotbalovych zapast a svoje sazkaiské uspéchy ¢i omyly. Jak se
v takovém socialnim mikrodramatu da ocekavat, do situace se v naznacich promita odlisna
povaha, zkuSenosti i zivotni naladéni sester i ddvné prozitky kiivdy. Sdileny stres a litost vSak
postupné piiméeje starSi sestry odlozit socialni masky, jez byly sice jejich sebeobranou
navenek, ale zaroveinl pfekazkou jejich autentického prozivani. Tato proména pak vraci tvar a
hlas otci, ktery byl dosud ,,zastoupen‘ pipanim pfistroji nad némym a hlavné skrytym télem:
sestry si jej vSak predstavi takového, jaky byval, laskavého a velkorysého.

Ve vypravéni Klary Vlasdkové se stiidd presvédcivé podani prozitku starnuti z perspektivy
protagonistky Marie s dosti plose pusobicim hlediskem dcery a popisnymi pasdzemi
zobeciiujicimi generaéni zkuSenost.? Pro dynamizaci vztahli postav i feSeni zéapletky vsak
vyuziva osvédcené scénaristické postupy (konflikt nazori na svatebni oslavé, docasné,
iluzorni zkrdsnéni stdrnouci Zeny, ,,zmizeni* postavy). VSechny tyto piiklady ukazuji, Ze
,pribéh™ starnuti a bezmoci muze zasadnim zpiisobem formovat hlavné perspektivizace
podani.

2 Triumf kamery a herectvi nad didaktickym pribéhem, film Tancuj Matyldo
(rezie Petr Slavik, scénai Natasa Slavikova, Petr Slavik, 2023)

Film Tancuj Matyldo (Slavik, 2023) je ptibeh exekutora Karla a jeho vztahu k matce, byvalé
zpévaccee, jez si od ng& v détstvi udrZzovala odstup (mj. oslovenim Matyldo misto mamo).
Karel vztah k seniorce udrzuje jako pravidelné plnénou povinnost a nev§imne si proto u vzdy
naladové matky ubytku soudnosti. Pociti to aZ ve chvili, kdy matka pfenechd zdarma sviij byt
dvojici podvodnikl a nasté¢huje se k nému. U Matyldy nartstaji poruchy paméti a zmatenost,
je ji diagnostikovan Alzheimer. Karel se zoufale snazi udrzet spoluZiti a Celit problémim
s mat¢inym chovanim, podlehne vSak natlaku partnerky a umisti matku v ustavu. Odtud ji pro
skandalné Spatné zachdzeni zase bere zpé&t a predava do péce syna, ktery se nedostal na
vysokou $kolu. Jak syn, tak profesionalni pecovatelka® vSak nezvladaji kritické situace,
vycerpany Karel opakovan€ hledd matku s pomoci policie. Jeho vztah s partnerkou se
rozpada. Méni se vSak jeho pohled na Zivotni obtize: dosud zdsadovy muz, pro n&jz métitkem
zivota byl zékon a abstraktni etika, si postupné pfipousti moznost nahlédnout sloZitou situaci
obyc¢ejnych dluznikd. Nalezeni stop matciny n¢kdejsi lasky mu dovoli odpustit ji absolutni
preferenci vztahu k manZelovi a pfivedou ho k mySlence na gesto smifeni. To je nakonec
nejen pro odchéazejici Matyldu, ale 1 pro néj a jeho syna povznasejicim zazitkem.

2 Podobny problém lze v aktualni Ceské proze soustfedéné na individudlni osud pozorovat obecné; napftiklad
v ocenované proze Marka Torcika o dospivani a piijeti sexualni orientace Rozlozi§ pameét (Torcik, 2023)
vyzniva pokus objasnit motivace politickych postoji lidi v mést€ negativné zasazeném strukturdlnimi zménami
v devadesatych letech jako sociologicky pfilepek, nikoli integralni soucést piibéhu.

3 Nastane tu obdobna situace jako v dramatu Floriana Zellera La pére (Zeller, 2012), resp. stejnojmenném filmu
The Father (Zeller, 2020): v obou piibézich mlada sebevédoma pecovatelka nezvladne nevyzpytatelnost
nemocného a s vycitkami namifenymi proti Spatnému rozhodnuti rodiny o domaci péci odmitne pokracovat
v praci. Zdanlivé epizodicky moment vSak ukazuje jeden z neuralgickych bodl pecCovatelstvi: obtizné
rozhodovani bez podpory a bezbrannost pecujiciho viici (selhavajici) autorite.



Scénar psal rezisér Slavik spolecné s manzelkou NataSou, jez péci o pacienta s Alzheimerem
zazila a vénuje se Sifeni povédomi o nemoci. Spoluautofi byli chvaleni odborniky za
zobrazeni postupu nemoci; stejné tak si uznani za jeji ztvarnéni vyslouzila herecka Regina
Razlova. Jenze realistické a vystizné podani pribehu nemoci, byt k umélecké metod¢ patii,
jesté nezaruci piesvédCivy obraz lidské zkuSenosti. Pfitom o jeho komplexnost se autoii
rozhodné pokusili tim, Ze se nezaméfili jen na protagonistku, ale promény rodinného
prostiedi. Mozna, Ze to bylo pravé soustiedéni na reprezentaci pribéhu onemocnéni, jez
zaprii€inilo reduktivni povahu nékterych slozek ptibéhu nebo naopak jejich az pfili§ ndzorné,
ba didaktické zobrazeni.

Exekutor Karel je hned na zacatku ukazan jako nemilosrdny a nenavidény zéstupce svého
povoléani, ktery odmita jakoukoli dohodu ¢i zprostfedkovani. Jeden zoufaly dluznik se
nakonec zastteli; jak rozhof¢enym sousediim, tak Zurnalistovi nebo ustarané dluznici pecujici
o ochrnutého manzela Karel argumentuje abstraktni etikou: zdkony plati pro vSechny, on
chrani véritele pred dluzniky, ktefi zakon porusuji, a poctivé se drzi ,,afedniho postupu®. Tato
fraze se v piibéhu mnohonédsobn& vraci: tfeba v fe€i socidlnich pracovnic, jez matku
prohlésily za sobéstaénou podle ,,danych kritérii“,* a tim rodin& znemoznily ziskani piispévku
na péci. Nebo v feci feditelky pecovatelského tustavu, jehoz prostiedi je zobrazeno velmi
schematicky, a to negativné — to ovSem cCeského divaka neptekvapi, protoze negativni
zkuSenosti s chovanim Ufadl nebo kvalitou péce v zafizenich ma vyznamna cast pecujicich
osob. V pfibé¢hu je vSak Karel takto nazorné ,trestan“ stejnou rigidnosti, jakou sam
uplatiioval. KdyZ se obm¢ekéen pokusi vratit zabaveny notebook ochrnutému muzi, dozvi se,
ze mezitim zemfel.

Jako by dé&j trochu déaval za pravdu tvrzeni Karlovy pfitelkyné Lucie, ze se opozdéné snazi
vykoupit ze svych hiichid. Karliv vztah s touto racionélni advokatkou je zobrazen tak chladné,
7e pusobi az nezivotng: chybi v ném divernost a blizkost, nikdy se presvédCivé nezasméji,
neobejmou, polibkem Lucie oceni jen luxusni darek...). Jejich komunikace je vé¢né€ napjata a
plnd klis¢ (Lucie si pfeje ,,svlj zivot®, ,ujizdi ji vlak®). Psychologickd uloha partnerky
spo¢iva v naléhani na to, aby se Karel matky ,,zbavil*“. Rozkolisava tak Karlovo plivodné
pouze moralng, postupné i emocionalné motivované rozhodnuti o matku pecovat: uvédomi si,
ze to ned€la z povinnosti, ale protoze mu ji je lito. Tento rozkol vztah predvidatelné znici.

Reduktivni a schematické je i podani Karlova syna Pavla: rozmazleny, nezodpovédny
piislusnik zlaté mladeze je zobrazovan ponejvice v klubu s kumpany, kteti ho nemaji radi a
popichuji kvili otci, v&né je bez penéz kvili nakupovani marihuany. Typickd je 1 prvni
Pavlova reakce na zoufaly stav babicky utlumené, znecisténé a pfipoutané v Ustavu: situaci
nahrava, aby ji mohl vyvé&sit na socialni sit€. Jeho tolerantni postoj k babi¢ce zprvu provazi
lehkomyslnost a nedbalost v péci. Ilustrativni epizoda, v niz Pavel havaruje s cizim autem pod
vlivem drogy, je Upln€ zbytecna, zdvazny piein totizZ nema zadny vliv na chod dé&je. Karltv
ptisny postoj k Pavlovi se dlouho jevi jako opravnény: az ke konci se dozvidame, Ze se Karel
vzdycky zajimal jen o synovy vykony, v§imal si selhdni a neocenioval Gspéchy: Jako by syna
trestal za odtazité chovani své vlastni matky ¢i nepfitomnost otce ve svém detstvi.

Ona chladna atmosféra i naladéni postav jsou signalizovany i vizudlnimi prostfedky: Karltv
byt je plny tlumené Sed¢, Sedozelené a Sedomodré, svétlo tlumi stazené zaluzie; zlatavé svétlo
provazejici vano¢ni atmosféru se ukaze jako docasné, ba iluzivni: Lucie faleSnou rodinnou
idylu s Karlovou matkou kruté rozbije, Pavel S$tastné chvilky s milou divkou zkazi
autonehodou.

4 Byt je scéna az groteskné nadsazend (socidlni pracovnice pfistihne Matyldu, jak s Pavlem kouti marihuanu) a
pfipomina situaci z filmu Kolja (Svérak, 1996), obsahuje podstatny moment zkuSenosti: strach seniora, ze bude
»oznacen a vyloucen* jako nemohouci, jej vede k pozitivni sebeprezentaci a lhani.



Skutec¢nd sila této filmové vypovédi spociva ve vyvazeném sledovani promeény nemocné
matky 1 peCujiciho syna Karla. Byt se pokus zobrazit svét perspektivou zménéného védomi
pacienta jevi umeélecky lakavy, autofi se ji vyhnuli. Je to v logice povédomi o povaze nemoci,
nebot’ o vidéni svéta takového pacienta — na rozdil tfeba od osob depresivnich — neni dostatek
informaci.> Hrozi pak laciné efektni deformace vidéni reality. Matyldu v jejim narGstajicim
zmateni vidime vétSinou zvenci, Casto ale v blizkém zabéru vydéSené nebo vycerpané, a proto
nahle zestarlé tvare. Postupné vSak protagonistku stale vice sledujeme oCima jejiho syna,
kamera piejima jeho perspektivu: at’ uz v ptimé interakci postav nebo jen zoufalém napteni
Karlova ustvaného pohledu tam, kde by Matylda méla byt, ale neni; nebo je, ale byt nema —
tteba na stfeSni terase nebo s podpalenou krabici rodinnych pamétihodnosti na podlaze
kuchyné. Pravé stara fotografie vsSak ptivede Karla k napadu obnovit alesponi na chvili
Matyldinu pamét’ $tésti: vezme ji na vylet do Normandie, k mistu proslavenému i Monetovym
obrazem Utesy v Etretat (Monet, 1885). Matyldé se vybavi davny vylet s manZelem, Karel
s Pavlem pro své potéSeni vyckaji na zapad slunce a uzivaji si atmosféru jako z Monetovy
malby. Cesta a inscenace davné chvile jsou ,hodné filmové®, medidln€ 1 Zanrové typické
postupy; v piibéhu pfipominaji kratkost prozitku Stésti. Matylda nakonec poklidn¢ zemie
doma; otevienou, byt relativné ,,milosrdnou* tematizaci télesnosti tento proces pifipomene
Hanekeho film s tragickym vyusténim Ldska (Haneke, 2012). Smifené pfijeti zdvojené
pecovatelské role smiii otce se synem navzajem. I proto se na sebe mohou usmivat, kdyz
jedou ulozit Matyldinu urnu — do hrobky, jiz babicka posetile vyzdobila zvétseninou iluzorni
vanoc¢ni fotografie ,,St’astné rodiny*.

Ona ,jinscenace S$tastné chvile®, pfiznacna spiSe pro romantické filmy, ma vSak svij
ekvivalent v realité: Jeji efektivitu stvrzuji charitativni aktivity jako Sanitka splnénych prani
(ASCR, 2024) nebo nematerialni dary Jeziskovych vnoucat (NFCRo, 2024) — nemocni
v terminalnim stadiu a nepohyblivi seniofi svorné touzi po zéazitku, ktery nutné nemusi byt
filmov¢ atraktivni, ale jaky je pro ostatni bézny: tfeba po navstéveé zoo nebo vyjizd'ce k fece.
Potvrzuje to 1 prace s virtudlni realitou: podle vyzkumu provadéného v dob& pandemie, srov.
(Suchomelova et al., 2022), si seniofi Castéji pieji ,,zanofit se*“ do mist, kterd znaji, nebo
v nich mohou potkavat druh¢ lidi, nez do exotickych ¢i snovych krajin.

Ptes zkratkovity naznak kritiky instituciondlni péce® a schemati¢nost vedlejsich postav je film
Tancuj Matyldo jimavou psychologickou studii nemocného i pe€ujiciho, nepochybné i diky
vynikajicim hereckym vykoniim Reginy Rézlové a Karla Rodena. Bez ,,moralni napravy
zlého exekutora® by film byl méné didakticky, ale ztratil by jednu linii konfliktt. Primarné
vSak nejde o proménu Karlovy filozofie uspéchu a abstraktni moralky ve vstficnost vici
svétu, ale o proces piijeti a smifeni: Karlovo smifeni s vlastni minulosti, jez mu dovoli
smifeni se synem; synovo piijeti odpovédnosti za babi¢ku jako prvni krok k vlastni dosud
odkladané dospélosti, tedy k odpovédnosti; smifeni s tim, Ze Matylda, jeZ nebyla laskavou
chéapavou bytosti, se ji uz stat nemuze, protoze piestava byt sebou samou.

> Naznaky takové perspektivy vidime v Zellerové filmu The Father (Zeller, 2020), v némz se diky rafinované
kamefe interiér najednou jevi nikoli deformovany nebo nedosazitelny, ale jen ,divny“, v souladu
s protagonistovym pocitem, ze se kolem n¢j déje néco, cemu nerozumi.

¢ Takovy pfistup je naopak vysoce cenén v dile polského autora a reZiséra Mateusze Pakuly Jak nie zabitem
swojego ojca i jak bardzo tego Zaluje (Pakuta, 2021); na motivy prozy rezisér vytvoril drama (Pakuta, 2023): u
nas uvedeno na festivalu Divadlo v Plzni v roce 2024, s titulem Jak jsem nezabil svého otce a jak moc toho
lituji. Kontroverzni titul odkazuje k touze protagonisty ukoncit utrpeni nemocného otce i své ,,spoluumirani®;
kriticky se stavi k vefejnému zdravotnictvi i cirkvi, jez z jeho perspektivy jen prodluzuji utrpeni pacienta.



3 »UZ mi to zacalo... Myslim ten konec” — Milo$§ Urban, Dr. Alz (2024)

K tématu staii se nov¢ obratil i autor, v jehoZ romanech se prolinaji ddvné svéty se souasnym
¢i utopickym, temna magie s exaktni védou, milostny piib¢h s kriminalni zapletkou, nebo
patii k atraktivnimu zanru ,,industrialnich biografii*. Titul Cerstvé vydaného roméanu MiloSe
Urbana piisobi na prvni pohled jako marketingovy tah, narazka na reklamni strategie velkych
firem: sit’ 1ékaren, jez svou znackou proklamuje vysokou miru odbornosti (Dr. Max), na
dodavatelskou firmu Alza, jejiz sluzby — od prodeje elektroniky az po 1éCiva — propaguje
odpudivad animovand postavicka s pronikavym hlasem, mimozemstan Alzak. A konecné
nazev implikuje zkratku jména doktora Aloise Alzheimera, jez proti vili nositele dalo nazev
neurodegenerativnimu onemocnéni.

Protagonista a vypravée, sedmdesatnik Gustav Molitor, ma jako byvaly nakladatelsky
redaktor blizko k literarnimu psani. Pravé psanim se snazi cCelit postupujicim projevim
demence a hlavné klast aktivni odpor diagndze: jeji ndzev zdmérné¢ zkracuje, familiarné
nahrazuje kiestnim jménem Alois nebo (ziejmeé nezamerné) komoli na Altmeister.

Mimod¢ké jazykové chyby coby stopy sldbnuti intelektu pfedjima oblibeny trik
postmoderniho romanu, totiz jeho mystifikacni rdmcovani. Tentokrat ovSem ve funkci
autentifikacni: ,,Na zdkladé prani pisatelovy rodiny nebyl text jazykové upraven, a to ve jménu
udrzeni autenticity zapiski*. Plizivé zmény C¢tendf pozoruje v zaménach blizkych slov a
zkomoleninach, jez — vedle vypravécovy upovidanosti — vnaseji do smutného procesu i néco
humoru.” Vypravéni uzavird v Dovétku Gustavilv syn po smrti protagonisty: ,.Jeho zdpisky
Jjsou plné kravincii prorostlych lucnim kvitim; nechal jsem to tak.* (Urban, 2024, s. 247).

Gustav usilovné procvicuje pamét’ (opakuje si ndsobilku, vypocitava slozeni snidang, ucastni
se televizniho kvizu, trénuje, Casto neuspéSné, prochazky zndmym terénem). Snazi se jazyk
nejen spravné uzivat, ale i reflektovat, chlubi se znalosti novych vyraza digitalni kultury i
kompetencemi v ovladnuti technologii, uvédomuje si generani promény feci (fikat, ze je
néco out, uz je vlastné taky out, ptipousti si). Ukazuje se ale, Ze orientace v digitalnim svété
neni samospasitelna: Gustav umi googlit,® stahovat filmy, ovlddat internetové bankovnictvi
nebo samoobsluznou pokladnu: jenZe zapomind, kde nechal telefon, nebo Ze jeSté nezaplatil, a
z praktickych zadrheli propada Zalostné panice. Konfrontace digitalniho a analogového, ne-li
fyzického svéta odhaluje dalSi generani mezery: vnucka se brani, kdyZ se ji Gustav snazi
ptipomenout rané détstvi blednoucimi barevnymi fotografiemi. Jediny svét, ktery ji zajima, je
na socidlnich sitich.

Tim Gt&$néji pusobi epizodka, kdy Gustav dokdze byt uzite¢ny mladym: kdyZ s chuti pozoruje
skejtaky za dunivych zvuki techno, hudby, ktera by se mu v jeho véku méla nelibit, pozada;ji
ho dvé lelkujici divky o opravu posSkozenych ndusSnic. Gustav si dokdze poradit a divky ho
nevidi jako dementniho starce, nybrz zdbavného a pfitom zru¢ného podivina. Scéna nazorné
ukazuje, jak pocit ,,uZite€nosti* vytrhuje seniora z trvalé uzkosti, Ze je ,,jen na obtiz*.

Tento namnoze nevyhnutelny prozitek seniora i pecujiciho potvrzuje postava dcery, osamélé,
vécné nervozni a nevrlé. Jeji interakce s otcem jsou Casto konfliktni a Ctenaf se ani nedivi:
kdyZ ji otce predavaji policisté, kteti ho misto v muzeu s vnuckou naSli na divoké
technoparty; kdyZ ji k otci coby zabloudiv§imu houbati vola ochranka prezidentské obory,
nebo kdyz otec, znechuceny podezielym vzhledem vyhodi nové potfizeny vysava¢ z okna.

7 P¥ibuzny humor najdeme v proze Pravidla smésného chovani Emila Hakla (Hakl, 2010): syn si paradoxné
porozumi s otcem az ve chvili, kdy stary muz na nemocni¢nim lizku takika nesrozumiteln€ huhla s trubickou
v ustech.

8 ,,0n doktor Alzheimer se jmenoval Alois, jak jsem si vygooglil, ponévadZ nejsem senior, ktery by nedovedl
googlit, ti uz stejné vymreli.* (Urban, 2024, s. 56)



Syn, ktery se vzdycky povazoval za outsidera vedle usp€snéjsi sestry, se s otcem jiz davno
rozkmotiil. Naznak usmifeni, iniciovaného otcem, spociva ve vzajemném vyjasnéni piihody,
jiz vypraveéC ve svych zapiscich az obsedantné opakuje a variuje jako ilustraci svého
rodicovského selhéni; i syn ji cely zivot vnimal jako zdsadni vyraz otcovského nepfijeti. Opét
se tu uplatiuje logika intimniho rodinného dramatu: situace ohrozeni a louceni s sebou
logicky nese navraty k davnym kiivdam.

Podobné jako u Vlasakové vSak naplano vyzniva snaha o vtazeni spolecenského kontextu a
nedavné minulosti: pfipominka protagonistova kratkého, u¢elového &lenstvi v KSC, pongkud
skurilnim zpisobem zapojena do piibéhu a neStastné zpecet¢nd synovym omluvnym
vysvétlenim v Dovetku. Otazka je, zda se téma v romanu vibec mé¢lo objevit, nebyla-li mu
vénovana hlubsi pozornost. Mozna je to tim, ze autoriim se téma demence a pecovatelstvi
nezda dostatecné angazované, mozna je to tim, Ze soustiedéni na rozvoj onemocnéni v urcité
rodinné konstelaci je pfilis silnou konkurenci dalsim tématim. Vysledek ale neprospiva ani
vyjasnéni minulosti, ani celku pfib&hu.

Zavérecnou citaci versu ,,Dylana Thomase, kterého mél tata rad, nez na to zapomnel* (Urban,
2024, s. 255) muzeme opét Cist jako smiflivou pobidku ¢tenartim s podobnou zkusenosti:
zkuste si vzpomenout na to dobré — byt to z paméti nemocného vymizelo.

Zavérem

Téma starnuti, stafi a s nimi spojené klesajici sobéstacnosti ¢i dokonce nastupu demence a
nutnosti péce v rodin¢ se v Ceské literatuie 1 filmu jesté do prvniho desetileti nového tisicileti
objevovalo zfidka. Jako by se bylo zastavilo n€kde u Raisovych Vyminkdru (Rais, 1891)
v devadesatych letech stoleti devatenactého. V posledni dobé vSak uméleckych reprezentaci
téchto procesii a zkuSenosti ptibyva. Tézko fici, zda podnétem k jejich naristu byla zivotni
praxe piislusnikd sendvicové generace, nebo inspirace mnohem bohatsi zahrani¢ni tvorbou.
Vliv mohl mit tfeba ocetiovany americky film Still Alice, v ¢eské distribuci s titulem Porad
jsem to ja (Glatzer & Westmoreland, 2014). Zaostfeno je tu na postavu padesatnice Alice,
lingvistky, kterd onemocni ptfedCasnou demenci, a jazykové deficity vnima o to jasngji a
bolestngji. Veskerymi svymi piedpoklady vzbuzuje soucit: laskava, krasnd, vzdéland a
uspésna matka tii dospélych déti Zijici v harmonickém manZelstvi v dobie zajiSténé roding.
TéZce zasazena rodina obtizn¢ hleda zptisob, jak se k situaci postavit. Aktivné si ho dokaze
vytvofit jen nejmladsi dcera, ,,Cernd ovce rodiny®, kterd si na rozdil od svych snaZivych
sourozencu nedéla prili§ starosti s ispéchem. Proto mnohem lépe sndsi svoji k findlnimu
neuspéchu odsouzenou roli matciny kognitivni asistentky; spiSe nez se soucitem operuje na
bazi nenarocnosti a tolerance.

Uz tehdy si v8ak kritika 1 divaci v§imli vyrazného vycentrovani protagonistky i toho, Ze pocity
ostatnich ¢lenti rodiny zlstdvaji v pozadi. Pravé sledované piiklady ceské tvorby vSak
ukazuji, jak se proménuje objekt zobrazeni — mohli bychom fici ,,od Alice k Matyldé* — tj. od
vSemi milované obéti predCasného onemocnéni ke Skodolibé stafené, ktera nikdy nebyla
dobrou matkou, a jak se zobrazeni ndstupu nemoci posouvd az k naprostému rozpadu
osobnosti. Tuto proménu provazi také otevienéjsi tematizace télesnosti ve stafi: zatimco téma
de-estetizované Zenské té€lesnosti a intimity — byt’ v nepfekvapivém zpozdéni oproti zdpadnim
trendim — uZ se v ¢eském uméni usadilo, (sebe)reflexe fyzického chatrani, jakou nabizi
novela Klary Vlasdkové, neni mnoho. ZkuSenost generace Ceskych zen, jez v dospélosti zazily
realny socialismus, tu zastupuje ptikaz, ktery fidi mysl starnouci hrdinky: t€lo musi za vSech
okolnosti fungovat.

Postupné se rozsifuje celkovy zab€r na postavy a prostiedi, predev§im na osoby pecujici.
Zatimco prvni zména souvisi spiSe s volbou filmového Zanru a také toleranci ¢eské kultury



k humorné &i groteskni nadsazce v zobrazeni vaznych témat,” druhd je nepochybné
motivovana zvné¢jSku, spolecensky: nartistajicim zdjmem nejen o ulohu, ale také vlastni Zivot
pecujicich osob, snahou jim tuto ulohu uleh¢it. Jednim z prostiedkl ziskani porozuméni mize
byt prosté ,,ukdzani*“ kazdodennosti pecujici osoby a naristajici naro¢nosti péce o pacienta
s neurodegenerativnim onemocnénim. Zatimco pied dvaceti lety piislusnici starSi generace
moralizovali pecujici osoby véku stfedniho s argumentem, ze oni sami se piece ,,zvladli
postarat®™, neuvédomovali si, ze vypomahali rodi¢iim ve svém dnesnim véku, nejcastéji otcim
Sedesatniklim po infarktu; péce o seniora s demenci byla spiSe individualni zalezitosti. Dnes
vSak Sedesatileti Casto peCuji o rodiCe osmdesatniky a tvoii i vyznamnou Cast pecovatelll
v pecovatelskych zafizenich. Lze predpokladat, ze i vnimavost k problému je odstupniovana
generacné.

Potencial umeélecké tvorby promluvit do spolecenské rozpravy o stafi a nemoci se zvysuje uz
s rozsifenim tematického zabéru, potencial oslovit a zaangazovat individudlniho vnimatele je
podstatné spojen s volbou perspektivy, a to s vyuzitim specifickych predpokladt daného
média: v Urbanové romanu vypravéni v prvni osobé dovoluje subtilné stopovat proluky
v ovladnuti feci, zdmény a zkomoleniny slov v textu, jehoz psani protagonista piibéhu vnima
jako mezni moznost sebekontroly. Filmova kamera zase umoziuje dvoji blizkost: jak
zpytovani rozmrzelé tvare zacinajiciho pecCovatele, tak prevzeti jeho ustaraného pohledu
v dynamické perspektivé odpovidajici dynamice vyvoje nemoci.

Zatim se zda, ze naro¢nému zprostiedkovani naro¢né zkusenosti piibéhem se protivi zapojeni
SirSiho socidlniho nebo politického kontextu: bud’ je takovy pokus jen ,,pfilepen® k vlastnimu
pribéhu jako u Vlasdkové a Urbana, nebo upadd do schématu jako ve filmu Tancuj, Matyldo.
Vychodiskem moZzné budou alternativni obraceni perspektivy: od individualni ke kolektivni,
od vné&jsi k vnitini. Zatim tedy musime docenit umeleckou reprezentaci problému v intimni
rodinné dimenzi a jeji volnost v perspektivé hodnotové: zatimco v proze Annie Ernauxové
Obycejna zena (Ernaux, 1989) mize zkusSenost s blizkou osobou s demenci piinést prevazné
zraiiyjici vzpominani na osobu, jiz kdysi byla, i smutné poznani, Ze se ztratou matky
definitivné ztrdcime dité, jimz jsme byli my sami, €ast své identity. Nebo jako ve filmu
Tancuj Matyldo mizZe nasvitit proces a vyznam piijeti a smifeni; a to je asi to nejveétsi
pozitivum, jez se tu nabizi. Stejné¢ jako pro socidlni praci, zistava i pro uméni toto téma
otevienou vyzvou.
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SENIORS WHO CAN’'T GOOGLE ARE EXTINCT ANYWAY...
ON AGING, DEMENTIA AND CAREGIVING IN ART

With the increasing life expectancy without a significant increase in health quality, the number of
seniors in the population requiring special care due to incapacity following neurodegenerative diseases
and the demands on home and institutional care for these persons are increasing as well. What was
once an individual family concern has become a major societal challenge. The implications of this
issue and the experience of families caring for a senior patient have recently been increasingly
reflected in the arts. In this paper, the focus is primarily on recent works of fiction and film from the
Czech context (Urban: Dr. Alz, Vlasékova: Téla, Slavik: Tancuj Matyldo); other culturally related
works are referred to for comparison. In the enquiry, social contexts and subjects that the artworks
represent are examined; we distinguish between those focused on the patient and those tracking the
changes in the family, whether they remain in the private sphere or include aspects of institutional
care, whether they use the perspective of the patient or the caregiver; and what effects these practices
achieve, i.e., how they can contribute to awareness and reflection of the issue and its social processing.

SENIOREN, DIE NICHT IM INTERNET SUCHEN KONNEN, SIND SOWIESO AUSGESTORBEN ...
UBER ALTWERDEN, DEMENTIA UND PFLEGE IN DER KUNST

Mit der heranwachsenden Lebenserwartung ohne nennenswerten Anstieg der Jahre in Gesundheit und
mit der Anzahl der Senioren in der Bevodlkerung, die aufgrund von Behinderungen infolge
neurodegenerativer Erkrankungen besondere Pflege bendétigen, steigen die Anforderungen an die
hiusliche und institutionelle Pflege dieser Personen. Was frilher eine individuelle
Familienangelegenheit war, ist zu einer groBen gesellschaftlichen Herausforderung geworden. Der
Kontext dieser Problematik und die Erfahrungen der Familien dlterer Menschen werden in letzter Zeit
Ofters in der Kunst aufgegriffen. In diesem Beitrag werden wir uns auf neuere literarische und
filmische Werke aus dem tschechischen Kontext konzentrieren (Urban: Dr. Alz, Vlasdkova: Téla,
Slavik: Tancuj Matyldo) und sie in Zusammenhang mit anderen kulturell nahestehenden Werke
bringen. Es wird untersucht, welche sozialen Kontexte und Subjekte die Kunstwerke thematisieren; ob
sie sich mehr auf die kranke Person oder auf die Verdnderungen in der Familie konzentrieren; ob sie
im privaten Bereich bleiben oder Aspekte der institutionellen Pflege einbeziehen; ob sie die
Perspektive des Kranken oder des Pflegers einfilhren; und welche Wirkungen diese Verfahren
erzielen, d. h. inwieweit sie zum Bewusstsein und Reflexion des Problems sowie dessen sozialer
Verarbeitung beitragen konnen.

SENIORZY, KTORZY NIE POTRAFI4 GOOGLOWAC, I TAK JUZ WYGINELIL...
O STARZENIU SIE, DEMENCIJI I OPIECE NAD OSOBAMI STARSZYMI

Wraz z wydluzajacym si¢ wiekiem zycia bez znaczacego wzrostu oczekiwanej dtugosci zycia oraz
wielko$cig populacji seniorow, ktorzy wymagaja specjalnej opieki ze wzgledu na niesamodzielnosé
wynikajaca z choréb neurodegeneracyjnych, rosng rowniez wymagania dotyczace opieki domowe;j
i instytucjonalnej dla tych oséb. To, co kiedy$ byto indywidualnym problemem rodzinnym, staje si¢
powaznym wyzwaniem spolecznym. Kontekst tego problemu i do$wiadczenia rodzin starszych
schorowanych 0sob sa coraz czgéciej odzwierciedlane w sztuce. W tym artykule skupimy sie¢ przede
wszystkim na nowszych utworach literackich i filmowych z czeskiej krajowej produkcji (Milos§ Urban:
Dr. Alz, Klara Vlasdkova: Teéla, Petr Slavik: Tancuj Matyldo), a dla poréwnania odniesiemy si¢
rowniez do innych dziet bliskich kulturowo. W interpretacji przygladamy sig, jakie konteksty
spoleczne i tematy poruszaja wskazane powyzej utwory; czy koncentruja si¢ bardziej na osobie chorej,
czy na zmianach w rodzinie; czy pozostaja w sferze prywatnej, czy obejmuja rowniez aspekty opieki
instytucjonalnej; czy wykorzystuja perspektywe osoby chorej, czy opiekuna; oraz jakie efekty w ten
sposob uzyskuja, tj. w jaki sposdb moga przyczynic si¢ do propagowania $wiadomosci o problemie,
jego spolecznej refleksji oraz przyswojenia.
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Abstract

Humans are associated with varied decision-making skills in their daily lives. These involve a
range of metacognitive abilities that primarily focus on being aware consciously or
unconsciously while engaging in a particular action. In a given societal condition, finance
plays a crucial role in understanding socio-economic and emotional factors. The article aims
to understand the fundamental aspects of decision-making skills across adulthood within the
crossroads of understanding the elements of finance, cognitive abilities, behavioral responses,
and beliefs while executing an action. Lastly, the article is an ongoing thesis and will be
continuing with research which will eventually be supported by data collection, thus helping
us understand human behavioral system.
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Introduction

Humans are embodied with an intrinsic conditioning of conscious self, where we inherently
recognize responsibility for our actions and choices (Nambiar, 2024). These actions are
deliberated through decisions equipped with mental cognition and behavioral processes.
Mental cognition enables varied roles such as being aware, reasonable, attentive, subject to
mindfulness, and able to perceive the sound nature of an environment. Similarly, the term
consciousness can also be comprehended with varied expressions.

“Consciousness encompasses both-attention and awareness. Awareness is the
background radar of consciousness while attention is the process of focusing
conscious awareness.” (Brown & Ryan, 2003, p. 822)

Decision-making is a complex mental function influenced by distinct cognitive skills and
physiological adaptation. Humans engage in a myriad of decisions that shape our lives.
Changing an initial decision in the new or potentially conflicting information phase is
fundamental to adaptive behavior. Our cognitive ability, decision engagement, judgment, and
choice are processed mentally, and it is here where we build our actions in society (Fischhoff
& Broomell, 2020).

Human decision-making skills can be observed in different facets of our lives. These facets
involve social, economic, political, and emotional factors (Nambiar, 2024). We encounter
them daily; a few simple ones choose a particular route while driving for work, invest in the
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stock market, finalize a housing lease, move to another city for work, prioritize family over
work, or take a career break. Socio-economic factors involve income, education, housing,
employment, and community safety. It is interesting to see how individuals engage in
conscious or unconscious decisions involving these factors, which are the core impediments
of our society. However, intricacies are involved when crises, such as financial exploitation,
scams, or fraudulent means, are practiced. Along these components, we encounter a series of
metacognitive impairments such as cognitive decline and confirmation bias, which act as
precedence in socio-economic factors, thus highlighting the decision skill of an individual.
Concerning the instances mentioned above, we can affirm that each one of them stirs
emotional quotient in humans even though these are materialized from economic and social
situations.

“When making a decision in a socio-economic scenario, the incidental emotional
state of a person influences the decision one will make, and this, in turn, gives rise
to the integral emotional state of the person.” (Ahmed et al., 2023, p. 1)

The rich literature on cognitive science highlights the age difference and decision ability
varying from older to younger adults. The accounted reason is slower cognitive ability as an
individual gets older; hence, compromising their decision-making skills. This article presents
an ongoing doctoral thesis that focuses on the valuable insights gained from data collection,
emphasizing the importance of human socio-economic and emotional decision making.

1 Research Objective

The article aims to identify possible differences in decision-making between older and
younger adults and to understand the influence of socio-economic and emotional factors.
Additionally, it seeks to bridge the gap between consciousness and socio-economic and
emotional decision making (Nambiar, 2024). It adds as a tool to understand the materialistic
value, i.e., the core statures in our society and human inclination while deciding upon a
situation. Further, it would focus only on financial exploitation and scam susceptibility, which
stands as the core crisis in today s world and impugning societal differences. The feature of
financial exploitation will also indicate the high and low impact, which correlates with
cognitive decline (Rami et al., 2014) as humans age.

The aim here is to answer the following questions: Is financial exploitation associated with
more conscious or unconscious decision-making among older adults? Second, is there a
higher risk of financial exploitation across adulthood when unconscious emotional decision-
making is involved? Does cognitive decline play an essential role in an individual’s economic
decision making? Lastly, why is age a significant factor in conscious and unconscious
decision making?

Fundamentally, the article emphasizes each section by explaining the importance of decision-
making, the socio-economic platform that dictates an individual’s decision skill in society,
and the exciting addition of consciousness while engaged in an action. On this note, the article
will be supported by an essential element, and eventually, it will strive to answer the
abovementioned questions. The element will be presented in the form of an online survey-
based experiment that incorporates the facets, i.e., socio-economic and emotional decision-
making of an individual. It will be supported by data acquired from the survey experiment,
which is currently in data collection and will be an active part of a doctoral thesis shortly.

2 Interpreting Human Decision Making and System Analysis

Decision making is an essential stage in human information processing. During this phase,
individuals actively gather, organize, and synthesize information from diverse sources, which



helps them make informed and validated choices (Nambiar, 2024). People frequently make
decisions based on what they believe they ought to do rather than what truly resonates with
their preferences (Kahneman, 2012). According to Kahneman individual choices often
diverge from their genuine preferences. This observation prompts a deeper examination of the
cognitive and emotional factors, urging us to consider how these influences can lead us to act
in ways that may not truly reflect our desires or values. Primarily, Kahneman (2012)
introduces the famous analogy of system analysis.

The system analysis (Kahneman, 2012) emphasizes System 1 as fast (unconscious) and
System 2 as slow thinking (conscious). It is often implied that humans make decisions and
judgments through automatic or reflective processes (Quadt et al., 2022); both work well for
us. For instance, in a daily scenario, how can we remember routes to our workplace from
home and vice versa? Or comprehend a mathematical expression of /8 - /5. Here, we
acknowledge the muscle memory humans have adopted in their everyday lives (Nambiar,
2024), hence internalizing and executing a series of complex inferences and making quick
affirmative judgments (Brust-Renck et al.,, 2021). The attributes of System 1 include
automatic and quick operation with little or no effort, and it lacks voluntary control.
Simultaneously, System 2 handles challenging mental tasks requiring complex computations.
It is also associated with the experience of agency, choice, and concentration (Kahneman,
2012).

“Kahneman’s decision-making model presents the human brain as an efficient
information-processing medium. Concerning the above-posed question, system
one is immediately activated on remembering the route to our workplace or
switching indicators to turn left or right. On the other hand, for the mathematical
questions, System 2 takes the lead.” (Nambiar, 2024, p. 301)

The decision-making approach mentioned by Kahneman enhances our behavioral outcome,
which has been eloquently pointed out in his work. However, it is the researcher's inquisitive
position to ponder the possible correlation of system analysis with socio-economic and
emotional factors. A few questions we might stumble upon when discussing socio-economic
axioms are: How do situations related to finance influence our decisions? If so, how can we
determine their influences in our daily activities? Are we aware of these influences, and are
they detrimental to our well-being? The answer to each one of them consists of financial
axioms and the emotional inclination of humans, depending on their age, which impacts our
well-being.

In a given society, humans are entrenched in varied social and economic conditions, one of
which is finance, which holds a key position. Our society is divided into economic and class
differences, instilling emotions such as vulnerability, jealousy, anger, resentment, and so on
(Nambiar, 2024). The reasons are- our deep desire to belong, fear of deviation, information
asymmetry, reinforcement through social validation, and peer pressure. Each one of them are
associated with psychological settings. Starting with our deep desire to belong (Baumeister &
Leary, 2007). It is observed that humans tend to make financial choices based on their desire
to fit within social groups. It inherently leads to spending on items that we cannot afford.
Second, fear of deviation involves our legitimate fear of being different. It involves our social
circle and self-judgment of carrying oneself. Further, this fear raises the concern of
discouraging us from making unconventional financial decisions. Third, information
asymmetry states the importance of a lack of financial knowledge, which may lead to reliance
on social networks, hence being misled without proper research. This ignites the feeling of
helplessness and ego (Nambiar, 2024). Lastly, it is reinforcement through social validation.
Sometimes, we may get positive feedback for certain financial behaviors, which motivates us
to move ahead, even if that step is not wise (Mannion, 2024). With reference to previous



point, individuals often wish to equate with their peers, resulting in non-essential spending
thus, leading to instability and financial stress. These co-factors are essential in
acknowledging the structural differences bound in our society.

3 Age and Emotion-Based Decision Making

Age is principal to emotional financial decision-making. Research indicates that individuals
above 60 have distinct decision-making styles thus indicating cognitive decline as compared
to younger adults. One of the many pressing reasons involved is memory, specifically
episodic memory, and old age, both well-established grounds in literature and scientific
studies (Nambiar, 2024). Recognizing these differences can enhance understanding and
improve financial strategies tailored to various age groups.

“The link of older age and financial literacy, concludes that a robust relationship
exists between age and financial sophistication.” (Lusardi, 2012, p. 26)

Fundamentally, older individuals exhibit lower literacy due to longstanding influences such as
limited education or worldly knowledge. Hence, financial fraud, exploitation, inconsistency in
valuing the asset are prime causal outcomes of emotional decision making (Nambiar, 2024).

“Age differences in capacities (e.g., financial literacy and cognitive ability) and
outlooks (e.g., motivations, emotional states, and confidence) can combine to
affect both deliberative and intuitive decision-making processes.” (Chomik et al.,
2022, p. 23)

It is observed that cognitive impairment inequity influences overall social welfare. Higher
socio-economic groups have more advantages regarding healthcare, living conditions, and
access to worldly knowledge than lower economic groups (McMaughan et al., 2020).

The financial exploitation and scam rate is reported through the systems of telemarketing and
other forms of internet portal that targets older adults. Scams can be emotionally challenging
for seniors, who hold the “major sum of the nation’s wealth” (Souare & Lloyd, 2008, p. 14).

“Older persons who are victimized lose assets accumulated over a lifetime and
have limited opportunities to recover from financial losses due to less employment
options, retirement, physical or cognitive disabilities.” (Dessin, 2000; James et
al., 2014, p. 108)

Being a financial victim thereby results in a loss of independence and security. Additionally,
as mentioned above, cognitive decline and memory loss are added reasons for older adults to
be prime victims.

“Seniors are commonly perceived as cognitively vulnerable, sedentary due to
physical disabilities (and thus generally at home to receive telemarketing phone
calls), naively trusting, socially isolated, and unsophisticated about financial
matters.” (James et al., 2014, p. 108)

Studies on this forum elevate our understanding of societal implications and the decision style
about a particular age set. A wide range of survey-based experiments have thereby observed
and published their results, highlighting adults with their cognitive ability, functional status,
psychosocial factors such as social isolation, and literacy were associated with susceptibility
to scams.



4 Understanding the Impact of Emotional Decision Making on Socio-Economic
Factors

It is often understood that the economic status of an individual in a society tends to
substantially impact emotional and physical being. Instances such as financial scams, debt,
societal or class differences, and choosing to move cities for better economic possibilities are
a few occasions that stir emotional quotient in humans. There are series and themes to
understand how emotions are processed within varied scenarios. Among many decision
science scholars, Jennifer Lerner’s work on human behavior (Lerner et al., 2015) highlights
essential characteristics. Emotion knowledge and regulation reflect an understanding of the
causes and consequences. Emotion regulation refers to the strategies that influence emotions’
intensity, timing, and expression (Lerner et al., 2015).

According to Lerner, emotional regulation can be categorized into integral, incidental, and
immediate emotion. Starting with, integral emotions: Integral emotions stem from personal
judgments and significantly impact decision making. For instance, someone feeling anxious
about a risky decision might choose a safer alternative (Nambiar, 2024). These emotions can
influence decisions at both conscious and unconscious levels. Incidental emotions are often
subconscious and are shaped by previous experiences, affecting future choices. For example,
frustration with one’s lifestyle could lead to resentment, especially when engaging in
activities one tries to avoid, like unhealthy eating, which could then impact the continuation
of healthy habits. Lastly, immediate emotions; these are rapid emotional responses that arise
when reacting quickly to a situation (Lerner et al., 2015; Nambiar, 2024).

In addition, upcoming research has also highlighted the importance of practical, deliberative,
and emotional processes in decision-making. Information in decision-making is processed
using two different modes of thinking: affective/experiential and deliberative. These decision
processes are acquired from the lessons of Kahneman’s system analysis. Therefore, the
interplay between these two processes is fundamental to older and adult decisions. This
interplay can be strategically used not only to understand theoretical means but also to adopt
its design methods, which can be imperative to improving the decision-making styles of
adults and older individuals, for instance, financial or medical treatment decisions.

Older adults process information less quickly than younger adults (Salthouse, 1990), and their
deliberative abilities may need to be improved due to less efficient processing of perceived
information. Aging is accompanied by cognitive decline and an increase in the ability to
inhibit false and irrelevant information in the efficiency of controlled processing mechanisms.
It 1s associated with deliberation, thus affecting explicit learning and memory. Second, the
processing and use of affective knowledge in both routine (brushing, having coffee/tea) and
non-routine decisions (picking up the newspaper from the store, fixing broken pipes
decisions) may become more critical with age, reflecting aging-related changes in social goals
(Salthouse, 2006). Third, experience in using practical knowledge grows as people age, so
they may become adept at its use and eventually rely on it. These propositions suggest that as
people age, they rely on affect or more deliberative abilities that require more significant
conscious effort or do not help meet social goals. This shift may reflect an adaptive response
to age-related changes in cognitive skills, life experiences, or processing goals that promote
well-being. If aging influences affective or deliberative information processing, older adults
are especially susceptible to various biases and potentially vulnerable to scams and deceptive
advertising. However, another subject of interest in the study of judgment and decision
making is the extent to which changes in these processes might improve decision-making later
in life and moderate biases in judgment. Lastly, evidence suggests that older adults may be
less consciously aware of factors that influence their judgments and decisions compared with
younger adults. They are also less accurate in estimating absolute numeric frequencies,



overconfident in their judgments, and less able than younger adults to control the impact of
automatic processing on their judgments (Peters et al., 2007).

In light of the given inferences, the thesis questions acknowledge and strive to find evidence
on the essential factors surrounding socio-economic decision-making in society. Additionally,
the motive of delving deeper into individuals’ cognitive facets brings out a layer of learning
more about mind and body. The next section unfolds an empirical approach by adopting a set
of established psychology scales and strives to implement fascinating results conducted on
humans.

5 Methodology

The thesis will incorporate an online survey-based experiment. The demographics involved
will be participants ranging from the age group 30 and above, with no exclusions on the
profession. However, the study lays strict ground on participants being native English
speakers. Hence, the data is acquired from participants residing in the U.S. metropolitan area.
The participant data will be acquired from the diversity of race and ethnicity, and data related
to socio-economic status will also be collected.

Primarily, the study is designed to understand conscious and unconscious skills across various
scenarios in adulthood. It will be operationalized by adopting five established psychology
scales. These questionnaires will assess attention, awareness, emotional responses, belief
systems, and an individual’s susceptibility to scams in socio-economic scenarios and other
decision-making processes. Thus, fortifying the essence of this thesis, the study will be
housed by Qualtrics, an efficient survey tool for building and distributing surveys, collecting
responses, and customizing surveys.

The first scale is the awareness scale (Baer et al., 2006), which will be used to understand
consciousness. Philosophy literature supports and understands consciousness studies as
aspects of mindfulness, awareness, and attention (Brown & Ryan, 2003). The awareness scale
is a validated measure of mindfulness, a crucial aspect of consciousness. It will be executed to
assess the participants’ level of mindfulness during the decision-making process. Second,
socio-economic variables will be operationalized through a Financial Exploitation
Vulnerability Scale (FEVS) (Campbell & Lichtenberg, 2020) and the scam suppressibility
scale (FINRA, 2024). The scam scale will build on our understanding of exploitation and
fraudulent means practiced across adults. Further, the items of the FEVS were drawn from the
Lichtenberg Financial Decision-Making Rating Scale (LFDRS) (Lichtenberg et al., 2018),
which assesses the decision-making process around a real-world financial transaction. This
scale is multifactorial and equipped to assess psychosocial and emotional changes that occur
in adulthood. Socio-emotional selectivity theory proposes that older adults increasingly
prioritize emotionally meaningful goals and attend more to positive emotional experiences
than negative ones (Carstensen et al., 2006). Third, the emotional factor will be accessed
through an emotion-based decision-making scale (Barchard, 2001). It measures a person’s
ability or tendency to rely upon emotions and gut reactions while deciding. Lastly, the
confirmation bias scale will be assessed (Rassin, 2008). This scale assesses the human
tendency to search, interpret, or recall prior information that confirms or supports one’s prior
beliefs or values. The data procured from this study will be analyzed and tested using Poisson
regression. It is a generalized linear model form of regression used to model data and
contingency tables. The expectant result is to show higher and lower levels (difference) of
conscious or unconscious decision making (awareness scale) across adulthood. Additionally,
it will indicate the degree of influence financial exploitation, scams, personal beliefs, and
emotional factors have on participants while deciding upon a situation. Finally, the study will
incorporate exploratory analysis, which includes a confirmation bias scale. This technique



will help us reveal data beyond hypothesis testing and better understand the data set and
variables, thus indicating a possible relationship between them.

Currently, the survey is in the process of data collection. We expect approximately 600
responses. As mentioned above, an intense analysis will be carried out after the collection.
The ideal timeline for collecting the responses will be 3-4 weeks, which covers the agenda of
this study. In the end, the research is still being conducted and in an active form of the above
mentioned status (Nambiar, 2024).

Ultimately, the study adopts a novel route to discern the fundamentals present in our society.
It adds varied scope to learning about human cognitive tendencies and behavioral responses
while engaging in social and economic conditions. Lastly, the researcher envisions an active
collaboration between psychology and philosophy, thus encouraging many scholars to
develop innovative and groundbreaking techniques.

Conclusion

Humans are embedded in this world in an ongoing process of action-perception cycle, which
continuously interacts with our environment. The thesis sets its agenda to find a cumulative
interest in understanding the crucial elements of our society and unraveling philosophical
theories in the form of an experimental setup. It also encourages the study of human capacity
while dealing with the socio-economic crisis and their emotional quotient when a vulnerable
situation emerges. The significance of this research would be a fundamental understanding of
the functioning of consciousness, which will create a linear thought about how consciously or
unconsciously decision-making is enacted among the broader cross-sections of people. The
success of this study and research will be a turning point in exploring decision science and
encouraging many more additions to the field of neuro-philosophy.
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VEDOMI A ROZHODOVANI: ANALYZA BEHAVIORALNICH POSTOJU V DOSPELOSTI
NA SOCIOEKONOMICKE PLATFORME

Lidé jsou ve svém kazdodennim zivoté spojeni s riznorodymi rozhodovacimi dovednostmi.
Ty zahrnuji fadu metakognitivnich schopnosti, které se zamétuji predevSim na védomé ¢i
nevédomé uvédomovani si provadéni urcité ¢innosti. V danych spolecenskych podminkach
hraji finance zasadni roli pi1 pochopeni socioekonomickych a emocionalnich faktort. Cilem
¢lanku je pochopit zdkladni aspekty rozhodovacich dovednosti v dospé€losti v ramci praseciku
porozumeéni prvkim financi, kognitivnich schopnosti, behavioralnich reakci a presvédceni pii
provadéni uréité ¢innosti. Clanek je priib&Znou praci a bude v zavéru podpofen sbérem dat, a
vyjadii naSe chapani clovéka z hlediska socioekonomickych a emocionalnich faktort.

BEWUSSTSEIN UND ENTSCHEIDUNG: ANALYSE BEHAVIORISTISCHER HALTUNGEN
IM ERWACHSENENALTER AUF EINER SOZIOOKONOMISCHEN PLATTFORM

Die Menschen sind in ihrem Alltagsleben mit verschiedenartigen Entscheidungsfertigkeiten
behaftet. Diese umfassen eine Reihe von metakognitiven Féahigkeiten, welche vor allem auf
das bewusste oder unbewusste Bewusstwerden einer bestimmten Tétigkeit ausgerichtet sind.
In den gegebenen gesellschaftlichen Bedingungen spielen die Finanzen beim Begreifen
sozioOkonomischer und emotionaler Faktoren eine grundsitzliche Rolle. Das Ziel dieses
Artikels besteht im Begreifen der grundlegenden Aspekte der Entscheidungsfertigkeiten im
Erwachsenenalter im Rahmen des Schnittpunktes des Verstehens von Finanzelementen,
kognitiver Fihigkeiten, behavioristischer Reaktionen und der Uberzeugung bei der
Durchfiihrung einer bestimmten Tatigkeit. Der Artikel ist Teil eines linger andauernden
Projektes und wird im Abschluss von einer Datensammlung unterstiitzt. Er driickt unser
Verstidndnis des Menschen aus dem Blickwinkel soziookonomischer und emotionaler
Faktoren aus.

SWIADOMOSC I PODEJIMOWANIE DECYZJI: ANALIZA POSTAW BEHAWIORALNYCH
W DOROSEYM ZYCIU NA PLATFORMIE SPOLECZNO-EKONOMICZNE]

W swoim codziennym zyciu ludzie sg zwigzani z réznymi umiej¢tnosciami podejmowania
decyzji. Obejmujg one szereg umiejetnosci metapoznawczych, ktore skupiajg si¢ przede
wszystkim na §wiadomej lub nie§wiadomej §wiadomosci wykonywania pewnej czynnosci.
W danych warunkach spotecznych finanse odgrywaja istotng role¢ w zrozumieniu czynnikdéw
spoteczno-ekonomicznych 1 emocjonalnych. Celem niniejszego artykutu jest zrozumienie
podstawowych aspektdow umiejetnosci podejmowania decyzji w wieku dorostym
w kontek§cie zrozumienia elementow finanséw, zdolno$ci poznawczych, reakcji
behawioralnych 1 przekonan podczas wykonywania pewnej czynnosci. Artykul jest
elementem cigglej pracy 1 ostatecznie zostanie poparty zgromadzeniem danych, wyrazajac
nasze zrozumienie czlowieka pod wzgledem czynnikow spoteczno-ekonomicznych
1 emocjonalnych.
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Abstract

Dieser Artikel tberpriift, ob und inwiefern sich die polnische Sprache in ein Modell
integrieren ldsst, das auf Basis von germanischen Sprachen erstellt wurde. Das Modell
beschiftigt sich mit der Einteilung und Verwendung reflexiver Verben und Pronomina. Neben
einigen Ubereinstimmungen zwischen den Sprachen und Sprachfamilien sind besonders auch
die Phinomene von Interesse, bei denen Unstimmigkeit herrscht. Das Polnische verfiigt dabei
iiber Verwendungsarten, die im Modell wegen Nichtexistenz in den urspriinglichen
Untersuchungssprachen nicht beachtet wurden. Dazu gehort die Verwendungsart reflexiver
Verben als Lizenzgeber von Nullobjekten. Unter Lizenzgebern sind sprachliche
Elemente/Konstruktionen zu verstehen, die das Auftreten anderer sprachlicher Elemente
ermoglichen. Hier lizenzieren bzw. ermoglichen reflexive Verben des Polnischen das
Auftreten von Nullobjekten, was bedeutet, dass Nullobjekte im Zusammenspiel mit reflexiven
Verben eine wohlgeformte Konstruktion ergeben.

Keywords

Reflexive verbs; Reflexive pronouns; Polish; Germanic Languages; Semantics.

Einleitung

Reflexive Verben haben trotz ihrer Bezeichnung nicht in allen Féllen eine reflexive
Bedeutung. Dieses Phdnomen, dass das Reflexivpronomen sich also nicht auf das Subjekt
riickbezieht, kann in vielen Sprachen verschiedener Sprachfamilien beobachtet werden. !

Auch die polnische Sprache, die in der vorliegenden Arbeit den Hauptgegenstand der Analyse
bildet, verfiigt iiber solche Konstruktionen mit reflexiven Verben. Diese Verben verhalten
sich entweder nur in formaler Hinsicht reflexiv oder verfiigen ausschlieflich iiber eine nicht-
reflexive Bedeutung. Formal reflexive Verben treten z.B. dann auf, wenn das enklitische
Reflexivum ein aus Kasusgriinden vorhandenes, aber lexikalisch leeres® externes’

! Vgl. die Analysen enklitischer Reflexiva als defektive Indefinitpronomina in slawischen Sprachen (Rivero &
Sheppard, 2003), die Uberlegungen zu den semantisch-syntaktischen Besonderheiten in der Verwendung
reflexiver Verben in germanischen Sprachen (Oya, 2010) sowie zu den sogenannten ,Reflexiva anéomala‘ in
romanischen Sprachen (Yoshida, 1986).

2 Vgl. die semantische Bedeutungslosigkeit bei Oya am Beispiel von inhirent reflexiven Verben (Oya, 2010:
240).

© 2024 Author(s). This work is distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution-4.0 license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/).
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Verbargument realisiert. Die Verwendung reflexiver Verben ohne reflexive Bedeutung ist bei
Enklitika zu beobachten, die als Nullobjekte analysiert werden kdnnen, vgl. (Butat, 2004).

Unser Aufsatz ist wie folgt strukturiert. Zunéchst besprechen wir die Klassifikation reflexiver
Verben von Oya (2010) und die von ihm hinsichtlich der Argumentstruktur eingeteilten
Klassen. Danach widmen wir uns dem System reflexiver Verben im Polnischen und
versuchen, die von Oya vorgeschlagenen Kategorien auf das Polnische zu iibertragen. Zudem
soll bereits hier erwdhnt werden, dass reflexive Verben des Polnischen auch iiber Funktionen
verfiigen, die in Oyas Modell nicht vorkommen. Hier stellt sich die Frage, ob sich auch diese
Funktionen in das Modell integrieren lassen. Besondere Beachtung verdient dabei die
Funktion reflexiver Verben als Lizenzgeber der Nullobjekte, die wir in Anlehnung an Butat
(2004) erkliaren werden. Im Ausblick sollen weitere Forschungsmdglichkeiten auf dem Gebiet
der reflexiven Verben des Polnischen und im Sprachvergleich dargestellt werden.

1 Die Klassifikation reflexiver Verben nach Oya (2010)

Laut Oya (2010) konnen im Deutschen die reflexiven Verben beziiglich ihrer
Argumentstruktur in drei Typen eingeteilt werden: die Verben, die sowohl ein externes als
auch ein internes Argument haben, solche, die nur iiber ein externes Argument verfiigen,
sowie die Verben mit ausschlielich einem internen Argument. Oya stiitzt sich dabei auf die
Erkenntnisse von Reinhart & Siloni (2005) und zeigt auf, dass das Subjekt eines (schwachen)
reflexiven Verbs* einem externen oder internen Argument entsprechen kann, letzteres jedoch
nur im Falle einer Reduktion des externen Arguments. Im Gegensatz zu Reinhart & Siloni
(2005) geht er allerdings davon aus, dass die reflexiv verwendeten sog. Grooming-Verben, die
auf Tétigkeiten rund um die Korperpflege referieren (wie waschen, rasieren), semantisch
transitiv sind, da das Reflexivum mit der Thetarolle eines Proto-Patiens versehen ist, vgl.
(Dowty, 1991), und ein internes Argument realisiert. Dahingegen entspricht das Subjekt eines
Grooming-Verbs dem Agens und ist demzufolge als externes Argument zu analysieren.’
Evidenz dafiir liefert u. a. die Passivierbarkeit im Deutschen von Sétzen mit Grooming-
Verben, vgl. (Oya, 2010: 231). Die drei etablierten Haupttypen reflexiver Verben inklusive
ithrer Untergruppen sind die folgenden:

Typ 1: Subjekt = externes Argument; sich = internes Argument mit der thematischen Rolle
eines Proto-Patiens®, vgl. (Oya, 2010: 227).

Introvertierte Verben (Grooming-Verben): subjekt-orientierte Handlungen:

3 Wir verwenden die Begriffe ,externes‘ und ,internes‘ Argument im Sinne von Steinbach (2002): Der SpezVP
ist demnach an das erste, externe Argument gebunden und die Komplementposition der V° an ein internes
Argument. Bei transitiven Verben, deren Argumente in der kanonischen Stellung auftreten, ist das externe
Argument das Subjekt (im Polnischen und im Deutschen als NPnom mit der Agensrolle realisiert) und das
interne Argument das Objekt (als NP mit der Patiensrolle realisiert).

4 Schwache Reflexiva bestehen oft aus einer Kurzform eines Reflexivpronomens (im Polnischen das enklitische
Reflexivum sig). Diese Kurzform zéhlt als schwach, da sie unter anderem weder betont noch topikalisiert (vor
das finite Verb geschoben) werden kann. Starke Reflexiva hingegen kdnnen sowohl betont als auch
topikalisiert werden (im Polnischen das Reflexivum siebie). Versprachlicht werden sie haufig mittels einer
langeren Form. In den Sprachen, die zwischen den zwei Typen der Reflexivpronomina unterscheiden, kommt
die schwache reflexive Form normalerweise im Kontext von introvertierten Verben wie waschen, rasieren vor.
Im Falle von extrovertierten Verben wie hassen, schlagen wird hingegen die starke Form gewéhlt, vgl. (Oya,
2010: 229). Im Gegensatz etwa zum Niederldndischen wird im Deutschen und teilweise auch im Polnischen
dieselbe Form fiir beide Lesarten verwendet.

5 Dieser Ansatz steht im Gegensatz zur Annahme von Kaufimann (2002), die das Subjekt eines Grooming-Verbs
als (kontrollierendes) Patiens betrachtet.

°® Wie dieses Ergebnis zustande gekommen ist, werden wir bei der Analyse eines polnischen Aquivalentsatzes
zeigen.



(1) Jan wusch / rasierte *(sich)’.
Extrovertierte Verben: typischerweise objekt-orientierte Handlungen:
(2) Egon hasst / schldgt *(sich).
Typ 2: Subjekt = externes Argument; sich = semantisch leer, vgl. (Oya, 2010: 240)
Psychverben:
(3) Markus freut / wundert / drgert *(sich).
Inhdrent reflexive Verben: keiner libergeordneten semantischen Klasse zugehorig:
(4) Klara beeilt *(sich).
(5) Eva benimmt *(sich) gut.
Korperhaltungverdnderungs-Verben / Change in body posture-Verben:
(6) Michael legte / setzte *(sich) hin.

Nicht-Translationalbewegungsverben / Nontranslational motion-Verben, vgl. (Oya, 2010:
245):
(7) Paul drehte / verbeugte *(sich).

Typ 3: Subjekt = internes Argument; sich = semantisch leer — Suppression des externen
Arguments, vgl. (Oya, 2010: 244)

Inhirent reflexive Verben:

(8) Jan erkdltete *(sich).

(9) In Hamburg ereignete *(sich) ein Unfall.
Mediumverben:

(10) Die Tiir 6ffnet *(sich).

(11) Das Buch verkauft *(sich) gut.

Aufgrund obiger Klassifikation und distributioneller Gemeinsamkeiten zwischen Deutsch,
Niederlidndisch und Englisch schldgt Oya folgendes Modell vor. Auf Niederldndisch und
Englisch gehen wir aus Platzgriinden nicht weiter ein.

Sprachen, die die Verdnderung von Korperhaltungen durch reflexive Verben realisieren,
gehen so auch bei Nicht-Translationalbewegungen und Grooming-Tétigkeiten vor. Darliber
hinaus gilt, dass im Falle der Existenz eines Reflexivums in Konstruktionen mit nur einem
internen Argument dieses beim Einsatz von Korperhaltungverdnderungs-Verben automatisch
genutzt wird, siehe (Oya, 2010: 249). Im Folgenden soll untersucht werden, inwieweit dieses
Muster auch auf das Polnische zutrifft.

7 Diese Notation bedeutet, dass das Pronomen nicht weggelassen werden kann.



Tab. 1: Die Distribution der schwachen reflexiven Verben

Grooming- Nicht- Verinderung Suppresion
Titigkeit | Translationalbewegung der des externen
Korperhaltung | Arguments
Deutsch sich sich sich sich
Niederléindisch zich (zich) */zich *
Englisch ,invisible * * [o]
reflexive*
Polnisch ? ? ? ?

Quelle: In Anlehnung an (Oya, 2010: 249); Polnisch wird bei Oya nicht berticksichtigt.
2 Reflexive Verben im Polnischen

2.1 Das enklitische Morphem si¢

Der Gegenstand unserer Analyse ist das Morphem sig. Synchron ist dieses in verschiedenen
verbalen Konstruktionen des Polnischen anwendbar, diachron als enklitische Akkusativform
des Reflexivpronomens siebie zu betrachten (Rothstein, 1970: 194).

Der nachfolgenden Tabelle 2 ist die paradigmatische Distribution der Reflexivpronomina im
deutsch-polnischen Vergleich zu entnehmen. Die Abbildung zeigt, dass die Formen der
Reflexivpronomina des Polnischen im Gegensatz zu denen des Deutschen nur nach Kasus und
nicht auch nach Person und Numerus unterschieden werden, sich also durch einen starken
Synkretismus auszeichnen. Diese Arbeit konzentriert sich auf die enklitische Akkusativform

sie.

Tab. 2: Ubersicht iiber die Paradigmen der Reflexivpronomina im Deutschen und

Polnischen
Deutsch Polnisch
Akkusativ | Dativ | Akkusativ | Dativ
1. Pers. Sg. | mich mir | sie, siebie | sobie
2. Pers. Sg. | dich dir sie, siebie | sobie
3. Pers. Sg. | sich sich | sie, siebie | sobie
1. Pers. PL. | uns uns sie, siebie | sobie
2. Pers. Pl. | euch euch | sie, siebie | sobie
3. Pers. PL. | sich sich | sie, siebie | sobie
Quelle: Eigenes Werk
2.2 Die reflexiven Verben des Polnischen in Oyas Modell

Im Folgenden erstellen wir eine Klassifikation reflexiver Verben des Polnischen in
Anlehnung an Oya (2010). Wir wenden zur besseren Vergleichbarkeit die Herangehensweise
aus Kapitel 1 bei den zu analysierenden Beispielen an und beschrinken uns dabei auf die
semantischen Verbgruppen, wie sie in Tabelle 1 beschrieben sind.

Typ 1: Subjekt = externes Argument; si¢ = internes Argument (Proto-Patiens)
Introvertierte Verben (Grooming-Verben):
(12) Jan *(sie) goli / myje.
Jan REFL rasieren.3.SG.IND.AKT.PRAS / waschen.3.SG.IND.AKT.PRAS

,Jan rasiert / wascht sich.*



Im Polnischen verlangen die Grooming-Verben Reflexivkonstruktionen. Die Interpretation
eines Reflexivpronomens als Proto-Patiens, die (Oya, 2010: 232) fiir die Reflexiva bei der
sprachlichen Realisierung von Grooming-Tétigkeiten im Deutschen, Englischen und
Niederldndischen annimmt, trifft auch auf das Polnische zu. Dafiir sprechen u. a. folgende
Beobachtungen.

Zunichst ist das Reflexivpronomen mit dem Adverb czesciowo ,teilweise® semantisch
kompatibel, was auf den Bezug des Reflexivums auf ein bestimmtes Objekt (hier: ein
Korperteil) und damit auf seine Referenzfiahigkeit und semantische Sattigung hindeutet.

(13) Ona *(sie) tylko  czesciowo umylta.
sie REFL nur teilweise waschen.3.SG.IND.AKT.PRAT
,Sie wusch sich nur teilweise [ihre Beine und nicht die Hénde].

Die semantische Prigung der reflexiven Enklitika mit Grooming-Verben im Polnischen kann
im Weiteren dadurch bewiesen werden, dass sie sich im Skopus eines Objektfragepronomens
befinden (selbst wenn sie allein keine Antwort auf diese Frage bilden konnen).

(14) Piotr *(sie) myje.’
Piotr REFL waschen.3.5G.IND.AKT.PRAS
,Piotr wéscht sich.°
Piotr kogo myje?
Piotr wen waschen.3.8G.IND.AKT.PRAS
‘Wen wischt Piotr?’

Wie in den von Oya untersuchten germanischen Sprachen realisiert auch im Polnischen das
Subjekt eines reflexiven Grooming-Verbs das externe Argument und das enklitische
Reflexivum das interne Argument in der semantischen Rolle eines Proto-Patiens.

Typ 2: Subjekt = externes Argument; si¢ = semantisch leer
Nicht-Translationalbewegungsverben:
(15) Piotr  *(sie) odwraca/ klania.
Piotr  RrEFL drehen.3.sG.IND.AKT.PRAS / verbeugen.3.SG.IND.AKT.PRAS
,Piotr dreht / verbeugt sich.*

Auch diese Verben werden im Polnischen wie im Deutschen obligatorisch mit reflexiven
Konstruktionen kodiert.

Korperhaltungveridnderungs-Verben:
(16) Michat *(sie) potozyl.
Michat REFL hinlegen.3.SG.IND.AKT.PRAT

,Michat legte sich hin.*

8 Dieser Satz hat nur eine nicht-kontrastive Bedeutung und ist als Antwort auf die Frage ,Was ist los‘? zu
interpretieren. Auf die Frage Czy Piotr myje dziecko? ,Wischt Piotr ein Kind?‘ miisste eine nicht-enklitische
Form verwendet werden: Piotr [SIEBIErokus myje ,Piotr wischt sich (selbst)‘. Dies deutet darauf hin, dass die
urspriingliche Form siebie semantisch und informationsstrukturell stirker geprégt ist als die enklitische Form
sie. Auf die informationsstrukturellen Effekte von si¢ gehen wir in der vorliegenden Arbeit nicht ein, beziiglich
der Terminologie verweisen wir u. a. auf Krifka (2008).



(17) Michat *gie’ usiadt.
Michat REFL hinsetzen.3.SG.IND.AKT.PRAT
,Michat setzte sich hin.*

Wie den Beispielen (16) und (17) zu entnehmen ist, verhalten sich die
Korperhaltungverdnderungs-Verben im Polnischen nicht einheitlich. Interessanterweise sind
beide Hauptvertreter dieser Verbgruppe beziiglich ihrer Reflexivitit komplementér verteilt:
Wihrend potozyc¢ sie ,sich hinlegen® obligatorisch mit einem Reflexivpronomen vorkommt,
fithrt die Verwendung von si¢ bei siadac¢ ,sich hinsetzen® zur Ungrammatikalitit. Nun lassen
sich die ersten drei Spalten von Oyas Zusammenstellung mit den Befunden aus dem
Polnischen vervollstidndigen:

Tab. 3: Die Distribution der Reflexivpronomina des Polnischen in den Grooming-, Nicht-
Translationalbewegungs- und Korperhaltungverdnderungs-Verben

Grooming- Nicht- Verianderung Suppresion des
Titigkeit | Translationalbewegung der externen
Korperhaltung Arguments
Polnisch Sig sie */sie ?

Quelle: Aufbauend auf (Oya, 2010: 249)

Wie in Tabelle 3 erkennbar, konnen die Korperhaltungverdnderungs-Verben im Polnischen
nicht immer in Verbindung mit einem Reflexivpronomen verwendet werden, jedoch treten in
dieser Sprache sowohl die Grooming- als auch die Nicht-Translationalbewegungsverben mit
einem obligatorischen Reflexivum auf. Daraus ldsst sich folgern, dass allein eine reflexive
Verwendung (bei keiner strikt reflexiven Morphologie innerhalb der gesamten Klasse) von
Koérperhaltungveranderungs-Verben ausreicht, um eine streng reflexive Morphologie bei
Grooming- und Nicht-Translationalbewegungsverben zu lizenzieren.

Typ 3: Subjekt = ein internes Argument; sie¢ = semantisch leer
Inhérent reflexive Verben:
(18) Jan *(sig) przeziebil.
Jan  REFL erkédlten.3.SG.IND.AKT.PRAT
,Jan erkiltete sich.*
(19) W Hamburgu  zdarzyl *(sie) wypadek.
In Hamburg ereignen.3.SG.IND.AKT.PRAT ~ REFL ein Unfall
,In Hamburg ereignete sich ein Unfall.*
Mediumverben:
(20) Drzwi  *(sig) otworzyty.
Die Tiir rerL Offnen.3.PL.IND.AKT.PRAT
,Die Tiir 6ffnete sich.*
(21) Ta ksigzka dobrze *(sig) sprzedaje.
Dieses  Buch gut RerL  verkaufen.3.SG.IND.AKT.PRAS

,Dieses Buch verkauft sich gut.*

% Diese Notation bedeutet, dass das Pronomen in der vorliegenden Struktur ungrammatisch ist.



Die Verben mit nur einem internen Argument werden, wie die Beispiele (18)-(21) zeigen, im
Polnischen mit reflexiven Konstruktionen kodiert. Laut Oyas Modell (Oya, 2010: 249) sollten
dann die Korperhaltungverdnderungs-Verben ebenfalls als reflexive Verben realisiert werden.
Wie aber in (16) und (17) zu sehen ist, sind die polnischen Hauptvertreter dieser Verbklasse
dahingehend komplementar verteilt.

Die Befunde aus dem Polnischen legen Folgendes nahe: Wenn in einer Sprache die
Moglichkeit besteht, Verben mit nur einem internen Argument mittels reflexiver
Konstruktionen auszudriicken, ist damit die interne Umgebung fiir die reflexive Realisierung
von Korperhaltungverdnderungs-Verben geschaffen. Die folgende Tabelle 4 fasst die
bisherigen Befunde zusammen:

Tab. 4: Die Distribution der schwachen reflexiven Verben im Deutschen, Niederlindischen,
Englischen und Polnischen

Grooming- Nicht- Verinderung | Suppresion
Titigkeit | Translationalbewegung der des externen
Korperhaltung | Arguments
Deutsch sich sich sich sich
Niederlindisch | zich (zich) */zich *
Englisch invisible * * [o]
reflexive
Polnisch Sig Sig */sie sie
Quelle: Aufbauend auf (Oya, 2010: 249)
23 Reflexive Verben des Polnischen als Lizenzgeber von Nullobjekten

In diesem Abschnitt gehen wir auf die in Oyas Modell nicht beriicksichtigte Funktion
polnischer Reflexivpronomina als Nullobjekte ein. Nullobjekte sind phonologisch leere, aber
syntaktisch aktive Elemente, die die Verbargumentposition realisieren und dabei eine arbitrére
Interpretation haben, vgl. (Campos, 1986; Rizzi, 1986; Butat 2004). So kann man im
Polnischen zjadlam ,ich habe (es) aufgegessen® sagen, ohne dass das Objekt explizit genannt
wird; si¢ kann als eine overte Variante eines Nullobjektes betrachtet werden, beispielsweise in
bi¢ si¢ ,jemanden schlagen/in eine Schldgerei verwickelt sein® oder pakowac sig¢ ,packen‘,
vgl. (Butat, 2004).

Bei reflexiven Verben, die Nullobjekte zulassen, besteht keine semantische Verbindung
zwischen dem Subjekt (externes Argument) und dem Nullobjekt / Reflexivpronomen
(internes Argument): Wenn X das Subjekt und Y das Objekt ist, dann gilt: Y & X: ,)Y ist
weder die Teilmenge von noch gleich X*. Dies ist anders als bei den zuvor beschriebenen
Grooming-Verben, die eine semantische Verbindung zwischen dem Subjekt und dem Objekt
voraussetzen: Wenn X das Subjekt ist und Y das Objekt, dann gilt: Y € X: )Y ist entweder
eine Teilmenge von oder gleich X*, vgl. z.B. (Heim & Kratzer, 1998).

Ausgehend davon schlagen wir folgende Alternative fiir Oyas Definition des ersten Typs
reflexiver Verben vor:

Typ 1: das Subjekt = ein externes Argument; si¢ = ein unausgedriicktes, aber mitverstandenes
Objekt, vgl. (Levin, 1993: 33)

A) Alternation des unspezifizierten Objekts / Unspecified Object Alternation:

Das fehlende overte Objekt wird bei der Alternation des unspezifizierten Objekts in die

Verbbedeutung inkorporiert und als fiir das jeweilige Verb typisch interpretiert, vgl. (Levin,
1993). Die Vertreter dieser Gruppe sind die als Nullobjekte fungierenden Reflexiva:



(22) Ania *(sig) pakuje., vgl. (Bulat, 2004: 30)

Ania  REFL packen.3.SG.IND.AKT.PRAS
,Ania packt.’

(23) Ania pakuje swoje rzeczy (do walizki).
Ania packen.3.SG.IND.AKT.PRAS ihre Sachen (in den Koffer)

,Ania packt ihre Sachen (in den Koffer).
(24) Ania pakuje *si¢ swoje rzeczy (do walizki).

Wie die Beispiele (22)-(24) deutlich machen, sorgt sie fiir die strukturelle und semantische
Sattigung des internen Arguments von pakowac ,packen‘. Das Reflexivum ist im Falle des
Fehlens eines internes Arguments (eines Objektes) obligatorisch. Beinhaltet der Satz jedoch
ein Objekt, ist die zusétzliche Verwendung von si¢ ungrammatisch. Es gilt: Y € X (mit ,X‘=
externes Argument; ,Y * = internes Argument).

B) Alternation des reflexiv mitverstandenen Objekts / Understood Reflexive Object
Alternation:

Die Alternation des reflexiv mitverstandenen Objekts tritt auf, wenn ,,[t]he action described
by the verb [...] is understood to be directed toward the subject of the verb” (Levin, 1993:
36). In diese Kategorie fallen die Grooming-Verben:

(25) Krzysztof  sie myje.

Krzysztof  rerL waschen.3.SG.IND.AKT.PRAS

,Krzysztof wascht sich.
(26) Krzysztof  myje rece.

Krzysztof =~ waschen.3.sG.IND.AKT.PRAS Hénde

,Krzysztof wischt seine Hiande. / Krzysztof wiéscht sich die Hénde *
(27) Krzysztof  myje samochod.

Krzysztof ~ waschen.3.sG.IND.AKT.PRAS Auto

,Krzysztof wascht ein Auto.*

Die Beispiele (25)-(27) spiegeln wider, dass die allgemeine Klassifikation dieser Reflexiva als
(typisch) interne Argumente zu bezweifeln ist: Nur (26) ist mit dem Inhalt von (25)
kompatibel, d.h. nur das Objekt in (26), und nicht das in (27) kann im Skopus des
Reflexivums sein. Daraus folgt, dass die Reflexivpronomina in Verbindung mit Grooming-
Verben durch die Realisierung des direkten Objekts bzw. des Merkmals ,Akkusativ®
strukturell zwar dem Proto-Patiens entsprechen, semantisch aber eine Position zwischen
Subjekt und Objekt annehmen: Es gilt: Y © X (mit ,X‘= externes Argument; Y = internes
Argument).

Zusammenfassung

Die vorliegende Arbeit hat sich mit der Ubertragung der Klassifikation reflexiver Verben von
Oya auf das Polnische auseinandergesetzt.

Die Daten aus dem Polnischen erlauben eine feinere Ausdifferenzierung innerhalb der ersten
Gruppe reflexiver Verben, in der das Reflexivum eine semantische Rolle inne hat. Das
Reflexivpronomen stellt hier ein in die Verbbedeutung inkorporiertes, mitverstandenes Objekt



dar, das entweder als unspezifiziertes Objekt mit der Bedeutung Y &€ X oder als reflexiv
mitverstandenes Objekt mit der Bedeutung Y € X zu interpretieren ist.

Einen interessanten, hier nicht behandelten Forschungsgegenstand bilden auch die reflexiven
Verben des Polnischen, bei denen das Reflexivpronomen die Funktion des Nullsubjektes
erfillt. Rivero & Sheppard (2003: 4) bezeichnen diese Reflexivpronomina als ,subject /
nominative indefinite human pronoun’ bzw. ,nominative indefinite’. Das Reflexivum ist hier
sowohl mit dem Merkmal ,Nominativ‘ als auch mit der thematischen Rolle eines Proto-Agens
versehen. Erwdhnenswert dabei ist, dass diese beiden Merkmale nur am Reflexivum markiert
werden:

(28) Tutaj  *(sie) nie pali.
Hier REFL nicht  rauchen.3.SG.IND.AKT.PRAS
,Hier raucht man nicht. / Hier ist das Rauchen verboten.*

Wie ein solches Reflexivum in das Modell zu integrieren ist, bietet sich als Fragestellung
kiinftiger Analysen an.

Dariiber hinaus stellt sich in der praktischen Fremdsprachenvermittlung die Frage, ob und mit
welchen Interferenzen aus der Erstsprache bei der Anwendung der jeweiligen Fremdsprache
im Bereich der Reflexivkonstruktionen und in Bezug auf die Implikationen deren Auftretens
in gewissen Konstruktionen gerechnet werden kann. Durch die Ubertragung des Modells auf
andere Sprachen und Sprachfamilien kann das Verstindnis {iber entstandene Fehler und deren
Ursachen verbessert werden.
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REFLEXIVNI SLOVESA V POLSTINE: O INTEGRACI SLOVANSKEHO JAZYKA
V RAMCI MODELU VYVINUTEHO NA BAZI GERMANSKYCH JAZYKU

Tento ¢lanek zkouma4, zda a do jaké miry lze zapojit polstinu do modelu vyvinutého na bazi
germanskych jazykli. Tento model se tyka kategorizace a pouziti reflexivnich sloves
a z4jmen. Krom¢ jistych podobnosti mezi jazyky a jazykovymi rodinami, zejména zajimavé
jsou zde jevy, jez jsou typické jen pro jednu z téchto jazykovych skupin nebo pro konkrétni
jazyk. V polstiné se vyskytuji typy pouziti reflexivnich sloves a zdjmen, které nebyly
zohlednény v modelu vzhledem k tomu, ze neexistuji v pivodné zkoumanych germanskych
jazycich. Ugelem této studie je popsat tato pouziti a zapojit je do modelu. Licenéni prvky jsou
jazykové prvky/konstrukce, které umoziuji vyskyt jinych jazykovych prvki. Reflexivni
slovesa v polstin€ licencuji resp. umoznuji vyskyt nulovych objektl, coz znamena, ze nulové
objekty v kombinaci s reflexivnimi slovesy vedou k dobfe utvorené konstrukei.

REFLEXIVE VERBS IN POLISH: ON THE INCLUSION OF SLAVIC LANGUAGE
INTO A MODEL BASED ON GERMANIC LANGUAGES

This article examines whether and to what extent Polish can be integrated into a model based
on Germanic languages. The model deals with the categorization and use of reflexive verbs
and pronouns. In addition to some similarities between languages and language families, the
phenomena in which there are disagreements are of particular interest. Polish has usage types
that were not taken into account in the model due to their absence in the original languages
under study. These include the use of reflexive verbs as licensors of null objects. License
elements are language elements/constructs that allow other language elements to appear.
Reflexive verbs in Polish license or allow the occurrence of null objects, which means that
null objects in combination with reflexive verbs lead to a well-formed construction.

CZASOWNIKI ZWROTNE W JEZYKU POLSKIM: O ZINTEGROWANIU JEZYKA
SEOWIANSKIEGO DO MODELU STWORZONEGO NA BAZIE JEZYKOW GERMANSKICH

Niniejszy artykul bada, czy i w jakim stopniu jezyk polski moze zosta¢ wiaczony do modelu
stworzonego na bazie jezykow germanskich. Model ten dotyczy kategoryzacji i1 uzycia
czasownikow 1 zaimkow zwrotnych. Oprécz pewnych podobienstw migdzy jezykami
1 rodzinami jezykowymi, szczegélnie interesujace sg zjawiska, ktore sg typowe dla jednej
z grup jezykowych badz tez dla konkretnego jezyka. W jezyku polskim wystepuja typy uzycia
czasownikow 1 zaimkow zwrotnych, ktore nie zostalty uwzglednione w modelu ze wzgledu na
ich brak w pierwotnie badanych jezykach germanskich. Celem niniejszej pracy jest opisanie
tych uzy¢ 1 wiaczenie ich do modelu. Elementy licencyjne to elementy/konstrukcje jezykowe,
ktore pozwalaja na wystgpowanie innych elementéw jezykowych. Czasowniki zwrotne
w jezyku polskim licencjonujg lub pozwalaja na wystepowanie obiektow zerowych, co
oznacza, ze obiekty zerowe w potaczeniu z czasownikami zwrotnymi prowadza do dobrze
uformowanej konstrukcji.
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Abstract

This review informs about a new textbook for students of the German language with specialist
orientation on policing ,,Némcina (nejen) pro policisty* (,,German (not only) for Police
Officers®). It comprises topics from different German-speaking countries based on legal
studies. As it is intended not only for students of the Police Academy of the Czech Republic
in Prague, it can be used by a wider public since it is divided into several parts, including the
topics of Security, Law, Criminal Law, Management, and Public Administration, Universities,
and Communication. Enclosed, there is a Czech-German Vocabulary as well as German-
Czech Vocabulary and Czech-German phrases. A detailed and beneficial Grammar review
giving an overview of the necessary grammar needed to acquire the language can be found at
the very end. Not only this is a reason why the textbook can be recommended for all levels of
language learners.

Keywords

Textbook; Terminology; Law enforcement; Professional language; Test items; Item bank.

Introduction

The University textbook (Nerandzicova & Polackova, 2023) is a new edition and was written
for the needs of students of German as a foreign language, from beginners to upper-
intermediates. It also suits the needs of more advanced students who want to acquire a wider
knowledge of the foreign language and extend their already existing knowledge. Each part
contains vocabulary in German and Czech and a key to the exercises. The textbook aims to
address a wide range of students of law enforcement studies and similar studies and interested
readers.

Students acquire not only German terminology but also the structure of specialist texts and
learn specialist information in German-speaking countries. As a motivation factor, two
guides—Erika and Richard—appear throughout the whole textbook and encounter similar
situations as the students of the German language.

1 Content of the Textbook

The texts published in the textbook ,,Némcina (nejen) pro policisty” (“German (not only) for
Police Officers”) (Nerandzi¢ova & Polackova, 2023) reflect the inconsistent legal regulations
in German-speaking countries and European countries. The texts are drawn from German,
Austrian and Swiss sources. They are different and only sometimes compatible with Czech
legislation. It gives an insight into the topics of security, law enforcement, law and penal law
as well as public administration in the German language.

© 2024 Author(s). This work is distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution-4.0 license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/).
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The original texts serve to develop foreign language readers. They help develop text
comprehension and help the students understand the connections without a perfect knowledge
of all used phrases and vocabulary. On this level, there are concrete tasks verifying the single
phases of text comprehension, phrases, and grammar parts from the given unit.

Except for additional activities, there are productive activities, such as creating concrete texts,
such as a curriculum vitae, a job application, a motivation letter, and phone calls.

The textbook is intended not only for students of the Police Academy of the Czech Republic
in Prague but also for the wider public. It is divided into several parts, and the different topics
are divided into two blocks: A, an easier one, and B, a more difficult one. The graphical
differences enable easy orientation.

The first part of the textbook is divided into parts A, and B. Part B deals with specialist
language teaching and is oriented on legal terminology. It introduces the German Police
University and includes a sample motivation letter for study applicants not only in the
Erasmus Programme. There are sample CVs and instructions on setting up one’s curriculum
for students, which can be done in the textbook as an aid for students participating in
international exchange programmes and for job applications. At the end of the textbook is a
Czech-German vocabulary and German-Czech and Czech-German phrases, and a separate
grammar part is enclosed. It starts with the word order in sentences, negation, coordinate and
subordinate clauses, nouns, declension of nouns, adjectives, pronouns, adverbs, pronominal
adverbs, numerals, prepositions and verbs, conditionals, verb conjugation.

Each block is set up in the same way. There are shorter texts with vocabulary, and the
following exercises include specialist vocabulary in sentences like basic units of speaking
skills and irregular verbs. The solution of chosen tasks and the key of chosen tasks are at the
end of each part. The added idioticon contains specialist vocabulary relating to the study
orientation of the Police Academy of the Czech Republic in Prague. The first part deals with
University studies and presents foreign Universities like Humboldt University and the
Universities in Vienna and Tuebingen. The lessons deal with study experience from
Universities abroad, science and research are mentioned, and foreign language teaching is
covered. The practical part of this chapter is oriented towards communication by mobile
phone, especially SMS crafting.



2 Excerpts from the Textbook

E-MAIL-NACHRICHT

Von: Erika Neumannova
An:  Richard Konig
Betreft: Priifung

Hallo, Richard!

Nachdem ich in meiner letzten Verwaltungsrechtspriifung nur 51 Punkte erhalten habe, frage ich mich,
ob ich nicht vielleicht einfach fiir ein Studium zu dumm bin. Ich weil3, dass ich mich bei dem Thema
Ordnungswidrigkeiten geirrt habe, aber sonst konnte ich alle Fragen sehr gut beantworten. Warum
dann nur 517

Aber gut, jetzt ist es nun mal so. Allerdings bin ich durch diese Sache ins Griibeln gekommen, ob ich
tiberhaupt ,,schlau" genug bin. Ich hére immer nur ,,man muss fleiig sein* (kann ich, wenn ich will).
Aber gleichzeitig hore ich auch von Vielen, dass sie eine Priifung nur knapp bestehen: Reicht fleiflig
sein dann doch nicht?

Erika ®
Nachricht, die zprava jetzt nyni
von — an — Betreff od — komu — pfedmét/  es ist nun mal so je to tak
vec/ tyka se
Verwaltungsrecht, das spravni pravo allerdings ovsem
Priifung, die zkouska Sache, die veéc
Punkt, der bod ins Griibeln kommen  pfemyslet, hloubat
erhalten obdrzet, dostat iiberhaupt vubec
vielleicht snad schlau chytry
einfach jednoduse genug dost
dumm hloupy horen slyset
wissen vedet fleiBig pilny
Ordnungswidrigkeit, die prestupek knapp sotva postacujici
(vykon), jen taktak
irren sich mylit se, chybovat gleichzeitig soucasné
Fragen (die) beantworten  odpovédét na otazky horen slySet
warum pro¢ bestehen obstat
dann potom reichen stacit
nur jen
AUFGABEN 1

1)  PieloZte text e-mailu do CeStiny.
2) Uved’te moznosti osloveni a rozlouceni v e-mailu.

3)  Reknéte némecky, co se piihodilo Erice. Dbejte pFitom na dodrZeni spravného
poradku slov ve vété.



HANDYNACHRICHT

Man muss fleilig und in der Lage sein, sich auch mal Dinge anzueignen, die einen nicht interessieren
und viel Miihe kosten. Dann schafft man auch als ,,schlechterer" Student das Studium. Du bist aber
klug, Du schaffst das! R. ©

Handynachricht, die =~ SMS zprava interessieren zajimat

Handy, das mobil Miihe (die) kosten ~ vyzadovat (stat) namahu
aneignen sich 0svojit si schaffen zvladnout

in der Lage sein byt schopen, byt s to schlecht Spatny

Ding, das vec klug chytry

WIR WIEDERHOLEN GRAMMATIK — PODSTATNA JMENA SE CLENEM NEURCITYM, URCITYM A BEZ
CLENU; ZAKLADNI CISLOVKY
Zopakujte si, co vite o uziti podstatnych jmen se ¢lenem neurcitym, uréitym a bez clenu.

AUFGABEN 2

1) DX Rozhodnéte o pouziti podstatnych jmen se ¢lenem urcitym, neurc¢itym nebo bez
¢lenu.

Ich frage mich, ob ich fiir  Studium nicht zu dumm bin. Ich weif3, dass ich mich bei
____ Thema Ordnungswidrigkeiten geirrt habe, aber sonst konnte ich  Fragen sehr
gut beantworten. Allerdings bin ich durch  Sache ins  Griibeln gekommen. Ich
bin nicht sicher, obich  Studium schaffe. Aber viele Studenten bestehen
Priifungen nur knapp, ich bin nicht die einzige.

2)  Nadiktujte své nové telefonni ¢islo pritelkyni.

3) DX Napiste némecky SMS zpravu.

4) Uved’te zakladni rozdily mezi SMS zpravou a e-mailem.




DorIs:

Abs.

Heinz-Herbert Mustermann
Steilshooper Allee 587
20000 Hamburg

An die
Staatsanwaltschaft Hamburg
Gorch-Fock-Wall 15
29354 Hamburg
24.10. 20xx

Betr.: Strafsache Willi Miiller wegen Korperverletzung.

Sachbeschddigung und Notigung
Aktenzeichen: 153-67/xx

Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren,

ich bin der Geschédigte in der o.g. Strafsache und habe erfahren, dass gegen Herrn Miiller ein
Strafbefehl erlassen (ein Urteil ergangen) ist. Ich bitte gemdl § 406 d StPO um Auskunft iiber
den Ausgang des gerichtlichen Verfahrens.

Mit freundlichen Grii3en,

Heinz-Herbert Mustermann

Auskuntt, die informace Geschidigte, der/die poSkozeny/a
Ausgang, der zde: vysledek, zaver Strafbefehl, der trestni prikaz
erlassen / ergehen (ein  vydat, vynést Strafsache, die trestni vec
Urteil) (rozsudek)

gemal podle Verfahren, das Fizeni
gerichtlich soudni

AUFGABEN 3

1)  Odpovézte na otazky.
a) Gegen wen erstattete Herr Mustermann die Strafanzeige?
b) Was war Objekt des Streites?
¢) Wo ist es zu dem letzten Streit gekommen?
d) Kam es zu einer Beschadigung?
e) Wenn ja, zu welcher?
f) Waren die Anzeigen Herrn Mustermanns sachlich?
g) Was hat Herrn Mustermann zum Schreiben des zweiten Briefes bewogen?
h) Wie war die endliche Entscheidung des Gerichts?
i) Kann Herr Mustermann zufrieden sein?

2)  Z prvniho dopisu vypiste slovesa, jimiZ je popsan titok souseda. Najdéte k nim
¢esky ekvivalent.




3) Vyhledejte v dopisech némecky ekvivalent, event. zkratku pro nasledujici vyrazy.

odesilatel
komu

véc

poskozeny
spisova znacka
v navaznosti na
stiznost

4) Rozuméli jste?

- gemiB § 406 d StPO = der Strafprozessordnung
- einen Strafbefehl erlassen
- Korperverletzung, Sachbeschiddigung und Notigung

5) Prectéte si némecké véty a jejich Cesky preklad. Vénujte pozornost
vyznaenym vyrazim.

austragen, trug aus, ausgetragen (N.)............ccccccceveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnn. vyridit, vyresit, urovnat
erkennen, erkannte, erkannt (N.) ............cccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e poznat
erlassen erlief3, erlassen (N.) .........ccccccoeiiiiiiiiiii i vydat

Auch Beschwerden werden online ausgetragen... Také stiZznosti se vyFizuji / Fesi online.

Dieser Konflikt wurde ausgetragen. ...............ccccccuvvvvnnnns Tento konflikt byl urovnavan.
Der Zeuge erkennt den TAter............uuvvuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee Svédek poznava pachatele.
Das Parlament hat ein neues Gesetz erlassen. ...................... Parlament vydal novy zakon.

The following example from the textbook is further specialist vocabulary in use.

Uzite€na slovni spojeni

unter Strafe stellen Diese Tat muss unter Strafe gestellt werden.

Sanktionen vorsehen Fiir wen wurden diese Sanktionen vorgesehen?

eine Straftat (ein Verbrechen Der Tdter hat nicht nur dieses Vergehen begangen, sondern er hat

oder Vergehen) begehen auch ein weiteres Verbrechen veriibt.

Gesetz anwenden Das Gesetz wird von Polizisten, Staatsanwidlten und Richtern
angewandt.

eine Mafinahme verhdngen Das Gericht hat fiir den Verurteilten noch weitere Mafsnahmen
verhdngt.

Strafanzeige erstatten Das Opfer hat eine Strafanzeige direkt bei der Staatsanwaltschaft
erstattet.

vor Gericht auftreten Dieser Mann tritt vor Gericht als Zeuge.

bei Gericht anklagen Man klagt ihn bei Gericht an.

entscheiden iiber etwas Der Staatsanwalt entscheidet iiber die Einstellung des Verfahrens.

zuriicknehmen etwas Eine Anzeige kann man nicht zuriicknehmen.



3 Enclosure to the Textbook

The textbook (Nerandziova & Polackova, 2023, pp. 183-205) includes an enclosure
reviewing grammar such as word order in German sentences, nouns, the declension of nouns
with adjectives, weak declension, adjectives, different types of pronouns, adverbs and
pronominal adverbs, numerals, prepositions, and the conjugation of verbs. This part is really
useful for the learners and gives a good overview of German grammar by giving examples.

A perfectly mastered memory part of grammatical phenomena also contributes to elaborate,
cultivated expression in a foreign language. The textbook's authors interestingly implement
this requirement in the final grammar overview and by presenting specific irregular tense
forms of strong verbs. Repeatedly, automatization of these grammatical phenomena is
required in individual lessons. The student is reminded which phenomena to focus on in a
specific exercise, where to check the solution, and, if he/she made a mistake, where in the
textbook to find theoretical lessons to remember.

This new textbook differs in content and didactics from already published works. In recent
years, foreign language projects have been primarily focused on professional language. To
name at least some further publications ,Fachwortschatz und Fachsitze (,,Specialist
Vocabulary and Specialist Sentences*), ,,Einfiihrung in die Fachsprache* (,,Introduction into
Specialist Language®), ,,Studijni list Recht, Strafrecht* a ,,Sicherheit™ (,,Study Sheet Law,
Criminal Law* and ,Security”), ,,Einfilhrung in die Fachsprache* (,,Introduction into
Specialist language”) ,,Studijni listy [-IV/2“ (“Study Sheets”) and ,,Grundtexte der
Fachsprache” (Polackova et al., 2022) by the authors doc. PhDr. Véra Polackova, CSc, PhDr.
Olga Nerandzicova, PhDr. Mgr. Hana Romova, Ph.D., used these in the lessons and formed a
basis for creating test samples of control and examination tests.

Conclusion

This new publication of the specialist textbook corresponds not only to the contemporary
syllabi approved by the accreditation process but also gives an overview of all professional
topics to be dealt with during University studies in this particular professionally oriented field
of study. There is a follow-up of this textbook published as an electronic version at the end of
2023. Based on this textbook, further test items of the items bank of Specialist German for the
Language department at the Police Academy of the Czech Republic in Prague.
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UCEBNICE ODBORNE NEMCINY PRO POLICEJNI CINNOSTI

Tato recenze informuje o nové ucebnici pro studenty némeckého jazyka s odbornym
zaméeienim na policejni ¢innosti ,,Némcina (nejen) pro policisty. Ucebnice obsahuje témata
z ruznych némecky mluvicich zemi na zékladé pravnich studii. Je urcena nejen studentim
Policejni akademie CR v Praze, ale miize byt vyuZivana i $irsi vefejnosti, protoZe je rozdélena
do nékolika ¢asti zahrnujicich témata bezpeCnosti, prava, trestniho pradva, managementu
a vetejné spravy, vysoké skoly a komunikace. Soucasti je Cesko-némecka slovni zdsoba a také
némecko-Ceskd slovni zdsoba a Cesko-némecké fraze. Podrobnd a velmi uzitecnad cast na
samém konci knihy je gramatika, kterd poskytuje piehled nezbytné gramatiky, potfebné
k osvojeni jazyka. I proto Ize ucebnici doporucit pro studenty vSech urovni jazyka.

FACHDEUTSCH LEHRBUCH FUR POLIZEILICHE TATIGKEITEN

Diese Rezension informiert iiber das Lehrbuch ,,Némcina (nejen) pro policisty* (,,Deutsch
nicht nur fiir Polizeibeamte™) fiir Studierende der deutschen Sprache mit beruflichem
Schwerpunkt Polizeitétigkeiten. Das Lehrbuch beinhaltet rechtswissenschaftliche Themen aus
verschiedenen deutschsprachigen Landern. Es ist nicht nur Studenten an der Polizeiakademie
der Tschechischen Republik in Prag gewidmet, sie kann auch von einer breiten Offentlichkeit
genutzt werden, da es in verschiedene Teile der Bereiche Recht, Management und 6ffentliche
Verwaltung sowie Universititen und Kommunikation untergliedert ist. Es umfasst sowohl
tschechisch-deutschen Wortschatz als auch deutsch-tschechischen Wortschatz und
tschechisch-deutsche Phrasen, die fiir den Spracherwerb wichtig sind. Ein ausfiihrlicher
Abschnitt ganz am Ende des Buches ist die Grammatik, die einen Uberblick der
erforderlichen Grammatik gibt. Nicht nur deshalb kann das Lehrbuch Studierenden aller
Sprachniveaus empfohlen werden.

PODRECZNIK SPECJALISTYCZNEGO JEZYKA NIEMIECKIEGO DO DZIALAN
POLICYJNYCH

Niniejsza recenzja zawiera informacje na temat podrecznika ,,Némcina (nejen) pro policisty”
(,,Niemiecki (nie tylko) dla policjantoéw”) dla studentow jezyka niemieckiego z zawodowym
ukierunkowaniem na dzialania policyjne. Podrecznik zawiera tematy z rdéznych krajow
niemieckojezycznych wynikajace z roznych badan prawnych. Jest przeznaczony nie tylko dla
studentow Akademii Policyjnej Republiki Czeskiej w Pradze, ale moze by¢ réwniez uzywany
przez szersze grono uzytkownikdéw, poniewaz jest podzielony na kilka czesci obejmujacych
zagadnienia dotyczace bezpieczenstwa, prawa, prawa karnego, zarzadzania i1 administracji
publicznej, uniwersytetow 1 komunikacji. Zawiera czesko-niemieckie stownictwo, a takze
czesko-niemieckie zwroty. Szczegdtowa 1 bardzo przydatng czes$cig na samym koncu ksigzki
jest gramatyka, ktora zawiera przeglad niezbednej gramatyki, koniecznej do przyswojenia
jezyka. Takze z tego powodu podrgcznik mozna poleci¢ uczniom na wszystkich poziomach
znajomosci jezyka.
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